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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, RUNNING
EXPENSES,

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Premier: 1,
What new railways or extensions are at
present under construction? 2, Of these,
what loss, if any, per year in running costs,
is expeeted? 3, Has consideration been
given to this and to the ronning of motor
vehieles to serve those districts, and the con-
sequent possible saving, including eonstrue-
tion and running expenses?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Kulja BEast-
ward, Lake Grace-Karlgarin, Meekatharra-
Wiluna, and Bridgetown-Jarnadup Railway.
Extension (Pemberton-Westcliffe). 2, No loss
in running costs is antieipated. 3, Yes.

QUESTION—MFETROPOLITAN
MAREKETS TRUST.

Mr. J. MacCALLUM SMITH asked the
Minister for Tands: When will the report
and halance sheet of the Metropolitan Mar-
kats Trust for the year ended 30th Juns,
1930, be laid on the Table of the House?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The balance-sheet is now in the hands of the
Auditor General, and so soon as it is com-
pleted it will be laid on the Table in both
Houses.

QUESTION—TAXATION, LAND AND

INCOME.
Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Pre-
mier: With reference to Section 37, Land

and Income Tax Assessment Aect, 1907-1924,
over what ealendar years does the present
five-year period extend?

)
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The FREMIER replied: Section 37 does
not fix & commencing date for a five-year
veriod of valuation common to all land tax
nssessments, but permits the Commissioner
of Taxation to assess the value of land once,
ant then such valze must stand for a five-
vear period commencing on the date on
which the value was determined by him.
There are, therefore, various five-year per-
iods in operation. The principle adopted
was determined by the State Full Court in
the O’Connor-Quinian case.

QUESTION—FARMS, ABANDONED,

Mr. J. I. MANN asked the Minister for
Lands: What was the number of abandoned
farms in the wheat mixed farming areas up
to the end of August, 19309

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The number of blocks previously held and
now vacant on the plans of the Lands De-
partment is 334, & number of which have
not been made available for selection owing
to distance from the existing railway system.
In addition to this number, the Agricaltural
Bank has 225 farms for sale, and these
farms, in many cases, embrace more than
one block. Sach farms are not necessarily
eonsidered paying propositions.

BILL—TRATFTIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Reports of Committee adopted.

BILL—LOCAL CQURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 18th Septem-
her,

MR- WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [4.40]:
I have no ohjection to the Bill. The objeet
of the Attorney (General is the simplification
of procedure and the minimising of expense
to people who desire to engage in litigation.
I think the whole object of the Bill is com-
mendable, and therefore it would be useless
tr waste the time of the House objeeting to
something that one can agree with. Conse-
guently, [ will not oppose the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,
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In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reporteill without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—-STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES.
Second Reading.
Debate veswned from the 18th September.

ME. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [4.45]:
I have had an opportunity since the Attor-
ney (feneral nioved the second reading of
this Bill te pernse his remarks. The prin-
ciples of the measure arve ensily understood.
Apparently it is in conformity with thé
policy of the Government. I am surprised
to hear that the Minister only presumed he
had the support of other members of the
Cabinet in the remarks he made on the
second veading. Apart from the merits or
demerits of the Bill, it is rather amazing
that a measure of this kind gshould bhe
bronght down at this stage. There is no
neeessity to mention that this is a period of
financial stress. During the past few months
attempts have heen made to cut away time-
honoured privileres from different em-
|iovees, and to cut down emoluments and
salaries enjoyeil hy other people, whilst
numerons persons have had their livelihood
altogether taken awayv. Retrenchment has
been the order of the day. Notwithstaml-
ing thix, at the most serions time in our his-
tory it is sought to improve the status and
the emoluments of a rather highly-paid see-
tion of the public service.

The Attorney General: Not the emolu-
ment«.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Those set out in the
Bill are greater than are now bheing paid to
any officer holding a similar position in the
service,

The Attorney General: TUnder the Bill
‘they will «till receive what they are getting
now.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Bill provides that
magistrates may be paid up to £1,200 a
vear, and there is no magistrate in the ser-
vice now who is receiving within £50 of
that amount.

The Attorney General: That is so.

Mr. WILLCOUK : The Government
select the present period, when everyone is
having his inecome reduced, privileges are
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being tuken away, and retrenchment is go-
ing on, to hring down a Bill of this kind.
This is not the time to make alterations
that will cost the eountry any money, If
the wages section of the community, aml
those on the lower runus of the ladder, have
to put ap with conciderable losses in the
remunerations they get tor the work they
do towards earrying on the affairs of the
country, we should not consider any in-
crease in the benefits, status cr emoluments
of one sectivn of toe publie service. The
Bill alters the whole procedure of appoini-
ing magistrates. A{ present applieations
are called for one of these positions. These
are received by the Public Service Commis-
sioner, and come from inside as well as oui-
side the service. After the Public Service
Commissioner has considered the applica-
tions, he submits a repommendation to the
Government and an appointment is made.
The Bill apparently takes away from the
Public Service Commissioner any control
over these appointments. During the time
the magistrates hold their positions, they
are not to come under his jurisdiction. The
Bill also makes the Government directly
responstble, I presume, even for the trans-
fer of magistrates from one place to an-
other. We shall have the Government, as a
matter of high policy, deciding whether a
certain magistrate shall be stationed at
Perth, Fremantle, Northam, Kalgoorlie or
(eraldton. When the Attorney General sat
on this side of the House, he stated that
magistrates should be altogether outside the
control of Governments. The very principle
he ohjects to i3 mow embodied in his Bill.
The (lovernment will be able at any time
to control the movements of magistrates.
T do not know that Governments have ever
done these things. I have had six years of
Ministerial experience and had about seven
yenrs of Parliamentary experience before
that. T do not think Governments do inter-
fere in any way with the adminisiration of
justice generally.  The Attorney General
on many oceasions implied that certain
magistrates were either subjeeted to influ-
ence or pressure, or had been earpetad for
something they had done. He sugpested
that they were not persona grata with the
permanent head of the department, or,
through that officer, with the Minister. The
Minister has now had six months in office,
and has had an opportunity to see the
working of the departinent and what really
oceurs in connection with magistrates. He
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must know that the opinions he expressed
are entirely groundless, and that at no time
has any Government or departmental officer
interfered with magistrates or the adminis-
tration of justice. T admit that the posi-
tion of the magistrates is an important one,
but this Bill tends to make it still more im-
portant, and to bring it up to a higher
standard than it deserves. I am not in any
way minimising the importance of the post
occupied by anyone, either as an honorary
J.P., as a magistrate, or in any other capa-
city connerted with the administration of
justice. I have no desire fo express any
opinion contrary to the fact that the oceu-
pants of these positions have at all times
endeavourer to lift the administration of
Justice to a high plane. Of course, ocea-
sional mistakes have occurred. They have
always, so far as I know, endeavoured to
mete out justice with an impartial hand to
any that have come before them. For all
fhat, people occupying these positions are
not entitled to regard themselves as on the
same plane as the judieiary.
The Attornev General: Why not?

Mr. WILLCOCK: A man is not ap-
pointed & judge unless he has had a very
congiderable amnunt of experience. Almost
invariably he has held a high position at
the bar, either in this State or elsewhere.
He has been known for his general good
character and judgment, and these qualities,
together with the neeessary temperament,
have helped to give him the requirved attri-
butes to becormte a judge.  These factors
have been apparent to the people or to the
Government for some time. Very seldom
has there been any serious  eriticism con-
cerning the appointment of persons to fill
those positions.

The Premier: And that is most import-
ant, too.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The several Govern-
ments in this State have carried out their
responsibilities by appointing to the posi-
_tion of judge men who have almost invari-
ably earned the commendation of every-
body, and against whom it has been impos-
sible to cavil. The appointment of magis-
trates is an entirely different matter. It is
not a salary that would attract people who
have been at the bar for many years, or
who have made a name for themselves
there. It does not attract men who have
shown sound judgment, extemsive legal
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knowledge, or who have had great experi-
ence in the public life of the State. They,
as a rule, have made too much headway
themselves to regard with favour such a
position as this. Under the Bill solicitors
are fo be eligible for appointment as magis-
trates. T cannot imagine a member of the
har who has for many years accupied a
high position there, has had many oppor-
tunities for making good, and has had all
the advantages which ecome to people who
oceupy positions at the bar, desiring after
15 or 20 years of successful life to sink
back into the position of a magistrate.
Whether this Bill is passed or not, we
should ot set up the prineiple of appoint-
ing voung men as magistrates. Litigants
have not the same confidence when thev ap-
pear hefore almost a mere hoy, as they
would lhave in appearing before a seasoned
magistrate. I know there is an officer in
the Crown Law Depariment who, at the age
of 26, has passed all the necessary exam-
inations to qualify him, from that point of
view, for appointment as a magistrate. So
far as I know he i5 an able young man and
eapable of filling the position. In the future
I hope he will aceupy a comparatively high
and responsible post in the department. At
the same time, I think his very youth is
rather a bhar to his taking a magisiracy,
and that he should not he younger than 30
vears of age before doing so.

The Attorney General: What is there in
this Bill to say that we are more likely now
than has bheen the case heretofore to ap-
point young people.

Mr., WILLCOCK: It is one of the dan-
gers of the Bill

The Attorney General: Why?

Mr WILLCOCK: A man may just bave
passed his evaminations qualifying him to
be a solicitor. He may then apply for the
post of magistrate, and may not be known
to have either the experience, capabilily,
temperament, judgment, or any of the
qualities entitling him to be regarded as a
man who will beecome a successful magis-
trate. Nevertheless, he may be appointed
to that position.

The Attorney General:
fied under the existing law.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I know that.

The Aftorney General: Are we more
likely to make an injudicious appeintment
under this Biil than under the Act?

But he is quali-



892

Hon. P. Collier: Under your Bill he will
be there until he is 70, and cannot be re-
moved exeept at the will of both Houses.

Mr. WILLCOCK: As a rule, a man who
has served at the bar for 15 or 20 years is
either a comparative failure, or has passed
the point when he would accept a position
at £600 or £700 a year. Therefore, to ob-
tain a man to fill one of these positions, it
would be necessary to get a young man.
As T have said, the older man is fised in his
position after a number of years, and
would not desire to surrender it for a lower
one. The only type of person these posi-
tions would atiract would be a young man
who has not had the necessary experience.

Mr. Kenneally: Either the lawyers are
too successful, or they have developed near-
sightedness, looking for briefs.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes. We are not
likely to get very many men who have had
much experience at the bar, and who have
made good there, to apply for thesze posi-
tions. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Parker) bas occupied a posi-
tion in the public life of the State, and has
been elosely conneeted with the administra-
tion of the law. He has made a reputation
in that walk of life, and I doubt very much
if he would consider the advisability of
throwing ap his practice and becoming a
magistrate at £600 a year,

Mr. Parker: If members’
reduced, he might,

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not like saying
anything personal, and I mention tlat
merely as an example. The prospects of
the membher for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Parker) would not justify him in accept-
ing an appointment as magistrate.

The Premier: What about the member
for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker)?

Mr. WILLCOCK: If the member for
Kanowna had thought fit some ten or 15
years ago to seek appointment as a magis-
irate and had been appointed, no doubt his
judicial mind, of which we have had experi-
cnce in the Speaker's Chair, would have
qualified him excellently for the position,
and he would speedily have attained to the
highest salary paynble to a magisirate.
However, I do not wish to enter upon a
eulozy of the member for Kanowna instead
of discussing the Bill.

The Premier: Any memher who has been
Ainister for Justice for three years should

salaries are
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le qualified for appointment as a magis-
trate.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Probably., I might
talk about myself in that comnection. Simi-
larly, 2 member who has held a portfolio
for six years would be cuslified to form
fair and impartial judgments. With regard
to lawyers

The Attorney General: How about letting
lawyers alone?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Lawyers occupy a
useful position in the life of the eommunity,
and ondoubtedly do good work. I have
had a good deal of experience of lawyers,
and can certify that a large proportion of
them, instead of advising people to rush
into expensive legislation, recommend a
compromise or 2 setilement out of court.
Most of them endeavour to save their un-
fortunate clients—it is unfortunate for any
man to be a lawyer's client, since even the
winner must lose—by letting them down as
lightly as possible. The Attorney (General
hus on many occasions, not very openly bul
rather vhscurely, shown a little bias in fav-
our of lawyers for appointment to the
magistracy, I rather think that if the hon.
gentleman had the respopsibility of recom-
nmendicg appointments to the magisterial
hench, few laymen would be appointed. Un
that aceount alone, it seems to me, if the
BEill passes there will no longer be the op-
portunity that there has been hitherte tor
people to yuality for appointment to the
magistracy. That will be a bad thing for
the State. .

The Attorney General: The qualification
is not altered by the Bill.

Mr, WILLCOCK: For many vears it has
Leen the custom to consider men who grud-
uated on to the bench as wardens eligihle
for appointment as magistrates.

The Attorney Geueral: Yor years there
bas not been an appointment of a mawis-
trate who either was not a lawyer or had
not passed the qualifying examination.

Ar. WILLCOCK: That is so. Some ex-
cellent magistrates have graduated to the
beneh from places entirvely outside the lemal
profession.

The Attorney General: I quite agree with
you.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Without deerying ths
work of any of our magistrates, T consider
that many of onr best magistrates were men
who originally came on to the henrh 55 war-
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dens, In fact, there are sueh magistrates
now in various parts of the State. Seeing
what has oeewrred in the past, and that
this Bill is going to alter the position to
some extent—

The Attorney General: It will not alter
the position one jot.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is going to take
away an opportunity of advancement from
people occupying positions in the Public
SBervice, where they are closely waiched by
the Public Serviee Commissioner. That
officer will be deprived even of the right
to make a suggestion.

