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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.31
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, RUNNIING
EXPENSES.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Premier: 1,
W-hat new railways or extensions are at
present under construction? 2, Of these,
what loss, if any, per year in running costs,
is expected? 3, Has consideration been
given to this and to the running of motor
vehicles to serve those districts, and the con-
sequent possible saving, including construc-
tion and running expenses?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Kuija East-
ward, Lake Grace-Karlgrarin, Meekatha rra-
Wiluna, and Bridgetown-Jarnadup Railway.
Extension (Peinherton-Westeliffe). 2, No loss
in ruinning costs is anticipated. 3, Yes.

QUESTION--XETROFOLlTAN
MARKETS TRUST.

Mr. J. MacCALLCM1 SMITH asked the
Minister for Lands: When will the report
and balance sheet of the Metropolitan Hiar-
k-its Trust for the year ended 30th .June.,
1930, be laid on the Table of the House?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The balance-sheet is now in the hands of the
Auditor General, andi so soon as it is com-
pleted it will he laid onl the, Table in both
Houses.

QUESTION-TAXATION, LAND AND
INCOME.

Mr. J. H. SM1ITH asked the Pre-
mier: With reference to Section 37, Land
and Incouie Tax Assessment Act, 1907-1924,
over what calendar years does the present
five-year period extend?

'I

The PREMIER replied: Section 37 does
not ft~ a commencing (late for a five-year
peeriod of valuation common to all land tax
aIseSsments, but permits thle Commissioner
of Taxation to assess the value of land once,
aid then such %,Blue mnust stand for a five-
year period commencing on the date on
which the value was determined by him.
There are, therefore, various five-year per-
iods in operation. The principle adopted
was determined by the State Full Court in
the O'Connor-Quinlan case.

QUESTION-FARMS, ABANDONED.

Mr. J. I. MANN asked the Minister for
Lands: What was the number of abandoned
farms in the wheat mixed farming areas up
to the end of August, 1.9301

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The number of blocks previously held and
now vacant on the plans 'of the Lands De-
partment is 334, a number of which have
not been made available for selection owing
to distance from the existing railway system.
In addition to this number, the Agricultural
Bank has 225 fari for sale, and these
farms, in many eases, embrace more than
one block. Such farms are not necessarily
considered payinrg propositions.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Reports of Committee adopted.

BlIL-LOCAL COURTS ACT

AMENDMENT.

Second Rending.

Debate resumed from the 18th Septeat-
I U.

MR. WILLOOCK (Oeraldton) [4.40]:
I have 110 objection to the Bill. The object
of the Attorney General is the simplification
of procedure and the mninimising of expense
to people who desire to engage in litigation.
I think the whole object of the Bill is comn-
mendable, and therefore it would lie useless
to waste thle time of the Hrqnse objecting to
something that one canl agree with. Comic-
jirently, I will not oppose the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second titm.
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In Committee.

Bill pasgved through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES.

.Sccoiid Reading.

Debate resuuied from the 18th September.

MR. WILLOOCK (Ceraldton) [4.A53:
1 have had( in opportunity since the Attor-
ney General moved the second reading of
this Bill to lwrllsc his remarks. The prin-
qiiles of Ihe invasure arc easily understood.
Apparently' it is in conformity with the"
policy of the Governmnent. I am surprised
to hear that the M1inister only presumed he
had the support of other members of the
Calbiuict in thei remarks lie made on the
!second readiiuz. Apart from the merits or
demerits, of the Bill, it is rather atmazinig
that a measure of this kind should he
brought down at this stage. There is no
nees.sity to mention that this is a period of
financial stress. During the past few months
attemptsz have been. made to cut away time-
hionouredI privileges from different elfl-

oee,:in(]m to cut down enioluifnnts and
salaries cnjoyerd by other people, whilst
umaerous persons have had their livelihood

altogether taken away. Retrenchment has
be the t:dthr of the dlay. 'Notwithstanlt
ing thisL, ait the most serious time in our his-
tory it is souight to improve the status; and
the emoluments of a rather highly-paid sec-
tion of the public service.

The Attorney General: 'Not the emolu-
ilentv.

r.WILLCOCT{: Those set out in the
Bill are greater than are now being paid to
any offim-cr holding a similar position in the
service.

The Attorney General: Under the Bill
they will still receive what they are getting
now.

Mr. WIJLfiN)CK: The Bill provides that
magistrates may be paid up to £1,200 a
year, and there is mno magistrate in the ser-
vice now wrho is- receiving within £-50 of
that amount.

The Attorney General:- That is so.
'Mr. WILLCOCK : The Government

select the present period, when everyone is
having his income reduced, privileges are,

being taken away, and retrenchnment is go-
ing on, to bring, down a Bill of this kind.
This is not the time to make alterations
that will cost the country any mioney. If
the wages section of the comnmunlity, and
those onl the lower rungrs of the ladder-, have
to put up with considerable losses. iii the
remunerations they get for the work they
do towards carrying onl the affairs of the
country, we should not consider any ini-
crease in the benefits, status or emoluments
of one section at tac Public service. 1iec
Bill alters the whale procedure of app~oint-
ing magistrates. At present applications
are called for one of these positions. These
are received by the Public. Service Comrmis-
sioner, and come from inside as well as out-
side the service. After the Public Service
Commissioner has considered the applica-
tions, he submits a recommendation to the
Government and an appointment is made.
The Bill apparently takes away from the
Public Service Commissioner any control
over these apipointments. During the time
the malgistrates hold their positions, they
are not to come under his jurisdiction. The
Bill also makes the Government directly
responsible, I presume, even for the trans-
fer of magis9trates from one place to an-
other. We shall have the Government, as a
matter of high policy, deciding whether a
certain magistrate shall he stationed at
Perth, Fremantle, Northam, Kalgoorlie or
Geraldtoa. When the Attorney General sat
on this side of the House, he stated that
magimstrates should be altogether outside the
control of Governments. The very principle
hie objects to is now embodied in his Bill.
The Government will be able at any time
to control the movements of magistrates.
I do not know that Governments have ever
done thiese things. I have had six years of
Ministerial experience and had aboat seven
years of Parliamentary experience before
that. I do not think Governments do inter-
fere in any way with the administration of
justice generally. The Attorney General
onl many occasions implied that certain
]la-strates were either subjected to influ-
ee or pressure, or had been carpeted for

somiething- they had done. He suggested
that they' were not persona grata -with the
permnanent head! of the department, or,
through that olficer, with the Minister. The
Minister has now had six months in office,
and has had an opportunity to see the
working of the department and what really
occurs- iii connection with magistrates. Hle

Soo
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must know that the opinions lie expressed
'are entirely groundless, and that tit o time
has any Government or departmental officer
interfered with magistrates or the adminis-
tration of justiee. T admit that the posi-
tion of the magistrates is an important one,
but this Bill tends to make it still more im-
portant, and to bring it up to a higher
-standard than it deserves. I am not in any
-way mminmisi the importance of the post
occupied b *y anyone, either as an honorary

J. as a mnagistrate, or in any other citpa-
city connected with the administration of
justice. I have no desire to express any
Opinion contrary to the fact that the occn-
lntts of these positions have at all times
,endeavoured to lift the administration of
Justice to a high plane. Of course, occa-
sional mistakes have occurred. They have
alway. so far as, I know, endeavoured to
mete ont justice with an impartial hand to
any that hare come before them. For all
that people occupying these positions are
not entitled to regard themselves as on the
same plane as the judiciary.

The Attorney General: Why not?

Mr. WILLOOCK: A man is not ap-
pointed a judge unless he has, had a very'
considerable wnrount of experience. Almost
invariably hie has held a high position at
the bar, either in this State or elsewhere.
He has been known for his general good
character and judgment, and these qualities,
together with the necessary temperament,
have helped to give him the required attri-
butes. to become a Judge. These factors
have been apparent to the people or to the
Government for somne time. Very seldoma
has there been any serious criticism con-
cerning the appointment of persons to fill
those positions.

The Premier: And that is most import-
ant, too.