The Attorney General: I do not think so.

Mr, WILL{OCK: When appointments
are made directly by the Government, Cabi-
net takes the responsibility of making thein,
and only very rarely consults eilher the
Public. Service Commissioner or anyhody
else, In such cireumstances the Govern-
ment recognise that the responsibility is
theirs, and they take it. As re-
gards the appointment of  judeges,
for example, no one wonld ever dream
of consulting the Public ~ Service
Commissioner. Magistrates are appointed
in much the same way as judges are ap-
puinted, and conscquently I presome that
the Public Serviee Commissioner would not
be consulted with regard to the former.
Many estimable gentlemen known to the
Public Service Commissioner have in the
pust been appointed as magistrates, and it
is probable that the Bill will close an avenne
of promotion to which many public servants
look forward. It will be closed to them
beesu=e there will be no one directly to
represent their elaims to appointment. I
agree with the principle of the Bill, whereby
the Attorney General desires to ent out act-
ing appointments. In my opinion magis-
trates should not function in an acting capa-
city for any length of time. Tt is not a
proper procedure. In conneclion with last
session’s measure amending the Public Ser-

=vice Act, hon. members ware given to under-
stand that certain gentlemen had acted as
magistrates for three or four years, and that
no subsequent appointment to the magistracy
wonld be made without the qualification pre-
scribed by the Public Service Aet, namely,
that the appointee must either be a member
of the legal profession or must have passed
the legal examination preseribed. On the
face of it the Bill will for many years pre-
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vent the appointment of a medical man as
a magistrate.

The Attorney General: Tt is not intended
to touch that phase.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Under the Bill there
will be no possibility of appointing one man
to the two positions of resident medical offi-
cer and magistrate where the State cannot
possibly afford to pay two salaries. The
present practice represents an advantage to
many outback distriets. I presume the diffi-
culty could be got over by exempting such
districts from the operation of the measure.

The Attorney General: Ve shall not ex-
tend the operation of the measure beyond
the limits of what is practicable.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Exzemption by pro-
clamation is likely to give rise to contention.
If the inherent prineiples of the Bill are so
very necessary, it should not make much
difference what part of the State the
measure applies to. If there is something
inherently unsound about the practice of
appointing one man to the two positions,
that practice shonld not operate in the
North-West or in outlyiog portions of the
State any more than it operates in the metro-
politan area.

The Attorney General: Half a loaf is
Letter than no bread.

Mr. WILLCOCK : In inlroducing the
Bill, the Attorney General is aectnated by
motives of high prineiple. Tf no very high
principle is involved, the present is not the
time to bring in such a measure. Unless
there are disabilities to be removed or
abuses to be remedied, the Bill should not
be brought in at the present juneture. The
Premier, when Leader of the Opposition,
severely criticised the introduction of what
he termed unnecessary Bills. At the present
stage this measure ean be classed in that
category, but I do not say it will be so when
the population of the Slate bas further in-
creased. However, at this stage of our
eeonomi¢ existence such a measure should
not be introdnced. 1 do not know that there
has been any call for it. During my six
years as Minister for Justice I did not
hear any complaint on the subjeet exzcept
from the hon. gentleman who bas iniroduced
*he Bill. I do not say that offensively,

The Atforney General: You could not be
oliensive.

Mr. WILLCOCK. I am not trying to be.
[ may say the Bill represents a whim of the
Attorney General. Many people are suffi-
ciently interested in the magistracy to have
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mentioned this matter before if there was
occasion for doing so. The Publie Service
Commissioner has never made any recom-
mendation on the subjeet. The magistrates
themselves, so far as I kmow, have never
made any representations in the matter, but
have always been satisfied with their status.
The Law Society, a body elosely concerned
in the administration of justice from the
very nature of its constitution, would pre-
sumably have given the subject some thought
if that was desirable and could have inter-
viewed the responsible Minister. But no
representations on the subject have come
from that body. The Barristers’ Board have
not mentioned the matter. Neither have the
Justices’ Association nor the Public Service
Association. I contend, therefore, that the
measure falls jinto the category of what the
present Premier, when Leader of the Opposi-
tion, called entirely unnecessary Bills, Bills
the discussion of which represents a waste
of the time of Parliament. Apparently the
Attorney General sees in the present pro-
cedure something which does not really exist.
The amplification, at any rate, from the faet
of his wanting to take away the control of
the magistracy from those who have exer-
cised it in the past, is that there is
sometbing wrong with the manner in
which that econtrol has been exercised.
I do mot think anyone eould say there has
been anything wrong indieated so far. 1
do> »net think we should select one
privileged section of the Public Service and
say to them, “Yon, and you alone of all
the Publie Service, will be allowed to remain
in that service until you are 70 vears of age,
irrespective of what vour capacity may be,
unfess vou like to resign, or unless the Gov-
ernment or some member of Parliament
should take the extreme course of moving
a motion in this Hounse to remove you from
office.” The moving of such a motion would
be, everyone will admit, a most extreme
conrse to adopt. We ean conceive that there
may be cireumstances in view of which either
the Government or the Public Service Com-
missioner might feel justified in retiring an
oflicer. As n matter of tact, not many mis-
tukes have been made under the present
system.  We have known of instances of
men who have heen allowed to eontinue in
ofiice who may not have leen altogether
satisfactory, but their aetions have nof in-
cluded anything officially important enough
tn justify the moving of a motion in Par-
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liament. There may have been men who
have been comparatively unsatisfactory and
yet, if we agree to the Bill becoming law,
those people will be allowed to continue in
their positions tfor some years longer, and a
number of years longer than is possible for
other gentlemen who cannot oscupy their high
positions without being called upon to re-
tire at least five years earlier, Under See-
retaries have to retire unless in certain in-
stances special permission is obtained
through the Execuiive Counecil for the re-
tention of their offices after they are 65 or
more. The Engineer in Chief and wany
other officers whose work has a greater effect
on the economie life of the State than that
of magistrates, have to retire at the age of
65, unless special permission, as I have in.
dicated, is secured to permit their continu-
ing in office. I do not think there is any
necessity for magistrates to be speetfically
exempted in the Bill. The Attorney Gen-
eral gave us the reasons why he selected the
age of 70, but I do not think it right that
one section of the Public Service should
have the. right fixed in a statute to enable
them to retire at 70 years of age. While I
heve no great opposition to offer to the
Bill, I do not think it is necessary, nor do
I think it ean do mueh good. Then again,
I do not think the Bill should be placed be-
fore Parliament for consideration in times
such as these, Rather should we wait until
the population of the State increases to such
an extent that we shall be able to establish
County Courts and appoint officers to pre-
side over them. Tt is not as though magis-
trates are ealled upon to give very learned
expositions of the law. Mostly they judze
on the facts presented to them in evidence,
and give decisions accordingly. That method
has given satisfaction for many vears—satis-
faetion to all except, perhaps, the Attorney
Cteneral. I do not think Parliament should
be called upon to deal with a Bill of this
deseription when we are in the economie
position confronting us te-day, The meas-
ure should not be given the importance at-
taching to one of the first Bills dealt with
in a session that we were told was to he
confined almost exclusively to the big prob-
lems of finance that had to be dealt with to
enable the State to live, let alone attain a
antisfactory position on the road te pros-
perity once more. T do not feet inelined to
support the second reading of the Bill.
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HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [519]: I 'do not like the pro-
visions of the Bill because I do not think
it is opportune. This is a time when, as
we know, reconstruetion is in the air, gener-
ally speaking, and in the circumstances I
do not think we should agree to a measure
that will mean reconstruction on the basis
of making more permanent, positions that
could hardly be as secure as they will be
should the measure become law. In this
House we have heard criticism regarding
security of fenure given to public servants
under the provisions of the Public Service
Act. That security is indeed limited com-
pared with what is proposed under the pro-
visions of the Bill. I have heard Ministers—
T do not say those comprising the present
Government—and others criticising the Pub-
lic Serviee .Act, because they claimed that
Ministers ane! Governments should have the
vight to reconstiuet the Public Service with-
out the limitations imposed by that legisla-
tion. I do not subseribe to any sueh con-
tentions, but I think the Public Servire Act
cives all the security required or necessary
with regard to public offices. At the same
time, I wonld not say there is no necessity
to amend the law under which our judges
are appointed. That legislation has been in
existence for so long that I suppose we have
become used to its provisions. At the same
tine, [ can quite imagine that oeccasions
nmight arise when it should not be desirable
te have a motion passed hy hoth Houses of
- I'arliament for the purpose of removing a
judge. Mistakes can be made regarding the
appointment of judges, and it might be pos-
sible that any such mistake might be put
right if our jndges were not so secure in
their positions, once they were appointed,
as they are under the existing law, To say
that we shall extend the privilezes ontlined
in the Bill to our magistrates. is, in my
opinion, quite wrong. Then again, there
were many complainls about the protection
afforded employees in the Government ser-
vices who have the right of appeal against
decisions that affeet their positions in the
service. There are quite a number who have
elaimed that such provigions have hampered
administration, and that thev do not give the
Government, or even the Public Serviee Com-
missioner amd Minister direetly concerned,
power to act in the public interesfs as may he
iliought desirable, I have alwais sup-
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ported legislation that gave the right to
the individual to appeal against a decisiom
if he felt the punishment inflicted wupon.
bhim was unfair or too exacting. Holding
that view, I believe there should be the-
right of appeal, but to say there shall be-
no right to review is quite wrong. The
other night, the Minister for Eduecation
presented & Bill to hon. members. The
object of that measure was to remove the
rigid provisions of the Education Act. The
Minister told uvs that, because of certain
provisions in the Act, he was limited in lis
desire, as Minister, to institute eertain re-
forms and he asked Parliament to remove
the rigid provisions so as to give lim scope
to act in the interests of the State. Now
his colieague, the Attorney General, says that
although a certain practice has applied for
vears, and although it is quite right for the
ALinister for Education to seek the deletion
of certain rigid powers that affect his fiew-
dom of action, it is only proper that Par-
linment shall aceord him, as Attorney Gen-
eral, sanction for the Bill that will meszn
that the same right shall not be exercised
in the ease of magistrates. In face of the
existing ecircumstances to-day, 1 do not
think we would be right in passing the
measure. | agree with the member for
Geraldton {Mr. Willeock) that the tune is
not opportune for the ¢onsideration of such
& 1ill. There is too mueh retrenchment ov
alteration in the aiv to-day, and we do not
kunow wlnt reconstruction is in view, or
what will be necessary. That heing so, L
do not think this is the lime for us to limit
the power of the Administration with re-
gard to anything necessary for alteration
in connection with the Public Service.
Rather is it time that the Government shonld
i:uve the opportunity to review, and we ean
give the magisirates the same protection as
is afforded other highly-paid officers who
ave subject to the provisions of the Publie
Service Act. That Aet contains all that is
nneessary at the present time, and its pro-
visions ave quite suflicient. { do not think
it desirable to remove magisirates from the
provisions of that Aet. 1t has worked well
to date, and, therefore, it is not necessarv
fo pass the Bill. T soggest to the Attorney
Cieneral that he reconsider the matter and
Iet it starmd over until we know more as to
what the present agitation for reconstrue-
tion will really bring forth. I suggest that
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e leave us with the present law rather than
secure the authority of Parliament to bam-
per reconstruction and alter the status of
the magistracy. He would be well advised
to let the magistrates remain under the
Public Service Act.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A, L. Davy—West Perth—in reply)
[5.25] : T bad hoped that the ex-Minister for
Justice would have viewed this small meas-
ure with a more favourable eve. He has
not opposed it with any great vim. I think
I can deal with the arguments which he
advanced and which one would expeet from
some erusty conservative rather than from
one who sits with a party that prides itself
on its liberalism, if not radicalism.

My, Willeock: Fveryone is democratic in
these days.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know that “demaerat” is neeessarily syn-
onvmous with “conservative.” T suggest
that, gencrally speaking, the hon. mem-
ber’s view wns that we should not change
and that we should be caufions. The mem-
ber for Geraldton (Mr. Willcock) also
rather indicated to the House that his ob-
jretion to the Bill was that it would involve
the expenditure of money. Lef me assure
him that the passage of the Bill will not
involve the Government in the extra ex-
penditure of one penny piece. It is pro-
posed that magistrates shall he removed
from the Civil Service, and it will become
necessary to make an appropriation out of
which the magistrates mav be paid. Con-
sequently, the apnropriation provision is
emhoidied in the Bill. The appropriation
specified represents the minimum rates paid
at the present time, and also the maximum
salary to which any wmagistrate can hope
to rise, with a tiny scope for swing one
way or the other. 1 think the most expen-
sively paid magistrate at present receives
£9360; that i¢ the police magistrate who pre-
sides at the Lwocal Cowrt, Perth. It is not
intended to inecresse the salaries paid at
all, but the necessary appropriation had to
be incleded in the Bill, making provision
witlin the limits of the salaries paid ot the
present time. As to the suggestion that
this is not the time for the Bill to he placed
before Parliament, the Bill is just as apt
now as at any other time. The member
for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D.
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Johnson} says that the time s
not opportune because Parliament should
give the Government as mueh seope
as possible for reconstruction. It is because
there is too much seope for reconstruction
at the present time where magistrates are
coneerned, that I desire the Bill to be passed.
There is no analogy between e¢ivil servants
such as engineers and school teachers on the
one hand, and magistrates on the other, Every
civilised country in the world has realised
that the judiciary, which includes the magis-
tracy, must be placed upon an entirely
different plane from that of other publie
servants. They must be in a completely in-
dependent position. It is possible that they
may find their self-interest conflicting with
their duty. Many different methods have
heen tried in appointing the judiciary with
a view fo getting an impartial administra-
tion of justice, but until Great Britain in- -
vented the present system, the position was
not satisfactorily dealt with, It was not
until we got our present method that there
was an impartial administration of justice
with complete confidence in the integrity of
the judiciary resting in the mind of the
people. In introducing the Bill I instanced
the United States, and said it was only in
those courts where some tenure of office was
given, such as T propose, that the conrts had
the complete confidence of the publie.

Mr. Willeock: There is ne lack of con-
fidenee in cur courts,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
say there is, but there might be, and T want
to see the possibility of evil checked as early
as possible. I am merely following what
bhas been done in other States of Australia,
what has been done in England, and what
is gradually beinz done in America.

Hon. W. D). Jobnson: We have been a
leng time following it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is so,
My view is that the time has arrived when
nll persons oceupying judicial positions
should, as far as possible, be placed in such
an independent position that they are certain
to he able to exercise their funetions without
fear of reward ov penalty.

Mr. Willcoek: That is when dealing with
very Lmportant maiters,

The ATTORYXEY GENERAL: Stipendi-
ary magisirates deal with very important
natters. It is a very impurtant matter
whether 2 man shall be sent to gaol; it is a
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very important matter to the persons con-
eerned whether one shall pay another £100,

Mr. Willcock: But we have that adminis-
tration by honorary justices.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Honorary
justices have no fear of losing anything, be-
cause their job maeans nothing to them. I
would not have justice dispensed by
amateurs who pop on to the bench at the
moment. We have that system in Western
Anstralia only because we cannot afford to
place the whole of the administration of
justice in the hands of permanent judges.
Because this measure will not be all-
embracing is no argument agaiost it, so long
as it goes some of the way to aceord with
the views I hold. The member for Gerald-
ton exclaimed that there had been no demand
for the measure, that neither the magistrates
nor the Law Society nor anybody else had
asked for it, exeept myself, and he suggested,
quite . good-naturedly, that it was something
of a whim on my part. 1 assure the House
that the bulk of the legal profession with
whom I come into contact have expressed
their appreciation of the measure.

Mr. Willcock: Then they were very in-
artieulate previously. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know that the profession are in the habit of
rushing into print with their views on legis-
lation, but whenever I have made protests
in this ouse against the system of aeting
magistrates

Mr. Willcock: That is a different thing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No; it is
part of the same thing.

Mr. Willeoek: The matter of acting magis-
trates is quite a different thing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is not
different.

Mr. Willeock: I agree with your conten-
tion about acting magistrates. We passed
a Bill last year to prevent it,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Last year?

My, Willeock: Yes, practieally so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How ¢an
-that be when at present there gre three aet-
ing magistrates, one of whom, in Perth, has
been acting at the pleasure of the Govern-
ment on & 10-minutes tennre for the last
five vears. Year affer year T have raised
this guestion in the House and have been
told that it was in the hands of the Publie
Service Commissioner,

Hon. P. Collier: You know that at the
time we could not get suitable applicants.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I was in-
formed that that was so, but I think the
diffienlty could have been overcome. I do
not wish to deal with individuals, but I
might say that the gentlemen holding magis-
terial positions ave a thoroughly honourable
and excellent lot of public servants, who
deserve the praise of the people for the
manner in which they earry out their duties.
That, however, is beside the pornt. It is
absurd to say that the acting magistracy was
abolished by any measure passed by this
House. So far from ils having been
abolished, it still continues. I Qesire to see
it stopped, and I see no means of stopping
it except by such as as are included in this
Bill.

Mr. Willeock: It could be stopped if the
emoluments were made sufficiently attrac-
tive, but the Public Service Commissioner
would not do that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
are two things that attract people to jobs,
one is the emoluments and the other is the
status of the position. Both those factors
play an important part in the mind of any
person when he is considering whether he
will take a job. We eannot make the emolu-
ments as high as we would like to, but we
ean improve the statvs. I am asking the
House to do one of the two things necessary
to improve the position. If we cannot give
magistrates as much money as is necessary
to attract the most skilful men, let uvs give
them the best pessible status. I ask the
House to give magistrates the status which
we regard as essential for judges, and why
not? Judges are appointed for life, and if
we are going to carry that principle io the
extreme, magistrates, too, wshould be ‘ap+4
pointed for life. When dealing with the
creation of a new judicial position some
time ago, that of President of the Arbitra-
tion Court, the Leader of the Opposition
and I came to the conclusion that it was a
fair thing to provide that his tenure of the
position should be till he aitained the age
of 70. 1 think that is a reasonable compro-
mise hetween the whole-life tenure and any-
thing less. That s why I bave included the
age of 70 in this Bill. But for that pre-
eedent, T should have felt inclined to inseri
no age limit at all, but to make appoint-
ments for life.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
recognised age.

Sixty-five is the
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 think
that is a wrong age. It might apply to jobs
that involve manual fitness, but in johs in-
volving mental capacity a man may he nor-
mul and thoronghly alert until he attains
the age of at least 7. Tn fixing that age, we
run no risk whatever, unless a inan von-
tracts disease that venders him inefficient.

Mr. Kenneally: The Government are not
carryving that out in other departments.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
concerned about that, heeause the existing
law governing it stands. I am dealing with
tne section of the community, a most im-
portant section, and this is an important re-
form. I am not going to be persuaded to
abandon that reform because, perhaps, an-
nther reform is needed in another depart-
ment of our social organisation.

Mr. Kenneally: The Government, through
a Minister, introduced the other system in
another department and retired men at 65.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Gov-
ernment did no such thing. A law passed
many years ago provided that a man had to
retire at 65 years.

Mr. Willcock: There is no sueh law,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
there is.

Mr. Wiilcock:
men.

The ATTORNEY (GENERAL: My im-
pression s that there is. However, I am
not concerned ahont that, and I do not pro-
pose to abaudon this measure because the
hon. member thinks that the Government
ought to do something like it elsewhere. I
suggest that members who believe something
like it ought fo be done elsewhere should
support the Government in their endeavours
to accomplish this reform.

The Minister for Railways: Tt is eon-
trary to the policy of the unions to retain
men after they have reached 65.

Mr. Kenneally: The Minister is not in
a position to speak of the policy of the
unions. '

The Minister for Railways: The unions
have repeatedly urged that men should re-
tire at 65.

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL: Another
Joint raised hy the member for Geraldton
was that, if this measure be passed, the
Government might be more likely to appoint
youn men who would be unsuitable. Surely
the reverse is the case. The more perman-

Not applying to wages
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cutly we appoint people, the more careful
the Government would be in waking a
selection, I am inclined to ugree with the
nember for Geraldton in his suggestion thas
our choice will be rather eramped under the
nmeasure, because it provides that we must
select magistrates from qualified legul prac-
titioners, or persons who have passed the
preseribed examination, Unless I could be
sure that we counld always get wmen of von-
siderable experience as legal practitioners,
I would be inclined to give the Government
a free hand, beeanse I agree with the lon.
member that some of the bret magistrutes
we have had have been men who had not
passed the preseribed examination and
who were not solicitors. Where our choice
is so limited, I should feel inclined to agrec
to an amendment, if the member for Ger-
aldton sees fit to move it, deleting the pro-
posed qualifieations. Personally, I regard
the tenure of office of a person oceupying
a judicial position as very much more im-
portant than his qualifieations. I have a
belief in the inherent sense of justice of all
human beings. The trouble is that the sense
of justice is so constantly blinded by self-
interest. I helieve that if a person who
had led a dishenest life were appointed to
a judicial position and given complete secur-
ity of tenure, his natural sense of justice
wonld fend to make him exercise his fune-
tions in a satisfactory manner.

Mr. Willeock: You know what autocracy
of power does to most people. They exer-
cise it in a most extraordinary way.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, be-
cause their self-interest dictates it.  But
take any normal, healthy-minded man and
put him in a judicial position, and remove
from him as far as possible any temptation
to depart from the striet sense of justice,
and 1 think his reasoning intellect will make
him endeavour to do what appears to he
justice to the position. T regard the inde-
pendent position as being more important
than the qualifications. Give a man of the
greatest attainments a position on the jud-
icial benech and expose him to temptation,
and he may go wrong if he is not inherently
straight, but place a man of mediocre at-
tainments in the position, a man with ne
particular sense of honesty, and expose him
to temptation and he will go wrong.

Hon, P. Collier: A man with unconscious
bias very often departs from justice,
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
s0, though the longer he sits in the judicial
position, safe from interference of tenure,
the less will be his unconseious bias, and the
better he will he able to see all around the
questions presented for his decision.

Mr. Sampson: Might not an arregant
spirit grow up if permanency is granted?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do mnot
think it matters in a judicial person so long
as it is exercised with justice. Very often
a certain amount of arrogance is good for
the persons brought before the court, as well
as Tor some of the lawyers appearing in the
court.

Hon. P. Collier: A man nught be arro-
gant and have a keen sense of justice.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
$0.
The Minister for Railways: That is why
opposition is good for some ecandidates at
election time; otherwise they become arro-
gant.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The gues-
tion of persons in outlying districts who at
present eombine the positions of medieal
officer and magistrate will not avise under
this measure, becaunse it is not intended that
the operation of the Act shall be extended
to the whole of the State immediately, but
only in the futnre when funds will be avail-
able fo appoint whole-time men in these
positions. We propose to make a start in
the area comparatively close to Perth, and
we hope to work out gradually as the fin-
ances improve. I should like to see the re-
muneration made more attractive, the mini-
mum being £1,000 a year-ranging to £1,500.
However, that is quite impossible at the
present time; but we believe that by inereas-

ing the emoluments, we shall be able to cover

the whole State. For the time being the
operations of the Act will be Limited to 2
portion of the State only. I do not sup-
pose that will be in the time of the present
Government. It may he that the member
for Geraldton, if he allows the Bill to be-
come law, will have the privilege in future
years of extending the operations of the
naeasure so that it will cover the whole of
the State.

Mr. Kenneslly:
time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think the financial position will be snch as
to enable that to he done in a couple of

In a couple of years
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years’ time, hut perhaps six years hence,
when the member for Geraldton may again
become Minister for Justice, he will have the
privilege of making the extension of the
well-recognised prineiple of the administra-
tion of British justice.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1930-31.
In Committee of Supply.

Debates resumed from the 2nd October
on the Treasurer’s financial statement and
on the Annual Estimates ; Mr. Richard-
son in the Chair. .

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.4]: Flirst
of all, I should like to refer to the attacks
that have been made on those engaged in
public life, and the challenges that have
been issued to members. I noticed in this
morning’s paper another attack on the Fed-
eral Parliament and the State authorities
generally, and while we know that the
Parliaments are not perfect, we can
claim that the attacks are not justified
becanse the whole of the troubles of this
country to-day cannot be attributed to
politicians.  After all, the trouble is world-
wide. In this State we have depended
mainly on the production of gold and
wheat. We know that it was T.ord Forrest
who made it possible for the mining indus-
try to thrive by providing water, and we
know also what Sir James Mitchell ‘and
others have done to put the agrieultural
industry on its present fooling. Just now
our only duty is to get the Estimates
through as quickly as we can, time being
the essence of the contract. Al I wish to
urge is that if it should be found affer the
present session has closed that {he BEsti-
mates appear to be going astray, the Gov-
ernment should again summon Parliament
and submit supplementary Estimates. One
is aware that the publiec as a whole have
expressed their confidence in the Budget as
it has been brought down, but we should
also like to feel that it is the determination
of the Government, having put up a set of
figures which may not be found to balanee,
that they are prepared in the months ahead
to call Parliament together again and sub-
mit a revision of the Budget so as to make
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up any leeway that may have presented
itself,

AMr, Willeock: You were not here when
the House opened to-day; notiece was given
of seven or eight taxation measures.

Mr, NORTH: Another point is with re-
gard to unemployment, There again the
number of those out of work may increase.
I believe the cost at the present time is
something like £180,000 a year, and if the
number of unemployed inereases, it will be
the duty of the Government to see that
those who are suffering are provided for.

Mz, Willcoek: Surely you do mnot think
the position will become worse with Sir
James Mitchell in power!

Mr. NORTH: It is not a matter of who
is in power; it i1s a matter of world facts.
Coming baek to local questions, the Min-
ister for Railways the other evening made
an important statement in which he pointed
out that motor transport had taken a great
deal of revenue from the railways. The
ex-Minister for Works in the course of his
remarks a few evenings ago suggested that
tf it had not been for my heinous attack on
the Government a couple of years back, the
roads would have been cleared of most of
the traffic and the railways would have got
back to their normal state. I fail to realise
that my efforts had such a tremendous in-
fluence on the then Government. My
opinion is that it is more a matter of pub-
lic opinion which the Government wisely
followed at that time. There was a clamour
for road transport and I feel now, as I felt
then, that the public are entitled to choose
their own method of transport. I do not
agree with the argument which suggests
that we should support one or the other—
the railways or the buses. It is a question
of efficiency and we should take the means
of transport on general peints. We have
certain conditions imposed upon us and we
must balance the budget by every available
proecess. Therefore it may happen that we
should have to wuse the less satisfaefory
method of transport, even though it im-
poses certain hardships on the publie. At
the same time let me take the definite case
of the district I represent. By reason of &
regulation which does mot allow the pick-
ing up of passengers by motor vehicles
within 2 prescribed area, it is quite ob-
vious that the public are going to be very
much hampered. The trams take 25
minutes to cover a journey that the motor
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vehicles do in ten minutes. If we compel
the public to use the trams, we shall be
putting back the eclock. I suggest that a
conmpromise ean be arrived at without
affecting the trams. My proposal is that
the trams should take the bulk of the
traflic which oecurs at the peak periods,
morning and evening, and that we should
waive the regulation during the{ slack
bours, say, between 9.30 am. and 4.30 p.m.