.11r. WILLCOCK: The several Govern-
ments in this State have carried out their
responsibilities by appointing to the posi-
ltion of judge men who have almost invari-
ably earned the commendation of every-
body, and against whomn it has been inmpos-
sible to cavil. The appointment of magis-
trates is an entirely different matter. It is
not a salary that would attract people who
have been at the bar for many years, or
who have made a name for themselves
there. It does not attract men who have
shown sound judgment, extensive legal

knowledge, or who have had great experi-
ence in the public life of the State. They,
as a rule, hare made too munch headway
themselves to regard with favour such a
position as this. Under the Bill solicitors
are to he eligible for appointment as magis-
trates. I cannot imagine a member of the
lbar who has for many years occupied a
high position there, has had many oppor-
tunities for making good, aind has had all
the advantages which conie to people who
occupy positions at the bar, desiring after
15 or 20 years of successful lfe to sink
back into the position of a, magistrate.
Wh'lether this Bill is passed or not, we

shudnot set uip the principle of appoint-
ilig youing men as magistrates. Litigants
h1ave not the saume contfidence when they ap-
pear before alnmost a mnere boy, as they
Would have in appearing before a seasoned
magistrate. I know there is an officer in
the Crown Law Department wvho, at the age
of 26, has passed all the necessary exam-
innations to qualify hint, from that point of
view, for appointment as a magistrate. So
far ats I know lie is an able young, nan and
capable of filling the position. In the future
T hope he will occupy a comparatively high
and responsible post in the department. At
the same timue, I think his very youth is
rather a bar to his taking a magistracy,
and that lie should not he younger thtan 30
years of age before doing so.

The Attorney General: What is there i
this Bill to say that we are more likely now
than has been the ease heretofore to ap-
point young people.

Mr. WILLCQCE: It is one of the dan-
gers of the Bill.

The Attorney General: Why?
Mr WILLOOCK: A man may just have

passed his examinations qualifying him to
be a solicitor. He may then apply for the
post of nmagistrate, and may not be known
to have either the experience, capability,
temperament, Judgment, or any of the
qualities entitling him to he regarded as a
man who will become a successful mags-
trate. Nevertheless,, he may be appointed
to that position.

The Attorney General: But he is quali-
fied under the existing law.

Mr. WILLOOCK: I know that.
The Attorney General: Are we more

likely to make an injudicious appointment
under this Bill than under the Act?
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Hon. P. Cornier: Under your Bill he will
be there until he is 70, and cannot be re-
moved except at the will of both Houses.

Mr. WILLCOCK: As a rule, a man who
has served at the bar for 15 or 20 years is
either a comparative failure, or has passed
the point when he would accept a position
at £600 or £700 a year. Therefore, to ob-
tain a man to fill one of these positions, it
would be necessary to get a young man.
As I have said, the older man is fixed in his
position after a number of years, and
would not desire to surrender it for a lower
one. The only type of person these posi-
tions would attract would be a young man
who has not had the necessary experience.

Mr. Kenneally: Either the lawyers are
too successful, or they have developed near-
sightedness, looking for briefs.

Mr. WILLOOCK: Yes. We are not
likely to get very many men who have had
much experience at the bar, and who have
made good there, to apply for these posi-
tions. The member for North-East; Fre-
mantle (Mr. Parker) has occupied a posi-
tion in the public life of the State, and has
been elosel13 connected with the administra-
tion of the law. He has made a reputation
in that walk of life, and I doubt very much
if he would consider the advisability of
throwing up his practice and becomting a
magistrate at £600 a year.

Mr. Parker: If members' salaries arc
reduced, he might.

Ar. WTLLCOCK: I do not like saying
anything personal, and I mention that
merely as an example. The prospects of
the member for N~orth-East Fremantle (Mr.
Parker) would not justify him in accept.
ing an appointment as magistrate.

The Premier: What about the member
for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) ?

Mr. WLLLCOCK: If the member for
Hanowvna had thought fit some ten or 15
years ago to seek appointment as~ a magis-
trate and had been appointed, no doubt his
judicial mind, of which we have had experi-
ence ia the Speaker's Chair, would have
qualified him excellently for the position,
and he would speedily have attained to the
highest salary payable to a magistrate.
However, I do not wish to enter upon a
eulogy of the member for TKanowna instead
of discussing- the Bill.

The Premier: Any member who has been
Minister for Justice for three years shouldl

be qualified for appointment as a magis-
trate.