Mr. Willcock: You want to have the
two methods of transport where only one
is necessary.

Mr. NORTH: Both are being operated
at the present time. Taxi cars are run-
ning from Fremantle {o Perth and vice
versa, and they carry the traffic for a good
deal of the way. But we must not lose
sight of the fact that many people have
bought houses within ten minutes’ drive
of the city by taxi, and we propose that
they shall patronise the trams which take
23 minutes to cover the journey. That
may be justified from the point of view of
balaneing the budget, but not from any
other aspeet. Therefore the suggestion I
have to make, so that the Government
shall not be harassed, is that the regula-
tion regarding the taxi vehicles shall be
waived during certain hours, The tagxis
will then be able to carry some of the
traffie, and the trams will have it during
the busier perieds. Like other members,
[ have received communications setting
out all sorts of theories for the existing
world couditions from whichk we are suf-
fering. I have no intention of referring
to them at the present junéture beecause the
present Parliament has quite enongh to
do in attempting to balance the budget.
If there are world-wide reasons for the
present state of affairs, which we cannot
control, it is ;no use wur attempting to
solve them from this end. We have all
we can do to look after our own finances,
and we can safely leave the bigger diffi-
culties to those elsewhere whose provinee
it is to solve them. A great many com-
plaints have been levelled by the public
ngainst the Siate Parliament. These should
have been more properly laid at the door
of the Federal Parliament. Requests have
been made by farmers for a moratorium
and for an increase of the note issue, as
well as other suggestions for euring onr
troubles. All these are exclusively Fed-
eral matters, though I do not think the
Federal Parliament ean eure them. The
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fact remains that they come within the
Federal sphere; we as a State Parliament
bave not the power nor the opportunity,
legally or otherwise, to solve the various
questions we have been asked to deal with.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [557]: In a
slatement made earlier in the session there
was a reference to a reduetion of Parlia-
mentary allowances.  We are looking for-
ward with interest to the introduetion of
that measure. I feel that in view of the
ve.y difficult times through which the State
is passing that reduction to be set out in the
Bill will readily be approved. In respect to
State trading the time is opportune to offer
a few remarks on the subjeet of the exten-
sion of electric ¢urvent. There is urgent
need for something to he done in that re-
speet.

Hon. D. Collier: Is not that State tra-
ing?

AMr. SAMPSON: I regard electricity
supply as a utility which should be extendea
to every part of the cuter suburban districts
where it is likely to have a beneficial effecy
on production. 1 regret that many eentres
within z radius of 120 miles from ’erth are
not supplied from one generating station, as
was done in South Australia many years
ago with the result that the produetion and
distribution of current was much more econ-
omically handled. Unfortunately for those
in our outer suburban areas who desire eur-
rent, the position usually is that the gener-
ating capacity of the East Perth station is
said to Dbe at its peak. That eondition is
bronght about because of a specially good
agreement made some years ago with the
Perih City Couneil.

Hon. W. D. Jolnson: Did you say speei-
ally good?

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. Good for those
who have the apporitunity to use that cur-
vent. That eurrent is supplied to the Perth
City Council at a vnte below the cost of
_ production. That is very much to be re-
gretted. The position is that while there is
always plenty of current for picture shows
and other forms of illumination, those who
recuire the enrvent For primary production
are unable fo get it beeause the generating
capaeity of the plant is insufficient to meet
all that is necessary. That, of course, is to
be regretted, particularly in view of the
pious hopes and statements frequently voiced
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by members on both sides that we should
Inok after those on the land.

The Minister for Railways: Wonld you
support a Bill to take compulsorily 50 per
eent. of the profits acerning to the Perth
City Council from electricity ¥

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I would be prepared to
support a veruest to the Minister that the
legal position of the agreement hetween the
Government and the Perth City Couneil
should he looked into.

11on. P. Collier: There is no need to look
into it.

The Minisier for Railways: No, it does
not recquire illuminating.

Mr, SAMPSON: I am not sure. In view
of the illuminating ndvice sometimes given
in this Chamber, it may be that a defect
wilt he found in that agreement. I question
whether it is quite equitalle that the State
should he levied upon to the extent it is
levied upon under this agreement.

The Minister for Railways: It was £70,000
last year.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: We have the Attorney
(teneral, the Chief Secretary, the member
for Norih-East Fremantle, the member for
Kanowna, and the inember for Geraldtou,
all hnasting acquaintunce with legai intrie-
acies. Through them we might be able te
put up a case proving that this agreement
is neither equitable nor legal.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: To begin with, T
think the Counneil have more area than they
<hould have.

Mr, SAMPSON: T recall that in 1925 the
then Deputy Premier, fired with the enthu-
sinsm of youthful optimism, did me the kind-
ness to visit Mundaring. The hon. member
himself will receall the very earnest desire
then expressed by the people of Mundaring
that electric eurrent should be exiended to
that centre. This is an indication of what
is happening all throngh the outer suburban
areas. Eleetrie current for power purposes
is everywhere required. It is required at
Parkerville so that it might be nsed in the
quarries, and for a sumilar purpose it is re-
cquired at Middle Swan. Current cannot be
procured to carry on neeessary work. If the
current were available for those auarries,
there would be cheaper road-making mater-
ial for a number of local authorities, and
there would be-less unemployment than we
have to-day. I do not know that there is
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any use in complaining of what was done
in the- past; the past has gome, and the
future is not too hopeful in respect of elec-
tric eurrent.

The Minister for Railways: We must get
that new unit,

Mr. BAMPSON: I do hope that io spile
of manifold difliculties the Premier will
make provision tor a uew generaling unit

at the East Perth station. Hope de-
ferred maketin the heart sick. As L
observed a few moments o, it wue

hoped that with the enthusiazina of the
Deputy Premier in 1925 we should bave
an extension of the electrie current to Mun-
daring. I am sure that gentleman used his
best endeavours to secure that extension,
hut evidently the necessary money could not
be found. I do not wish to labour this pro-
posed extension of the eleetric curvent, but
I hope every consideration will be given
to it. As for State trading, 1 trust it will
not be long before the Government give
their undivided attention to governmental
matters, and that the State frading concerns
will no longer exist as such.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Would yeu include
in that the Government Printing Office’

Mr, SAMPSON: Yes: [ am vrepared to
sacrifice the Government Printing Office,
which has rather exceeded the purposes for
which it was established, and is in the habit
of encroaching upon private enterprise.
However, it may be considered that I am
personally interested in that subject, and %o
I do not desire to speak on it at any length.
As for the State hotels, I think I will have
general support when I say the time has
long since passed when they should have
becn disposed of. It is a most undignified
position for any Government to depend on
the =ale of liguor—Iladling out wallop, it
has been described by some members—as &
means whereby Consolidated Revenue is to
be improved. It is gratifying to know that
the present Government stand for private
enterprise as against State trading. This
iz what State trading does in point of
hotels, This is seriously reported in the
local newspaper—

The Premier: Local where?

Hon. P. Collier: But these papers are
very unreliable.

Mr. SAMPSON: In this instanee the ve-
port is quite correct. This is referring to
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the Wongan Hills State Hotel, regarding
which the -*Ballidu-Wongan Budget” says—

The additions tu the hotel building at
Wongan Hills are now nearly completed, in-
cliuing extra bath accommodation. A corri-
dor eBlect has been added to the scuthern

building, in whick are two ncat enclosures
fitted with showers.

Imagine that! The fact that the Wongun
Hills State Hotel has put in two showers is
held to be a matter for congratulation.
Because, although for many years the
people of the distriet have urged that the
hotel should be freated the same as other
hotels, successive Governments, and even the
Licenses Reduction Board, have refused to
foliow that course.

Hon. P. Collier: But these are additional
showers, of course.

AMr. SAMPSON: Yes; additional showers.
Also in recognition of the needs of this
single-storeyed hotel at Wongan Hills thero
are two new poreelain hand basinz. Now
the only thing necessary is to put back the
clock & year or two and send along an Hon-
orary Minister officially to declare them
open.

My, Munsie: Is its single storey a detri-
ment to the hotel?

My, SAMPSON: Yes; it is recognised
by the Licenses Reduction Board that an
hotel must be at least two-storeved. At all
cvents, the hotel at Wongan Hills is utterly
inadequate for the needs of that prosper-
ons, growing distriet. T do not know for
what purpose the building in which this
husiness is carrvied on was originally built,
but T should say it was an antedeluvian
Lype of country store, with unexpected steps
tere and there to cateh the unwarv. Such
steps in an hotel, of course, are ahsolutely
ont of place. As for the conduet of that
hotel, T have nothing but praise. The meals
are good, the liquors are good, the honse ia
perfeetly elean, and everything is in order.
But the time has arrived when these State
hotels should be disposed of. Still refer-
ring to tbe improvements at the Wongan
Hills State hotel, the local newspaper
sAYTE—

These conditions will adl greatlv to the
comfort of the hotel’s gmests,

If many guests come along they have to
sleep on the verandah, or go rvound the
town and try to find friends who will put
them np for the night. At one time I
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wanted to remain at Wongan Hills over-
night. I went along to the hotel with a
friend, but found there was room for only
one of us,

Hon. P. Collier: That was a tragedy!

Mr. SAMPSON: I should not be sur-
prised if the Leader of the Opposition has
found himself in equally embarrassing cir-
cumstances, for he moves about those dis-
triets a good deal. The local newspaper,
still referring lo the hotel additions, con-
tinues—

Tt is to be regretted that they have been
added to a building which in itself ta totally
inadequate and unsuitable.

Yobody can criticise the accurasey of the
writer of that paragraph, for he has le-
seribed the position exactly as it is.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SAMPSON: Two or three years ago
the then Minister for Railways, by invita-
tion, visited Mundaring and attended a meet-
ing at which the railway service was dis-
cussed. The need for a train that would
reach Perth in time for the early workers
was stressed, and it was understood that the
Minister would make an endeavour to run
that train. The meoting assured the Min-
ister that a large number of workers would
settle in Mundaring, Glen Forrest, Darling-
ton, and Greenmount if it was possible for
them to reach Perth in time fo attend their
duties. I snggest to the present Minister
that an early morning train should be pro-
vided if possible. 1 believe it would pay,
but at any rate a trial might be made. If
it is not run I feel it will not be long before
a taxi or charabanc service is operating
along the York Road. That road is now
nearly reconstructed as far as Mundaring.
If provision for a train is not made by the
Government, there can surely be no objec-
tion if, in view of the great need that exists
for such, a service from Mundaring
to Perth is supplied by some bus owner. 1
suggest also it is time that the power used
at pumping stations Nos. I and 2 be looked
into. Steam power is obsolete, and if a close
caleulation were made I think it would be
found that electric power would make for a
very considerable reduction in cost. No other
power is nearly as cheap as electric power,
and I believe a change-over from steam to
electricity would make for a good deal of
economy. The matter is not one that I am
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advancing as a definite proposition, but I do
ask that the Government should look into the
matter and see whether this change-over
could not be made. At the present time, in
order to cart wood to the pumping station,
a road of about 18 miles in length has to be
maintained, and, because of the stiff gradi-
ents, this is fairly costly work. The sym-
pathy of every member will be with the
Premier in the very difficult position he has
to face. Everyone here, both on the Gov-
ernment and Opposition sides of the Cham.
ber, earnestly hopes he will be able to live
ap to the fizures he presented in his Budget
a few days ago. We wish to assure him that
anything we can do towards that end will
be done gladly. I feel sure too, that mem-
bers will readily welcome the suggested legis-
lation for the reduction of Parliamentary
salaries. The position ealls for general
treatment. It is an obligation on membern
to take the initiative, and gratifying to know
that the Premier proposes to bring down this
Bill.

Mr. Marshall: T wish you had to represent
my electorate and keep five children.

Mr, SAMPSON: The hon. member musi
not blame me for his five children. I feel
that he thinks as I do in this matter.

Mr. Marshall: I do not think as you do,
and do not want you te speak for me.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member has
generally no diffieulty in speaking for him-
self, and usually does so out of place.

Mr. Marsbhali: But I use better arguments
than you do.

Mr. SAMPSON: Members generally will
welcome the introducfion of this measure,
and will be glad both now and at any other
time, and in any way, to asgsist the Govern-
ment in the difficult times through which
we aré passing.

Mr, Marshall: If you would have a go
at some of the newspaper dividends, T might
agree with you.

MR. J. H SMITH (Nelson) [7.35] : 1
would not be doing my duty if I did not
bring under the notiee of the Government
certain anomalies I know to exzist. I would
first of all refer to land taxation, I sym-
pathise with the Premier in his difficult task
of trying to make both ends meet. In my
opinion, however, a portion of the revenue
for which he budgeted cannot be expected
to come from land tazation. As is well
known, at the last general election, eandi-
dates from this side of the House told the
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people on the land that if a change in Gov-
ernment occurred, one of the first things we
would do would be to provide for an exemp-
tion of £250 on the unimproved value of
land, and reduce the land tax from 2d. to
1d. The main trouble, however, is in regurd
to the assessments, 1 propose to read a
letter I have received from the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, Boyup Brook branch,
and from this members will know what the
position really is. The letter is as follows:—

A well-attended meeting convened by the
local brauch of the Primary Producers’
Association was held at Boyup Brook om
September 13th to discuss and protest against
the very high assessments rendered by the
State Taxation Department on unimproved
land, more especially in this distriet (Upper
Blackwood).

I now come to the point concerning whigh
I asked a question on Thursday afiernoon.
The letter continues—

Several land owners gave details of their
1929/1930 assessments, eomparing them with
those of the previous year, In all the cases
brought before the meeting, the Taxation De-
jrartment had inereased the valuations by not
less than 100 per cent., gnd in one case the
Department had made demands for tax on a
valuation of over five times that for the
1928/29 period. In this case the Commia-
sioner thought fit to aseess the unimproved
value of the holding at a figure in excess of
the amount paid for the holding (with all
improvements) less than ‘wo years ago, and
this in spite of the fact that the property
changed hands at the peak of the boom
period.