Mr. WILLUOCK: Probably. I might
talk about myself in that connection. Simni-
larly, a member who has held a portfolio
for six years would be qualified to form
fair and impartial judgments. With regard
to lawyers-

The Attorney General: How about letting
13w3 erS alone?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Lawyers occupy a
useful position in the life of the commnity,
and undoubtedly do good woi-k. I have
had a good deal of experience of lawyers,
and an certify that a large proportion of
them, instead of advising people to rush
into expensive legislation, recommend a
compromise or a settlement out of court.
Most of them endeavour to save their un-
fortunate clients-it is unfortunate for any
inan to be a lawyer's client, since even the
winner must lose-by letting them down as
lightly as possible. The Attorney General
has on many occasions, not very openly but
rather obscurely, shown a little bias in fav-
our of lawyers for appointment to the
magistracy. I rather think that if the hon.
gentleman had the responsibility of recoin-
mending appointments to the magisterial
bench, few laymen would be appointed. On
that account alone, it seems to me, if the
Hill passes there will no longer be the op-
portunity that there has been hitherto for
people to qjuality for app~ointment to the
magistracy. That will be a bad thing for
the State.

The Attorney General: The qualification
is not altered by the Bill.

Mr. WIULCOCK: For many years it has
been the customi to consider men who grad-
uated on to the bench as wardens eligibe
for appointment as magistrates.

The Attorney General: For year, there
has not beeni an appointment of a miagis-
trate who either was not a lawn-er or had
riot lpassed the qualifying examination.

M1r. W]LLCOC1C: That is so. Sonic ex-
cellent magistrates have graduated to the
bench from places entirely outside the 1e~ca1
profession.

Th le Attorney General: I quite agree with
you.

Mr. WTLLCOCK: Without decrying the
work of any of our niagisti-ates, I eon~ider
that many of our best magistrates were men
who originally came on to the bench 9s wnr-
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dens. In fact, there are such magistrates
now in various parts of the State. Seeing
what 'has occurred in the past, and that
this Bill is going to alter the position to
some extent-

The Attorney General: It will not alter
the position one jot.

Mr. WILLCO CK: It is going to take
awvay an opportunity of advancement from
people occupying positions i-n the Public
Service, where they are closely -watched by
the Public Service Commissioner. That
officer will be deprived even of the right
to make a suggestion.

The Attorney General: I do not think so.

Mr. WILLCOCK: When appointments
are made directly by the Government,' Cabi-
net takes the responsibility of making them,
and only very -rarely consults either the
Public. Service Commissioner or anybody
else. In such circumstances the Govern-
ment recognise that the responsibility is
theirs, and they take it. As re-
gards; the appointment of judge-',
for example, no one would ever dream
of consulting the Public Service,
Commissioner. Magistrates are appointed
in much the same -way as judges are ap-
poiiited, and conscquently I presume that
the Public Service Commissioner wvould not
hp consulted with regard to the former.
Many estimable gentlemen known to the
Public Service Commissioner have in the
past been appointed as magistrates, and it
is probable that the Bill will close an avenuec
of promotion to which muany public servants
look forward. It will be closed to them
becaus-e there will be no one directly to
represent their claims to appointment. I
agree with the principle of the Bill, -whereby
the Attorney General desires9 to cut out act-
ig appointments. In my opinion magis-
trates should not function in an acting capa-
city for any length of time. It is not a
proper procedure. In connection wvith last
session's measure amending the Public Ser-
vice Act, hon. members weire given to under-
stand that certain gentlemen had acted as
magistrates for three or four year;, and that
no subsequent appointme-nt to the magistracy
would be made without the qualification pre-
scribed by the Public Service Act, namely,
that the appointee must either be a member
of the legal profession or must have passed
the legal examination prescribed. On the
face of it the Bill will for many years pre-

vent the appointment of a medical man as
a magistrate.

The Attorney General: It is not intended
to touch that phase.

Mr. WILLOOCK: Under the Bill there
will be no possibility of appointing one man
to the two positions of resident medical ofi-
cer and magistrate where the State cannot
possibly afford to pay two saaries. The
present practice represents an advantage to
many outback districts. I presume the diffi-
culty could be got over by exempting such
districts from the operation of the measure,

The Attorney General: We shall not ex-
tend the operation of the measure beyond
the limits of what is practicable.