This speaks for itself. The land assessments
were zdopted by the Federal assessors some
vears ago for taxation purposes. I expected
something would be bronght down this session
to provide for the re-valnation of agricul-
tural land in this State. At the time these
assessments were made everything was at
its peak in values. Wheat was worth be-
tween 6s. and 7s. 6d. a bushel, and wool was
round about 3s. a lb. All that was being
produced from the land was at peak prices,
and the assessments were based on those
prices. The local authorities adopted these
values with a reduction of 333 per cent.
They were, however, too high, with the re-
sult that rates are to-day not heing paid.
Just now our primary products are at their
Jowest ebb. How can any Government ex-
pect to collect land taxzation when the prob-
lem is to keep people on the land? Some-
thing must be done to protect these taxpay-
ers. It appears to me a farce that such a
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large amount should be collected from our
timber industry for reforestation. When I
spoke on the Address-in-Reply I said that
the royalty per foot on timber had gone up
over 200 per cenf. Actually the royalty
on a 6ULt. pile, such as is being used to-day
tor the building of the railway bridge over
the Swan, is £6 15s. This was taken from
one department to give to the other. The
inspection fees are one-third of the royalty.
The Forests Department, and the man who
is supplying the piles is getting £16, and of
this the Forests Department are taking £10
for reforestation purposes. Whilst that is
geing on, the railvays are being strangled
and are losing many thousands a year.
This shouid he inquired into. Mem-
hers may say we have to be loyal, and do
s0 and so and something else. Many things
require to be looked into. One matter is in
regard to the throwing open of Crown land.
I have in my bag to-night 100 applications
for such land. The Government should
throw open Crown lands instead of going
miles and miles away as they are doing to-
day from railways, schools and other facili-
ties. At least 5,000 people eould be sup-
plied with land if it could be released from
the Forests Department, south of injarra
and within close proximity to existing rail-
ways, rvoads, schools and other facilities.
The Government propose to bring in a Bill
te reduce the allowances of members and
public servants’ saldries. The Premier indi-
cated the veduction as on the basis of 10
per cent. We are to have a hospitals tax of
13d. in the pound. I plead for an unem-
ployment tax; before the Government have
gone much further they will find such a tax
indispensable. The 10 per cent. reduction
is a flat vate, not applying to Ministers who
draw double what private members draw.
The Government should begin faxing at 1id.
in the pound the people who are untouched
to-day. Thus there would be & total vollec-
tion of £600,000. On the basis of the hos-
pitals tax, rising gradually, the veturn would
be over a million of money. The Treasurer
could deduet the amount of the hospitals
tax, and still have £600,000 left to give em-
ployment to people whe are workless to-day.
I entered this Chamber as an independent
responsible only to my electors. I have
linked up with the present Government, and
said that I will give them faithful service.
I will not vote them out of office unle~= my
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electorate, absolutely losing faith in the
Government, compels me to do so. I want
Ministers to realise that I shall be an earn-
est critie, and shall always voice my opin-
ions. To a great extent I shall please my-
self as to the manner in which I record
my vote.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: So long as ii is not
dangerouns.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: On matters vital to
the country I shall record my vote as my
consecience dictates,

Mr, MeCallum: Ounly on those questions?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Ounly on those gues-
tions.

Mr, MeCallum: As regards the rest you
will do as you are told?

Mr. J. H. SMITH : I am not caucus-ridden
like the hon. member interjecting, I am re-
spongsible only to my electors. That is the
advantage of sitting on this side of the
Chamber.  There are no pledges to bhe
signed. We are not responsible to persons
sitting in conclave. YWe are not liable to

be hauled over the coals and refused a selec-

tion ballot if we do not do exactly as thosc
persons tell us,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You were refused
an endorsement.

Mr. J. H SMITH: Never in my life. 1
was one of the endorsed candidates. How-
ever, I went out on the principle that ne
outside body had authority to refuse an en-
dorsement. I shall disecuss the various items
as they arise. There -will be opportunities
for discussion later, as the Leader of the
Opposition said, Bills will be brought
down, and they will be treated according to
their worth. '

MR. MUNSIE (Hannans) [7.50]: A
good deal has been said in this Chamber,
and certainly a good deal has heen printed
in the newspapers, during the last month or
six weeks as to the various Australian Gov-
¢rnments being compelled to live within
their means. It is said that each Australian
" Parliament—there are seven of them in all
—must square the ledger. My belief is that
during the current year each State Govern-
ment and the Federal Government will
bring down a Budget that on paper will
square the ledger, but that when the 30th
June of next vear arrives neither the Com-
monwealth nor any State will have squared
the ledger. The talk of squaring the ledger
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is purely talk. Anyone who realises the
facts must know that the various Govern-
menis eannot do it, and will not do it. They
will budget for sueh a result, but at the
end of the year they will fall short of it.
I wish to deal with only two items in the
Premier’s Budget. I notice that the total
of the reductions in this year’s Estimates is
£156,597. The principal cuts are in two
departments—>Medical £114,930 and Mines
£10,862.

The Minister for Lands: There is also a
cut in the Agricultural Department.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am taking onoly the two
depavtments I have administered, and they
vepresent the greater part of the reduction,
£125,792. The Premier appealed to me as
a formers Minister for Health who intro-
duced a Bill, the session before last, provid-
ing a tax on income for hospital purposes.
In his Budget speech the Premier bas fore-
casted a hospitals tax, The fignres given by
him prove conelusively what his intentions
are. He is budgeting to raise by the hos-
pitals tax, whatever it may prove to be, a
sum of £136,000. Then he proposes to take
into Consolidated Revenue the amount re-
ceived from the entertainments fax, whien
he forecastz at £36,000. Really it is not
£36,000, but more. It has been more for the
Inst three years. To offset that £36,000 the
hon. gentleman zays he will allow the hos-
pital fund, which will be created by the
proposed Bill, to vetain the amount of collee-
tiohs during the year. These, it is estimated,
will amount to £36,000. 1 do not know how
the Premier arrives at that estimate. The
Budget figures show last year’s collections
as £40,572. However, included in that
amount are the collections from the Repatri-
ation Board by the Perth Hospital, and
also eolleetions from the Federal Govern-
ment for treatment of venereal disease in
seaport towns,

The Minister for Lands: That money will
not he available.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, it will. Thus the
total amoun{ is £40,572. For argument's
sake we will say that last year £36,000 was
colleeted from  Government  hospitals
throughout the State—there are 12 of them.
The Premier has no possible hope of col-
lecting £36,000 this year. Everybody must
recognise that collections from public hos-

" pitals will certainly go down. The money

is not here; the people are not as well off
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as they were last year, Therefore, the Pre-
mier will not receive £3G,000 from that
source. Thus the hospitals will he worse off
on that tine. On the other hand, receipts
from entertaiments tax will undoubtedly
inerease. 1 know there is a depression, but
the reason for the jnerease is that three of
the largest picture shows in the eity of
Perth have during the last two months re-
duced their admission fee from 2s. 714d.—
which amount returned nothing to Lhe State
—to 2x. 2d., from which the State will eol-
lect. Theretore, the amount received by the
State will be greater and the amount re-
ceived by the Commonwealth Iess. The
Commonwealth have been collecting on
the 2s. 7¥%d. and 3s. 3d. admission fees,
the State getting wvothing from them.
The State will henceforth colleet on
the 2s. 2d. admission fee, and the taxation
will, according to the Premier, ge into
Consolidated Revenue. When introducing
the hospital tax mecasure of the session be-
fore last L estimated a surplus of £58,000
after providing for payment of 6s. per bed
in respect oi cvery bed oceupied in a hos
pital in this State. At that time the present
Premier, then Leader of the Opposition,
asked whether the Treasurer was going to
pay interest on the £54,000 while the amount
was in the Treasury. [ naturally answered
in the negative. The Treasnry was collecting
the money, but wonld not be asked to pay
inferest on the £58,000, which amount in any
case would not he in the Treasury long
enough to return any appreciable interest.
Last year, according fo these Estimates, it
cost £141,431 from Counsolidated Revenue to
run the Medical Department. This year the
Premier proposes fo raise £156,000 by tax-
ation. He intends to allow collections from
the hospitals tax, estimated at £36,000, to
bring the total yovenue from hospitals ap
to £192,000. Then he is going to pay into
Consolidated Revenne £104,539 from the
hospitals fax. That will be getting money
under false pretences. If the Government
cannot square the ledger without im-
posing taxation, let them be honest about
the matter and impose direct taxes,
The taxation should not be put forward
under the gmise of a hospitals tax if
the hospitals are not going to get the
proceeds. The Premier will not get my
support for a Bill of that deseription.
Nor do I believe hon. members will allow
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him to pars a hospitals tax and put inte
Consolidated Revenue £104,539 out of the
proceeds.

The Minister for Lands: e dves not pu
it in. You wean he does uot take it out.

Mr. MUXNSIE: Revenune will benetit ‘o
that extent.

The Minister Lor Lands: That is better.

Mre. MUNSIE: Revenue will benetit to the
extent of £105,000. 1If a hospitals tax is
to be raised in Western Amstralia, the pro-
ceeds should be, as under the Collier Gov-
ermment’s Bill, set aside solely for the main.
tenance and extension of hospitals.

The Minister for Lands: So they will be.

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes, £192,000 will be set
nside! It is absolutely unfair. Two or
three years ago 1 was severely criticised,
particularly by the meniher for Swan (Mr.
Nampson) when T claimed that the enter-
tainments tax had not benelited the revenue
during the regime of the Collier Govermmuent.
L uotill maintain that the only benefit the
general revenue derived from the oenter-
tainments fax, which represented £38,000 a
year, was the revenue we colleeted fromn
Crovernment hospitals and from patients in
those hospitals. To that extent the revenue
benefited directly, and that was all. Not
a penny of the entertaimments tax went
inte Consolidated Revenue. The position is
sel ont in the Government's Estimate<.
They show the amount recewved irom the
tax for 1929-30 was £38,5695, less the cust
of collections and refunds, £931; making
a total of £37,664. The amount broughi
torward from 1928-20 was £890, making
the amount available for alloeation
£38,554. The amount alloeated was £37,137.
That was .all that was spent from the
entertninments iax last year. The smount
held ip the Treasury this year was
£1417. At the bottom of that is the esti-
maled expenditnre for 1920-30 charged fo
Consolidated Revenue, £10-L,204. The ex-
penditure last vear charged fo the enter-
tainments tax fund was £37,137, makinz a
total of £141,431. Now this is what we
find when we turn to the Estimates for this
year. Estimated receipts for 1930-31 in
connection with the hospital fund show that
the estimated amount to be received from
the hospitals tax will be £156,000. Hos-
pilal collections, estimated to be received,
previously treated as revenue, £36,000, thus
giving a total of £192,000. The Premier
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has disclosed in tlose fizures the faet that
the imposition of the hospitals tax will
ingan that instead of the hospitals benefit-
ing to the extent of £1:36,000, (onsolidated
Hevenue will benefit to the tune of £105,000
and the hospitals to the extent of £52,000
only,

The Minister for Works: Then whetre do
sou say the false representation comes in?

My. MUNSIE: The false representation
15 In introducing a hospitals tax Bill, see-
ing that the hospitals will not get the money.
I candidly believe that 23 per cent. of the
people of Western Australia were in fav-
our of the impesition of a tax for the main-
tenance of our hospitals when the Labour
Govermuent introduced the Bill. Km.)wing;
that, the present Government intend intro-
ducing a Bill for a similar purpose, but
the hospitals will not reeeive any corres
ponding bhenefit. .

The Minister for Works: They will got
the whole of the tax.

My. MUNSIE: And the money will be
paid into Consolidated Revenue. That is
{renzied finance.

Mr. Sleeman: And hospitals will not be
any better off. )

Mr. MUNSIE: Not a penny piece better
off. If the Premier infends to persist in
his budgsting along those lines, T hope the
House will not agree fo his hospitals tax
Bill. Shonld the measure pass this House,
I hope the Legislative Council will see that
he does not get that legislation through.
T£ ihat should happen, then the Premier
will he down in his estimale by £156,00(_).
The attitude adopted by the Government is
not fair to Parliament, nor yet to the puh-
lie. 1t is not fair to introduce a hospitals
fax, which will really henefit Consolidated
Revenue. I eannot see how the Government
will sruare the ledger in these eircnmsitanecs,
and certainly it will not be done-\nth mny
support for the hospitals tax_B:ll.. The
other item respecting which T des_n'e to
speak, is the reduection of £10,862 in Fhe
Fstimates for the Mines Department,.whleh
- was another department 1 administered
when a member of the Collier Govemmen:c.
I have gone through the whole of the Esti-
mates for that department and T ﬁnq t1u}t
the greater proportion of that refiuctlon i
to be saved under the one headu}g.-—eom-
pensation under the Miners' P.ht‘msns Aet,
£7,213. When we reach that item on lfhe
istimates, T shall ask how the present Min-
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ister for Mines expects to save that amount
on last year’s figures. I know that for the
period 1 was in office, and up to the
date of the elections, the present
year’s examination of the men working
in the mines gave the worst results
recorded in the history of those examina-
tions in Western Austrulia, A bigger per-
ventage of men had been turned down under
the provisions of the Miners’ Phthisis Act
than was ever previously recorded. I shall
want an explanation of the expected saving
in view of the fact that I know at least 100
extra men will have to be provided for. [
do not know how the Minister will be able
to do it. He may have a method that the
Estimates do not diselose. I can find no set-
clf although 1 have searched for some pro-
vision elsewhere from which payment ol
some portion of the money will be made.
1 cannot find a single penny for that pur-
pose, and yet 100 extra men will have to be
dealt with! 1 am satisfied that, regarding
the two departments I had experience in
administering, the Government will he at
least £200,000 short in their Istimates.

Mr. Withers: There is nothing unusual
in that.

Mr. MUNSIE: Perhaps not, but it
shows the fullacy of the stutemenis puh-
hshed in the Press daily that all {lovern.
ments are ont to balance the budget. In
my opinion not one of them will be ahle to
do so when the finaneial yvear closes. There
are & hundred and one things [ could dis-
enss in eonnoction with the Budget, but T
dv not think it would do much good. Be-
fore concluding what T wish to say on the
general discussion, I would point out that
prior to the elections the chief ery of the
Premier, who was then Leader of the Op-
position, was that if returned to power it
was not his intention to inerense lmt to re-
ifnce taxation,

The Minister for Lands: OF course, your
know that cirewmnstances have altered.

Alr. MUNSIE:  Yes, the position altered
in 24 hours. They altered on the night of
the clection when you diseovored vou were
in office.

The Minister for Lands: We are not get--
ting the loan funds that we were promised.

Me. Sleeman: That has nothing te do
with the Revenuve Hstimates.

The Minister for Lands: But thev helped
Tevenue.
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Mr. MUNSIE: When we deal with the
Loan Estimates we can diseuss that phase,
but at present we are considering the Rev-
cnue Estimates. The chief ery of the Pre-
mier was that there would be no inereased
taxation, hut that taxation would be wru-
duced. In his policy speeeh, he mentioned
four Bills that would increase taxation. To-
day he has introduced five or six such Bills.

The Minister for Works: They are all
small ones.
Mr. MUNSTE: Baut all mount up. The

Premier introduced five or six, and then the
Minister for Lands introduced a measure
that will vesult in the collection of the
largest amount. Fle gave notice of his in-
tention to introdnce a hospitals tax Bill, al-
though it is really not a Bill to provide taxa-
tion revenue for hospitals at all. The pro-
wise that the Premier made to reduce taxa-
tion has gone by the hoard.

Mr. Willeock: Like the rest of the pro-
mises.

Mr. MUNSIE: We will have an oppor-
tunity to diseuss that measure when the
second reading is moved, but I am puzzled
as to how it will operate. There is one
point that I wish to make clear to my col-
league, the Leader of the Opposition. I
want to advise him that I am not the expert
lie appears to think I am in winning at the
races. I would have liked to mnke the
Leader of the Opposition prove his words
when he told the Committee that I was a
consistently suecessful bettor. As amatter
of fact, if I had not had my Parliamentary
pass, I would have had to walk home from
the races on many oceasions. By no meoans
am 1 o regular winner when I aitend the
ruces. I shall be delighted to see the Bill
it is intended to introduce to impese a tax
on winning bets. I want to have a look at
the mecasure and ascertain how it is pro-
posed to collect the tax,

Mr. Withers: Tt will bhe a Chinese
puzzle.
Mr. MUNSIE: I do not know what

method the Government can adopt. I kunow
sumething about races and racceourses, aml
I elaim the Government can introduce any
Bill they like with that ohject in view, anil
1 will undertake to o to a race meeting aml
hack every winuer on the day, and yet the
(iovernment will not eollect one shilling
from me.
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Mr. Willeock:
lect.

My, MUXNSIE: Tt will be interesting to
discover how the Government intend to col-
Iect.

Mr, Sampson: Surely you will help them
fo amend the Bill and make it effective.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yeg, T will help them to
make it reasonably effective, but I will not
assist them to impose a tax on winning hets
that will mean that if a man goes to the
races and loses £100 and then wins £10 on
the last race, he will have to pay 2% per
cent. on the £10, although he will be a loser
of £90 on the day. If that could he con-
sidered just, T have yet to'learn what is fair
and equitable. ¥ do not intend to discuss
the Estimates any further, but T shall have
a good deal to say when we discuss the
Health Vote. I congratulate the Minister
for Health upon having induced the Premier
to inerease the Health Vote by £1,000, I
am sorry he was not able to get a little more.
1 honestly believe that if Western Australia
were to spend more money on preventing
sickness than it spends on curing ailments
once contracted, our people would be more
healthy, While T am pleased to see the
Health Vote slightly inereased, I am sorry
to see the Medical Vote decreased, particn-
larly regarding the hospital provisions, with
which I have already dealt.

Perhaps vou will not rol-

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.14]: The
Estimates provide private members with an
opportunity to ventilate what they consider
matters of importance from a national stand-
peint as well as from their own parochial
point of view, 1 spoke ui length on the
Address-in-reply, and I shall not detain the
Commiitee for long on the Estimates. I
would not like to let the opportunity pass
without bringing under the notice of hon.
members that phase of our national activi-
ties that is referred to in the newspapers
almost daily uuder the beading of “Farmers’
Finance.” That question has been oecapy-
ing the attention of the Government, the
commereinl ecommunity, and the banks for
many weeks past. There have been meetings
all over the country. At Wyalcatchem a
scheme was put forward for financing the
wheat ecrop by issming Australian notes
against the taxable value reserved to the
Commonwealth. At Merredin a 4s. guarantee
was asked for, or a bonus of 6d. per bushel.
At Lake Grace the farners asked for a mora-
torium. All sorts of resolutions have been
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passed, most of them diverse and eonflieting.
They will not help in a solution of the
present impasse that the farming industry
has veached. I shonld like to stress the point
that the gencral clamour ali over the country
indicates a very serioms position, and one
that we should consider, not only from the
standpoint of trying to =olve the difficulties
confronting the agrieultural calling, but
from the standpoint of the future of the
industry. An appeal was made by the Prime
Minister to the farmers to grow more wheat.
That appeal has been responded to in
magnificent fashion. The reccrd wheat pro-
dutltion of the Commonwealth occurred in
1915 when something like 179,000,000 bushels
were harvested, This year it is estimated
that from 200,000,000 to 225,000,000 bushels
will be produced. That shows how gallantly
the farmers have responded to the appeal.
We understand that steps are being taken
to relieve the immediate position with which
the farmers are confronted. Now is the
tine when the whole structure of both our
primary and secondary industries should. be
investigated. Speaking to many farmers re-
cently, men who have been on the land for
years, I was informed that they are very
little better off than they were 20 years ago.
In fact, some of them are worse off. If this
sort of thing is going to continue, there will
be a wholesale exodus from the land. Unless
farming can be made less of a gamble and
more of a business proposition, the state of
affairs now prevailing, bad as it is, will grow
worse. I understand that steps are being
taken to tide the farmer over the present
stage until the harvest is garnered, and that
provision is being made Lo linance his re-
guirements for the coming season.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Who is doing that?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The hon. member has
scen the reports in the Press.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Surely you de not
think the merchants are serious!

Mr. GRIFFITHS : That is & point I wish
to mention. The farmer has endeavoured to
save the financial stability of the Common-
wealth. The call in war time was as it is
now for the farmer to do his bit. He has
done his bit as well as he knows how. What
about the banker, the merchant and others
doing a little to help to save not only the
farmers but themselves? If a wholesale
exodus from the land once starts, it means
that the banker, the merchant, the bag man
and the machinery man, as well as the
farmer, will suffer heavy losses. I canmot
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believe that those people will be so lacking
in eonmmon sense that they will not meet the
Government and the farmers in a spirit of
good will and make a nutual sacrifice to
enable the industry to be saved. [ have a
letter from a farmer in the country who
gives an idea of the outlook. He writes on
behalf of a number of farmers, and from his
letter 1 have taken the essential points,
Adfter veferring to the Chamber of Com-
merce and the move to finance the farmers,
he goes on to say—

The farmers are up against the toughest
proposition of their lives. No doubt business
peuple are preparing for the big grab which
will take place on the realisation of the pro-
ceeds of the wheat., The farmers are in a
desperate plight. They have no money with
which to buy tucker. Their eredit has gone
to the pack. They have good farms, many
of them highly developed, and excellent
vrops, and yet they have no credit with which
to buy household goods. The move of the
merchants to protect themselves may be all
right, but provisian will have to be made to
finanee next year's farming operations, Is
this to be done? It will be worse next year
for our farming operations. I am tipping a
big exodus from the farins if wheat prices
remain as they are at present, or if they fall
lawer, if something is not dene to keep fami-
liecs on their holdings. Under the extraord-
inary conditions now prevailing, the Govern-
ment should see that the farmers’ interests
are protected, and that ne man is pushed off
the land through stress of circumstances over
which he has no control. The whole thing
is a national and burning question. Mr.
Glashecn spoke of continuing the I.A.B. in
an emergency such as the present. This ex-
perience will be infinitely worse than that of
the drought year. Why not use the machincry
of the ILAB. and the valuable experience
gained. 1t should be used at a time like this,
Do you think that would be preferable to the
present move by the Chamber of Commerce?
What about a big mceting at, say, Keller-
berrin, to discuss these queries of the farm-
ers’ present difficolties and the future if
wheat values do not risef We can all antici-
pate a finaneinl catasirophe if wheat values
remain at the present low level or fall lower.
[ have been asked by the farmers of Doodla-
kine te write you. We take it that the Coun-
try DParty members and the Primary Pro-
dueers’ Association Executive will wateh our
interests and evolve a scheme to help the
farmers over this difficult period. We also
belicve that Sir James Mitchell and his ¢oun-
try members will be just as keen to help.

I believe the present impasse will be over-
come. If a spirit of good will can be
brought to bear, the chances are that we
shall manage to struggle through to next
vear., As regards the outlook for the
comif:g vear, we know there is muech talk
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in Great Britain about reciprocal trade.
That involves the yuestion of the tariff,
and as Wwe are vitally concerned in 'the
ouestion of the taniff, it appears that the
time is opportune to endeavour to get a
fuller and broader outlook taken of the
primary industries, especially by the Com-
monwealth authorities who appear to rule
in the interests of Melbourne and Sydney
rather than of the primary producing
States. The sooner we tackle this problem
and bring the position under the notice of
the Pederal Government, of bankers, mer-
chants and others connected with the in-
dustry, the better it will be. Since pre-war
days production costs have doubled. The
interest charged fo settlers before the war
was from 4 per cent. to & per eent., whereas
it is now 6% per cent to 7 per cent. Pre-
war farming was eonducted mainly with &
4d. to 4%d. per bushel railage freight.
Now it extends to a 6d. or even higher
freight. The Commonwealth Government
have imposed a primage duty on wheat
sacks of 94. per dozen. Yei they ask the
farmers to grow more wheat. The farmers
are getting it in the neck from all sides.
One farmer informed me that he had re-
ceived 2 communication stating that he
must sign a lien over his machinery, or he
would not be allowed to use the harvester
to take his erop off. Others are getling
orders from the Agrienitural Bank for sig-
nature giving the bank liens to cover in-
terest. When we tell these farmers that we
are doing our hest for them, they point ou!
that the Government evidently intend to join
in the rush for their share of the proceeds.
They want to krow whether the Govern-
men$ intend to press their claims, or whether
they propose to extend the same good will
that farmers expeet the merchants to ex-
hibit. So the merry game goes on. Mer-
chants, bankers, super manufacturers, and
in fact the community as & whole must get
into their heads that if wheat growing and
sheep raising fail, everyone will suffer just
as much as the farmers are suffering at
present. I hope the opportunity will be
seized to bring home to the Federal Govern-
ment the evils of the present tariff, and if
they will not reali-e the national ecatas-
trophe facing Australia, we should go bald-
headed for secession.

[Mr. J. H. Smith took the Chair?]

[ASSEMBLY.]

MER. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) {8.27): 1
am rather surprised at these Estimates after
all the talk we have heard about the econ-
omy and wage reduction, and about &ll from
the highest to the lowest sharing the saeri-
lice.

My. Marshall: The
evervbody should do so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, everyone had to
stand his share, bat unfortunately the Gov-
ernment have started with the lowest and
have forgotten the highest. I notice that
provision still remains on the Estimates for
the Governor’s estahlishment. Lest I might
be misundersteod, let me say I consider His
Exeellency the Governor is one of the best
we have had to carry out those important
dufies. Those duties are important in nor-
mal times, but I do not regard them as im-
portant in such & time as the present when
we are seeking to effect economies. This is
an office which could be dispensed with dur-
ing the next year or two, His Execellency
will be leaving us shortly, and I think the
Government would be well advised not to
appoint a successor, so that the amount at
present expended on the Governor’s estab-
lishment could bhe saved. The money could
be better spent for the relief of starving
families in Western Australia. There are
plenty of people starving in the country,
and the moncy should be spent on them
rather than on maintaining the Governor’s
establishment,

Mr. Sampson : There is no one in Western
Australia more induostrious than His Excel-
leney.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have nothing fo say
against the present occupant of the office.
I have already tried to explain that he is a
fine gentleman who has carried out l'is duties
very well indeed. No Governor of this State
has ever travelled amongst tke people more
than he has done.

Mr. Sampson: His office is certainly not
a sineeure.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The position could be
dispensed with for a time, especially after
all the talk we have heard about the neces-
sity for economy from the highest to the
lowest. Let us start at the highest, and we
might get down to the lowest. I hope the
Committee will agree to reduce this expen-
diture as a protest against continuing the
office of Governor for the next year or two
until we get back to normal times. There

Government said
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is also another way of economising and I
referred to it on the Address-in-reply. It
is that we could well do without some mem-
bers of Parliament.

The Premier: I agree with you.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1In fact we could do
without the member for Northam.

The Premier: You have already tried
that.