Mr. WILLOOCK : Exemption by pro-
clanmation is likely to give rise to contention.
if the inherent principles of the Bill are so
very necessary, it should not make much
difference what part of the State the
measure applies to. If there is something
inherently unsound about the practice of
appointing one man to the two positions,
that practice should not operate in the
North-West or in outlying portions of the
State any more than it operates in the metro-
politap, area.

The Attorney General: Half a loaf is
better than no bread.

Mr. WILLOOK.: In inLroduciug the
Bill, the Attorney General is actuated by
motives of high principle. If no very high
principle is involved, the present is not the
time to bring ina such a measure. Unless
there are disabilities to be removed or
abuses to be remedied, the Bill should not
be brought in at the present juncture. The
Premier, when leader of the Opposition,
severely criticised the introduction of what
he termed unnecessary Bills. At the present
stage this measure can be classed in that
category, but I do not say it will he so when
the population of the Slate has further in-
creased. However, at this stage of our
economic existence such a measure should
not be introduced. I do not know that there
has been any call for it. During my six
years as IMinister for Justice I did not
hear any complaint on the subject except
from the hon. gentleman -who has introduced
the Bill. I do not say that offensively.

The Attorney General: You could not be
offensive.

Mr. WITJLCOCK. I am not trying to be-
Imay say the Bill represents a whima of the

Attorney General. Many people are suffi-
ciently interested in the magistracy to have
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mentioned this matter before if there was
occasion for doing so. The Public Service
Commissioner has never made any recom-
mendation on the subject. The magistrates
themselves, so far as I know, hare never
made any representations in the matter, but
have always been satisfied with their status.
The Law Society, a body closely concerned
in the administration of justice from the
very nature of its constitution, would pre-
sumably have given the subject some thought
if that was desirable and could have inter-
viewed the responsible Minister. But no
representations on the subject have come
from that body. The Barristers' Board have
not mentioned the matter. Neither have the
Justices' Association nor the Public Service
Association. I contend, therefore, that the
measure falls into the category of what the
present Premier, when Leader of the Opposi-
tion, called entirely unnecessary Bills, Bills
the discussion of which represents a waste
of the time of Parliament. Apparently the
Attorney General sees in the present pro-
cedure something which does not really exist.
The amplification, at any rate, from the fact
of his wanting- to take away the control of
the magistracy train those who have exer-
cised it in the past, is that there is
something wrong with the manner in
which that control has been exercised.
I do not think anyone could say there has
been anything- wrong indicated so far. I
do3 not think we should select one
privileged section of the Public Service and
say to them, "Yon, and you alone of all
the Public Serviee, will he allowed to remuain
in that service until you are 70 years of age,
irrespective of what your capaiitv may be,
un less vont like to resign, or unless the Gov-
011nment or sonie member of Parliament
9hiolld tak~e the extreme course of moving
a motion in this House to remove you from
office." The moving of such a motion would
be, everyone will admit, a most. extreme
course to adopt. We can conceive that there
may be circumstances in view of which either
the- Government or thle Public Service Comn-
missioner might feel justified in retiring an
Oler. As a matter of tact, not many mis-
takes have been made uinder the present
s;ystem. We haive known of instances of
men who have been allowed to contine in
office who may not have been altogether
satisfactory, but their actions have not in-
cluded anythingE officially important enough
to justJify the mioving- of a motion in Par-