Mr. SLEEMAXN : Then if at first we don’t
suceeed, we can 2y and try again. The re-
duction in the number of members may be
one way of getting rid of the hon. member.
I realise that if we reduced the number of
member i Lids Chamber from 50 to 40,
some of us would not come back. But there
would be the economy by reasen of the State
having perhaps 40 members less in both
Houses. That brings me to the fact that
when I spoke on the Address-in-reply, the
“West Australian” took me to task for
bringine up a contentions party matiter
and disguising it in the garb of economy.
I did not know that the abolition of the
Legislation Council was a contentious party
matter. Evidently the “West Australian”
knew more about our platform than I did,
but whether it was a contentions party mat-
ter or not, I still claim that it would be a
good thing if we could abolish the Legis-
lative Council and by redueing the number
of members of the Assembly to 40, so do
away with a similar number—thirty in one
and ten in the other.

Mr. Sampson: There would be some inno-
cents abroad then.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, and the hon. mem-
ber might be one of them if what T suggest
came about. I apree with the remarks of
the ex-Minister for Health when he criticised
the attitude of the Government towards the
medical vote.  The Government have cut
down that vote by £114,000 and we have the
spectacle of the Fremantle hospital being
obliged to close up two of the wards instead
of the Government doing something to assist
to keep them open. So far as I can see
the position will remain the same after the
‘Guvernment’s proposals have been carried
ont, and the Treasurer will get the benefit
of the extra money that he proposes to raise.
The existing position in which the hospitals
find themselves at the present time is a dis-
grace to the Government. The hospitals are
not able to finanee themselves. Several pro-
positions have been put up for financing the
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Fremantle hospital, but up to date it has
not heen possible to get the sanction of the
Government to any of them. I can tell the
Premier that the Estimates of the IMedical
Department will not go through without a
lot of eriticism owing to the fact that he is
cutting out £114,000 and relieving his rev-
enue by bringing in legislation which the
Government claim will be & hospitals tax.
In my opinion it will be a misnomer; it wiil
not relieve the hospitals, but it will relieve
the Treasurer by letting him get away with
£114,000 of revenne. I do not propose to
say anything further at the present stage
because we shall have plenty of opportuni-
ties when the divisions are being considered.

This concluded the general debate.

Votes and items were discossed as fol-

tows:

Vote—Legislative Council, £1,813—agreed
to.

Vote—Legislative Assembly, £2,946:

Mr. MARSHALL: T shonld like to have
something to say about the abolition of this
vote.

The CHATREMAN: Does the hon, member
desire to deal with the Legislative Council
vote? That vote has already been disposed
of. We are now dealing with the Legislative
Assembly vote.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then I have missed
my opportunity. Anyway, I should like to
have something to say on the Legislative
Assembly vote.

The CHAIRMAN: On which item?

Mr. MARSHALL: Clerk Assistanf. I
wish to enter a protest against the pro-
cedure that has been adopted, spontaneously
apparently. In any remarks that I may
have to offer I wish it to be understood that
I have no ili-will towards the individual who
is temporarily occupying the position of
Clerk Assistant. 1 understand that the
Clerk Assistant has been faken il! and has
gone away on a holiday. In his place we
find a stranger to the Chamber. The
stranger may be ever so competent, singere
and genuine. I am not easting any reflec-
tion on him; I am eriticising the procedure
that has been adopted in bringing in an ont-
sider to temporarily fll the post of
assisting to control the business of this
Chamber, while others who have served us
faithfolly for 15 and 18 years respectively
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have been overlooked. It is a little difficult
to understand what has really caused this
particular change. One is speaking more
or less in the dark, but when one finds that
young men who have faithfully discharged
their duties and who have practically grown
up in the service of this (‘hamber, are cast
aside when an oftiee with higher emolu-
ments hecomes vacant, and an officer from
some other department, foreign to us, is
hrought in to fill the vacancy, it is time that
we were told the reason, if there be one.
I had no knowledge of the change until
the Assembly met this evening and it came
8s a great surprise to me, as I am sure it
did to most hon. members. We have
two officers in this Chamber who have
been with us for a number of years,
and who have rendered faithful service.
Why have they been overlooked and a
stranger brought in and put immediately
over their heads? T do not know how we
ean expeet to get faithful serviee rendered
if we bring in strangers and give them pre-
cedence over men whom we have been
accustomed to trust. The efliciency of the
work to be performed in this Chamber must
cerfainly deteriorate by actions of this de-
seription. I shall not say much more, bui
1 will take every opportunity, 85 a member
ot this Chamber, to protest against such
action, During the course of my experience
extending over 1y years in this Champer,
1 have learnt to appreciate the value of the
services given to us by our junior officers.
How can we expect a stranger to come 1n and
discharge the duties as well as those who,
by their experience, have a thorough know-
ledge of what is required? [ enfer an em-
phatic protest against the procedure which
I fear will lead to inefliciency. May
1 uwlso add that if the gentleman who is
temporarily oceupying the position lives to
find himself displaced at some time or other
in a similar way, he will appreciate the pro-
test I am making. I have nothing to say
against the gentleman himself; all I wish
to declare is that the procedure is abso-
Intely wrong and should be protested against
by at least a najority of the members of
this House. If there is anything against
the oflicers who have been overlooked, their
services should have been dispensed with
long ago. But thev have been allowed to
graduate during their services of from 15
to 18 years, and then, when there is a pos-
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sibility of their securing promotion, a
stranger is brought in and put over their
heads. I apologise in the sense that prob-
ably I have said things that the officer may
be led to believe I have something
against him personally. I assure him I have
not. T am arguing that a wrong procedure
has been adopted. It is not = fair thing
to ask anyone to work for 15 vears or more
and qualify for a eertain position, and then,
when the opportunity arrives for the posi-
tion to be filled, to be immediately turned
down and 2 person entirely a stranger to
this Chamber brought in. No member of
this House will tolerate such a procedure,
ond that is why I have entered my protest.
I have nothing to say against the officer
whe has been brought in; it is merely the
procedure that has been followed to which
I object.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I feel that an
injustice has been done to those who have
gerved this Assembly faithfully and well, no
doubt in the expectation of promotion. I
do not think we can let this matter pass
without an explanation. We have officers
attached to this Chamber who, in my opinion,
are quite capable of filling a higher position
when it becomes vacant. It may be argued
that what has been done is purely a tem-
porary expedient, but even the temporary
filling of a position by an outsider is a re-
flection upon those that are servants of this
Chamber, I have always stood for promo-
tion within the department. It is quite
wrong for us to educate officers in a given
department and then go outside to fil a
vacancy that may oceur, unless, of course,
there are very strong reasons for doing so.
We members are in the position that we are
able to judge service; it is not a question
where any one member can judge. The
servants of this Chamber are the servants
of many, and every member iz qualified to
determine whether the officers are sufficiently
educated and experienced to fill higher
positions. I have no hesitation in saving
that the officers of this Chamber are quite
capable of filling the position that has be-
come temporarily vacant and therefore we
should he given an explanation of the course
that has been followed. I am not prepared
to let the matter stand with the mere enter-
ing of a protest.

The Premier: What are you going to do
about it?
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Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: T want an ex-
planation. We have a responsibility, and it
is to protect the officers of this House. The
Clerk Assistant, who is unfortunately away
ill, was himself promoted from within the
service. He was a messenger in this House
and he qualified as others are now gualify-
ing, and who have proved equally faithful
up to the stage he reached when he was
appointed Clerk-Assistant. Mr. Steere is a
capable officer, but he was an officer of this
House in a subordinate position before he
was elevated to his present post. He im-
proved considerably afler his promotion.
Responsibility and promotion always bring
more diligent serviee; they always assist a
man to improve. But if we deny promotion
to one to whom it is owing, we are not en-
couraging him to improve himself and so do
greater service to the State. Mr. Brown,
the Usher of the Black Rod, was formerly
a messenger in the Legislative Council. He
was promoted from the ranks and improved
his position step by step till he reached his
present office. So we have made no mistakes
in the past in keeping promotion within the
service and elevating our own officers from
snbordinate positions to higher posts. That
lias been the practice in the past, but here
to-day we have a complete departure from
that praetice. This is no time for such an
innovation. I do not know whether the
Speaker is responsible for it, but I do net
think it is too much to ask the Speaker to
explain it, rather than that we should lef it
go. 1 am sure the feeling of members is
quite agninst what has been done, and [
think we are justified in asking an assurance
that it will be reconsidered or, alternatively,
a satisfactory explanation given as to why
we should permit it to continue. While it
is within the right of the Speaker to make
this innovation, still we as members have &
responsibility. We cannot leave solely to the
Speaker the handling of officers of the
House and say we have no responsibility
for it. The officers of the House are ser-
vants of ours, and so we have a right either
to an explanaiion from the Speaker or an
assurance that this innovation will be re-
considered. It is so wrong, so unjust, that
I hope the House will not allow it to cor.-
tinue.

The PREMIER: Of course the appoint-
ment was not made by the Government, s
the hon. member ought to know.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I only said that if
you condoned it, you ought to explain it.
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The PREMIER: Unfortunately the Clerk
Assistant is away ill, as is also the Sergeant-
at-Arms. Had it not beer that both are
away, we might not have had to zet someone
from outside to fili this position. As it is,
the work is being dona in the mamner that
you see. Of course it is only a temporary
job. I hope it will indeed be a very tem-
porary job, and that the Clerk Assistant wiil
soon be restored to us in robugr health to
take up his former dwties. Sinee this sab-
ject has been well ventilated by those mem-
bers who have spoken, I think they might
now let the matter drop, feeling assured that
there is no intention to treat any officer of
the House with other than the utmost con-
sideration.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 am not at all satis-
fied with the D'remier’s reply and defence,
The appointment is an unfortunate slight
on the officers and servants of this Chamber.
it it is only a temporury vaeancy, thab is
all the more reason why those officers should
have been given a chance to prove them-
selves, It would be far more fitting that
one who knew the procedure of the Cham-
ber should be temporarily entrusted with
the task. Instead of that, we get a stranger
who will not know the proecedure of the
Chamber until he has had experience.

The Premier: Well, we are all so well be-
haved.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member, like
Abraham, might be well behaved, bui 1 don’t
know that all members are. But, even if we
were to misbehave, it wounld not be for the
neweonier to show any aggressiveness. Un-
doubtedly those officers who have been work-
ing in the Chamber for the last 15 years
should have had the advantage of this tem-
porary appointment. As it is. we are to
educate a stranger up to this position. and
as soon as he becomes proficient he will be
vacating the office again. I am disposed to
nove & reduetion in the item, just as a pro-
test against this jnnovation. If anything of
the sort happens again while I am a member
of the Chamber, ] will keep the House par-
tieularly busy for a long time. T do not say
that any ofticer, if inefficient, should be re-
tained; certainly such a man should not be
allowed to continue here for 18 years, and
then, when a temporary position is avail-
able, be slighted hy the appointment to that
post of an utter stranger, a stranger both
to the work and to the procedure.
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Mr. RAPHAEL: We have had the same
sort of thing erop up in the City Council a
unumber of times,

The Premier:
that.

Mr. RAPHAEL: We have fourl, when
such things happen as have taken place here
in the matter of the appeintment of this
vilicer, dissension is eaused amongst other
servants and olticers. I am going to appenl
to members not to try to make this a pariy
taiter, but to vote for the appointment of
a returned soldier to the position. Already
the Government have said that, all things
heing equal, a returned soldier should have
preference.

The Minister for Lands: The Govern-
ment were not responsible for this appoint-
ment.

Mr. RAPHAEL: DBut the Speaker is
purt of the Government, or at all events he
is on the Government side and would vote
as the Government voted. Members should
stick to their guns and, when all things are
equal, give the position to a returned sol-
dier. I do not speak with any disfavour of
the officer at present holding the position,
bt it seems to me that perhaps some small
degree of politieal bias has heen used.

The Premier: [ think that ought to be
withdrawn.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T will withdraw it, bul
still that is the thought in my mind. I hope
niembers will vote to give a returned soldier
ihe preference, And it must be retnembered
there are other yvoung men waiting to move
ups in the service of Parliament. Tt is not
one man alone who is deprived of this ad-
vancement, for we must consider also thosc
behind him in the serviee,

But yon cannot discu«s

Vote put ond passed.

Vote—Joint House Committes, £4,893:
Ttem—Secretary, £50:

Mr. MARSHALL: I want to raise the

noint that in every room set aside for writ-
iug there is to he found ink splashed about
the walls. It reflects diseredit on mem-
bers of this Chamber. Not very long
ago we had given us anm extra room in
which tables and writing material were
provided, but some members with gold-
mounted fountain pens, whenever they wish
to know if their pens are full, try them
ont on the plaster walls.  One observing
the ink splashed about everywhere would
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think he was in a school lavatory. Mem-
bers might well keep their fountain pens in
their pockets except when they desire to
apply them to paper.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Joint Printing Committee, £4,851
-—agreed to.

Vote—Tuint Library Committee, £14°:
Item-—Library Assistance, £72:

Mr. CORBOY: Is it intended to add this
amount to the salary already drawn by an
oflicer of this House, or is it intended to ap-
peint a new officerd

The PREMIER: It is intended that
someone shall be employed to assist the
librarian in the care of the very valuable
books thnt we have. It is hardly a full-time
job, but it is very necessary that our bocks
should be well looked after.

Mr, CORBOY: I regret that only £72 is
being provided.

The Minister for Lands: You are lucky
to get that.

Mr, CORBOY: Yes, [ suppose we are
lucky. Indeed, it is strange that this year
of all years the Treasurer should be able to
provide something for the purpose. Some-
one should be appoeinted to look after the
valuable library we have got together in
this building. Many of our most useful
books, hecause of their value, have to be
kept under secure conditions, so that at
least 90 per cent. of the members do not
know of their existence on the premises.
Most of our best books are not available to
ns in the ordinary way. They can only be
made available thiongh the constant at-
tendance of an officer who will see to their
proper custody. The sum set down here
would hardly he sufficient for the purpose,
and I hope next vear it may he inereased
50 that the library may be more fully use-
ful to members than it is to-day.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Premier's Department, £11,595:
Item, Governor's Fstablishment:

Mr, SLEEMAN: Something ought to be
done to economise at the top of the tree.
The expense in connection with the Gover-
nor’s establishment is considerable.

Mr. Sampson: On a point of order!
There is no item eonnected with the Gov-
ernor before the Committee.
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Mr, SLEEMAN: I am speaking gener-
ally. Apparently £4,000 is given to the
Governor as his salary, and a large sum of
money is spent on the upkeep of the Gov-
€rnor’s establishment in Perth and Albany.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
salary mentioned here.

Mr. SLEEMAN: But he receives a sal-
ary of £4,000 a year.

The Minister for Lands:
Acts.

Mr, Sampson: I understand that Divi-
sion Nq. 7, which is the first portion of the
Premier’s Depariment, has been passed.

Mr. Marshall: It has not.

Mr. Sampson: There is no item before
the Committee.

Mr, SLEEMAN: I am speaking under
the heading of the Premier’s Department.
A Jarge expenditure is incurred annuslly
on the Governor’s establishments. In addi-
tion, a large sum is expended in connection
with His Excellency’s travels all over the
State. As a protest against the Govern-
ment’s disinelination to start economies at
the top of the tree, and to test the feeling
of the Committee, and in an endeavour to
keep the Government up to their statement
that everyone should share in the economies,
I move an amendment—

That the vote be reduced by £1.

The CHATRMAN: Under the Standing
Orders the general discussion on the whole
of the Estimates takes place on the first
vote, and the general disenssion on the
various votes takes place when that vote is
called on. The first vote under this division
is the Premier's Depariment, £11,595,

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
moved his amendment in the wrong place.
His Excellency the Governor is provided
for under Special Acts, and there is no vote
for his salary here. I was not going to say

Under Special

s0, but I am authorised to say that
the Governor is perfecily willing to
make some contribution towarls the
present difficult financial position. It
will, therefore, not be necessary fmr
the member for Fremantle to 1move
for this reduwction as a protest. We know

how the (Governor holds his appointment
and what his position is. T think the hon.
member will be satisfied with the reduetion
that will voluntarily he made by His Ex-
celleney because of the unfortunate finan-
¢ial position. .
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Mr, SLEEMAN: I am satisfied that His
Excellency will do as mueh as any other
member of the community. I am not re-
ferring to him personally, and am casting
no reflection upon him. He does the job he
was brought out io do quite well. I think
the position ought te be abolished for the
next year or two. We know things are bad,
and we are told they will get worse. If that
1s so, the place to start economies is at the
top of the tree. Let us start with the posi-
tion of Governor and his establishment. If
it is necessary to have a Governor, I do not
know anyone who can do the job better than
the present oceupant of the position, but the
post should be done away with for the
time being. The Chief Justice could caryy
out all necessary official duties, and the
State wounld have to do without the period-
ical visits to different parts of it by His
Excellency. The social side of the position
could remain in abeyance for the next year
or two.

The Premier: If the hon. member wishes
to make a protest against this expenditure,
I do not know why he does so on this par-
tieular vote.

Mr, SLEEMAN: I am quite prepared to
move the amendment in the right place so
long a8 I can move it.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is in
order in moving to reduce this vote by £1
if he so desires, but if he withdraws the
amendment he can move it when we reach
the vote, Governor’s establishment.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I will withdraw the
amendment in the meantime,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Item, State Gardens Board, £2,100:

Mr. CORBOY: Is any of this money
heing spent at National Park in connection
with the work that is being done by the men
at Blackboy? We should know what is
being spent on these recreation roserves,
What is this money being spent on?

The PREMIER: The money is heing
spent in many excellent ways by the Gar-
dens Board. It is always unanimous in
coming to a decision.

Mr. Corboy: How many members are on
the board?

The PREMIER: There are two, Messrs.
Shapcott and Morris. They are doing ex-
collent work at small cost. The people are
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well served and catered for in connection
with our parks and reserves.

- Mr. RAPHAEL: The men who are work-
ing in these gardens are being paid from
the McNess fund, and their rations have been
stopped. Is this fund going inte Consoli-

dated Revenue, or is it bheing used for the
relief of distress?

The PREMIER : That fund is not going
into revenue. As the hon. member knows
better than anyone else, the money is being
used for the purpose for which it was in-

tended. No one is more interested in that
fund than he is.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Governor's Establishment, £3,457:

Mr. MARSHALL: I notice that this Vote
includes an item “Allowance to the Governor
in lieu of stafl, £251.” In view of recent
propaganda it might have been expected
that the Governmenr, who are consiantly
ealling upon the people to be prepared to
make sacrifices, wonld niot introduce such an
item.

The Premier: It is an it:m put on by
agreement with the Imperial Government.

Mr. MARSHALL: My argument is that
there is no reason whatever for the existence
of the institetion (o-day. Governors are not
required. Their function is nil. Apart from
touring the State, performing opening cere-
monies, and attending afternoon tea parties,
there is nothing to show for the expenditure
of this enormous sum. The office is merely
social.

The Minister for Lands: On a point of
order, Mr. Chainuan, is the hon. member in
order in discussing the Governor on this
item?

Mr. MARSHALL: I argve that the Gov-
ernor should not be here, and that therefore
the item should not be here. The un-
sophisticated yokel from York makes a
bigger fool of himself standing up than
sitting down,

The Minister for Lands: I ask yowr rul-
ing AMr. Chairman, on the point of order I
have raised.

The Premier: We mizht also ask it on the
hon. member's lanzuage.

The CIIAIRMAN: On the Estimaies no
matter can be discussed which requires legis-
lation, that is, the abolition of the office of
Governor. However, the hon, member was
in order, as he wns not raising the question

[ASSEMBLY.]

of the abolition of the office of Governor on
the item.

Mr, MARSHALL: This item proves that
the Government are not sincere in proclaim-
ing that everyone should make sacrifices.
What service do we get from the expenditure
on the office of Governor?

Mr. Parker: The Governor receives the
£251 and makes up the difference himself.

Mr. MARSHALL: The office became use-
less years ago, except for the purpose of
providing social butferflies with afterncon
tea, and allowing snivellers who like to stoop
and erawl

The CHAIRMAN: I call the hon. member
to order.

Mr, MARSHALL: I am disgusted fo think
that -this expenditure goes on.

The Attorney General: You say that now
in Opposition; you never said a word about
it during the past six yeays.

Mr. MARSHALL: As a protest, I move
an amendment—

That the Vote be reduced by £251.

Mr. HEGNEY: I support the reduwction
of the Vote. We are told that economy is
the order of the day. In this country to-
night many men are unable to secure suffi-
cient food to keep their children adequately
nourished; moreover, the children have not
sufficient elothing and are ill shod. In view
of the depression, this office might have been
snspended for the next 12 montbs, The real
reason for the Governor's existence is that
he shall be a link between the State and the
Crown. There are scven Governors in Aus-
tralin. Surely the Governor Genersl would
amply suffice to discharge all the funetions.
During this period of distress the office of
State Governor might well be suspended,
especially as many workers have had to
sacrifice their jobs. A reduction in the
amount of the Vote will be an intimation to
the Government not to make another ap-
pointment when the present ferm expires.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Axyes . . .. 9
Noes . 20
Majority against .. 11
AYFES.

Mr, Hegney . Mr. Raphaoel

Mr, Lamond | Mr. Sleeman

Withera

Mr, Marshall Mr. Munsie

Mr. Lutey | Mr,

Mr. McCallum fTeller.)
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Nogss,
Mr. Barnard Mr. J. I. Mann
Mr. Brown 8ir Jamea Mitchell
Mr. Collier Mr. Parker
Mr. Corboy Mr. Patrick
Mr, Doney Mr. Richardson
Mr. Ferguson Mr., Sampson
Mr. Griffiths Myr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Keenan Mr. Thoern
Mr. Latham Mr. Wells
Mr, Lindaay Mr. North

(Teiler.}y

Amendment thus negatived.
Vote put and passed.

[Mr. Richardson resumed the Chair.]

Votes—Executive Council, £5; ZLondon
Agency, £11674; Public Service Commis-
sioner, £1,506; Government Motor Car Ser-
vice, £761—agreed to.

Vote—DPrinting, £63,028:

Mr. SAMPSON: I want to deal with the
printing of departmental reports.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
nof continue the general discussion. To
which item does he wish to refer?

Item, Foremen, Compositors, ete., £44,000:

Mr. SAMPSON : T will deal with the point
I wish to raisc under the item velaiing to
the varions workers and will draw attention
to the decrease in the total vote of £6,963.
I am glad to see a substantial decrease, but
I think the Government could go further.
The printing of the report of the Mines De-
partment cost about £308. During the ses-
sion a number of other large reports will
be presented, and I question whether they
are reaily essential.

Mr. Munsie: If there is one report that
is essential, it is the report issued by the
Mines Department.

Mr. SAMPSON: T thought the money
eould be better spent in sending prospecting
perties out to look for gold.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
must confine his remarks to the item.

Mr. SAMPSON: T ask the Premier to
consider whether a further saving could not
be made in cobnection with the printing of
these reports.

The Minister for Lands: Yon know that
this item deals with salaries only.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Tourist Burean, £2043—agreed to.
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Fote—Literary and Scientific
ete., £11.117 :

Item, Public Library, Museum and Art
Gallery of Western Australia, and Travel-
ling Library, £7,700:

Mr. CORBOY: The item shows a decrease
of £100, A footnote at the bottom of the
division indicates that the item includes
£100 for the schools travelling library. I
trust the Government do not intend to effect
the saving of £100 at the expense of the
travelling libvary for the schools.

The Premier: There is no intention to eut
out that amount.

Mr. CORBOY: Then it is just a eoinei-
dence that the amounts are the same?

The Premier: Yes.

Grants,

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Treasury, £20,239; Audit, £14,695;
Compassionate Allowances, etc., £1,047;
State Savings Bank, £36,411; Government
Stores, £15,494—agreed to.

Vote—Tazxation, £30,000:
Liem, Commissioner of Taxation, £800:

Mr. CORBOY: T understood there was
some arrangement with the Federal Govern-
ment, who are responsible for the payment
of this officer’s saiary.

The PREMIER: The Vote of £30,000 is
paid by the Federal Government, which
covers the whole of the amounts referred
to in the Vote. It is really the concern of
the Federal Government as to the payment
of this officer.

Vote put and passed.

Tote—Workers’ Homaes Board, £15,088—
agreed to.

1V ote—Miscellaneous Services, £253,679:

Item—Workers’ Compensation Aeci Fund,
£4,000:

Mr. McCALLUM: The item shows a de-
crease of £2,535. Will the Premier give us
an explanation of the reduction?

The PREMIER: We shall have to contri-
bute whatever is necessary during the year.
The item is a bulk one and shows a Vote of
£4,000 this year as against £6,000 last year.
If it is necessary to pay more than is pro-
vided, we shall have to do so.

Mr. Willeock: This represents one of the
pions hopes for reduced expenditure.
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The PREMIER: The only pious thing [
know of in the Commitiee js the hon. mem-
ber who made that interjection.

Mr. Willeock: And that was a silly re-
mark, too.

The PREMIER: Perhap: so.

Mr. McCALLUM: The law places the
cbligation upon the Government to provide
certain expenditure and I presume that will
be provided irvespective of what vote may
he set against the item.

The Premier: Yes, whatever the amount
may be.

Mr., MeCALLUM: I cannot understand
why the Vote is so substantially reduced
under this heading, unless it be that the
Government will not be earrying on so much
work, which means there will not be s0
much employment and therefore s corves-
pondingly decreased risk. I want to know
that the deereased Vote does not indicate
the Government’s intention to reduce the
benefits payable to the workers under the
provisions of the Workers' Compensation

st
The Premier: No, it has npothing to do
with that. - The hon. member knows that

cerlain payments have to be made,

Mr. MeCALLUM: That is so, but we can
{ake it that the item does not indieaie
ihe intention of the Government to reduce
the benefits payable to the workers. The
railways have to be run; the harvest has to
he garnered: public utilities have to be car-
ried on. There will be a substantial number
of men employed.

The Premier: This item does not cover
the railway employees, but only those in
smaller aetivities. The railways item would
be bigger than this in itself,

Mr. MeCALLTUM: At any rate, it is not
the intention of the Government to rednce
the benefits under the Workers’ Compensa-
lion Aet.

The Premier:
that.

The item does not refer to

Item, Unemployment, Wheat Belt Inves-
tigation, £119:

Mr. SLEEMAN: Does the item indicafs
that unemplogment was so bad in the wheat
belt that it was necessary for the Govern-
ment to send someone up to deal with it?

The PREMIER: The amount was spent
in travelling to induce farmers to make use

[COUNCIL.]

of loans authorised by the Agricultural
Bank but not availed of promptly.

Vote put and passed.

Voles—Group Settlement, £2,539; Stute
Accident Insurance Qfiice, £3,700; Agricul-
wiral Bank, Industries Assistonce Board,
Soidigrs’ Land Seltlement, £5; Agriculiure,
£64,698; College of Agriculture, £10343-~
agreed fo.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL SHOW.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam} [9.50]): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Thursday, %th October, at 4.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 951 pam.

Tegislative Council,

Thursday, 2tk October, 1930.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart, leave of
absence for six conseentive sittings granted
to Hon, W. T. Glasheen {South-East) on
the ground of urgent private business.

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Assembly,