liament. There may have been men whbo
have been comparatively unsatisfactory and
yet, if we agree to the Bill becoming law,
those people will be allowed to continue in
their positions for some years longer, and a
number of years longer than is possible for
other gentlemen who cannot oe(cupy their high,
positions without being called upon to re-
tire at least five years earlier, Under Sec-
retaries have to retire unless in certain in-
stances special permission is obtained
through the Executive Council for the re-
tention of their offices after they are 65 or
more. The Engineer in Chief and many
other officers whose work has a greater effect
on the economic life of the State than that
of magis;trates, have to retire at the age of
65, unless special permission, as I have in-
dicated, is secured to permit their continu-
ing in office. I do not think there is any
necessity for magistrates to be specifically
exempted in the Bill. The Attorney Gen-
eral gave us the reasons why he selected the
age of 70, but I do not think it right that
one section of the Public Service should
hare the. right fixed in a statute to enable
them to retire at 70 years of age. While I
have no great opposition to offer to the
Bill, I do not think it is necessary1 nor do,
I think it can do much good. Then again,
1 do not think the Bill should be placed be-
fore Parliament for consideration in times
such as these. Bather should we wait until
the population of the State increases to suceh
an extent that we shall be able to establish
County Courts and appoint officers to pre-
side over them. It is not as though mnagis-
tratesq are called upon to give very learned
expositions of the law. Mostly they judge
on the facts presented to them in evidence,
and give decisions; accordingly. That method
has given satisfaction for many years-s--atis-
faction to all except, perhaps, the Attorney
General, I (d0 not think Parliament should
be called upon to deal with a Bill of this
description when we are in the economic
position confronting us to-day. The mecas-
ure should not be given the importance at-
tachiug- to one of the first Bills, dealt with
in a session that ire were told was to be
confined almost exclusively to the big prob-
lemsn of finance that had to be dealt with to
enable the State to live, let alone attain a
satighfactory position on the road to pros-
perity once more. T do not feel inclined to,
support the second reading of the Bill.
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RON. W. D. J0HNS80N (Guildlford-
Midland) [5.19]: I do not like the pro-
visions of the Bill because I do not think
it is opportune. This is a time when, as
we know, reconstruction is in the air, gener-
ally speaking, and in the circumstances I
do not think we should agree to a measure
that will mean reconstruction on the basis
of making more permanent, positions that
could hardly be as secure as they will be
should the measure become law. In this
House we have heard criticism regarding
security of tenure given to public servants
under the provisions of the Public Service
Act. That security is indeed limited com-
pared with what is proposed under the pro-
visions of the Bill. I have heard Ministers-
I do not say those comprising the present
Government-and others criticisinig the Publ-
lie Service Art, because they claimed that
Ministers and! (overnments should have the
righlt to reconstruct thle Pulblic Service with-
out the limitations imposed by that legisla-
tioni. I do not stbi-I)be to an;' such eon-
tentions, but I think the Public Service Act
gives; all the security required or necessary
with regard to public offices, At the samie
time, I. would not say there is no necessity
to amend the law under which our judges
are appointed. That legislation has beii in
existence for so long that I suppose we hove
become used to its provisions. At the samne
tine, 1 ranl quite iningule that occasions
might arise when it should not he desirable
to have a 11otionl passed by both houses of
Parliament for the p~urpose or removing ai
judge. Mistakes can be niade regarding the
appointment of judges, ndl it might be pos-
silble that any such mistake inight he pit
right if our judges wvere not so secure in
their positions, once they were appointed,
as they are under the existing law. To say
that we shall extend the privilejges outlined
in the Bill to our magistrates. is, iii my
op~inion, quite wrong. Then again, there
were mny eoniplaints about the protection
afforded employees in the Government ser-
vices who have the eight of appeal against
decisions that affect their positions in the
service. There are quite a number who have
claimed that such provisions have hiampered
administration, and that they do not give the
Government, or even the Public Service Conm-
muissioner and Minister directly concerned,
powier to act in the puhlic interests as may he
thought desirable. I have alwaxs snup-

ported legislation that gave the right to
the individual to appeal against a decision'
if lie felt the punishment inflicted upon.

bmwas unfair or too exacting. Holding
thant view, I believe there should he the-
right of appea], but to say there shall be%
no right to review is quite wrong. T he
other night, the Minister for Education
presented a Bill to lion, members. The
object of that measure was, to remove the
rigid provisions of the Education Act. Thte
MAinister told us that, because of certain
provisions in the Act, he was limited in tis
desire, as Minister, to institute certain re-
forms and he asked Parliament to remove,
the rigid provisions so as to give him scope
to act in the interests of the State. Now
his colleague, the Attorney General, says that
although a certain practice has applied for
year,,. and although it is quite right for the
Minlister for Education to seek the deletion
Of Certain rigid powers that affet his firc.,
doni of action, it is only proper that Par-
liament shall accord 1im, as Attorney Gen-
eral, sanction for the BRill that will nien
that- the samne right shall not be exercised
in the case of magistrates. In face of the
existing circumstances to-day, .1 do not.
think we would he right iii passing Lhe
ica sure. I agree with the nieniber for

t~eraldton (Mr. Wi Ileock) that the tine is

not opiportumie for the consgideration of sucit
a, Bill. There is too inch retveliwhulent or
alteration iii the air to-day, and we do not
know what reconstruction is in v'iew, oir
what wvili be necessary. That being so, I.
do not think this is the timie for us to limlit
the power of the Administration with ire.
gard to anything necessary for alteration
iii connection with thle Public Service.
11-lather is it time that thu Governmnent Should
have the opportunity to review, and we can
girt the mnagistrates thec same protection as
is afforded other highly-paid officers who
are subject to the pr osons of the Public
Service Act. That Act vutntis all that is
neessary at the present time, and its pro-
visiious are quite sufficient, I do not think
it desirable to remove magistrates fromt the,
pr-ovisions of that Act. ].t has worked well
to date, end, therefore, it is not necessary'
to pss% the Bill. T suggest to the Attorney,
Ceneral that hie reconsider the matter and
let it stand over until we know more as to
what the present ag'-itation for reconstruc-
lion 'will really bring forth. I suggest that
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he leave us with the Present law rather than
secure the authority of Parliament to ham-
per reconstruction and alter the status of
the magistracy. He would be well advised
to let the magistrates remain under the
Public Service Act.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy-West Perth-in reply)
(5.25]: 1 had hoped that the ex-Minister for
Justice would have viewed this small meas-
lire with a more favourable eye. He has
not opposed it with any great vim. I think
I can deal with the ar guments which lie
advanced and which one would expect from
some crusty conservative rather than from
one who sits with a party that prides itself
on its liberalism, if not radicalism.

1Mr. Wilicock: Everyone is democratic iii
these days.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know that "democrat" is necessarily snu
onvmous with "conservative." I suggest
that, generally speaking, the hon. mem-
ber's view was that we should not change
and that we should be cautious. The mem-
ber for Geraldton (Ar. Wilicock) also
rather indicated to the House that his .,h-
j'ction to the Bill was that it would involve
the expenditure of money. Let me assure
him that the passage of the Bill will not
involve the Government in the extra ex-
penditure of one penny piece. It is pro-
posed that magistrates shall be removed
from the Civil Service, and it will become
nieessaryv to make an appropriation out of
which the rmagist-rtes may be paid. Con-
sequently, the appropriation provision is
ernbdiied' in the Bill. The appropriation
sp cified represents the minimunm rate; paid
at the present time, and also the maximnum.
salary to which any magistrate can hope
to rise, with a tiny scope for swing one
way or the other. I think the most expen-
sively paid magistrate at present receives
£960; that is the police magistrate who pre-
sides at the Local Court, Perth. It is not
intended to increase the salaries paid at
all, but the necessary appropriation had to
be included in the Bill, making provision
within the limits of the salaries paid at the
ro~ent time. As to the suggestion that

this is not the tine for the Bill to lie placed
before Parliament, the Bill is just as apt
now as at any other time. The member
for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D.

Johnson) says that the time is
not opportune because Parliament should
give the Government as much scope
as possible for reconstruction. It is because
there is too much scope for reconstruction
at the present tine where magistrates are
concerned, that I desire the Bill to be passed.
There is no analogy between civil servants
such as engineers and school teachers on the
one hand, and magistrates on the other. Every
civilised country in the world has realisedl
that the judiciary, which includes the magis-
tracy, must he placed upon an entirely
different plane from that of other public
servants. They must he in a completely in-
dependent position. It is possible that they
may find their self-interest conflicting with
their duty. Many different methods hav-e
been tried in appointing- the judiciary with
a view to getting an impartial administra-
tion of justice, but until Great Britain in-
vented the present system, the position was
sot satisfactorily dealt with. It was iiot
until we got our present method that there
was an impartial administration of justice
wvith complete confidence in the integrity of
the judiciary resting in the mind of the
people. In introducing the Bill I instanced
the United States, and said it was only in
those courts where some tenure of office was
given, such as I propose, that the courts had
the complete confidence of the public.

Air. Wilicock: There is no lack of con-
fidence in our courts.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
say there is, but there might be, and I want
to see the possibility of evil checked as early
Ea possible. I am merely following what
has been done in other States of Australia,
what has been done in England, and whbat
is gradually being lone in America.

Hon. W. 1). Johnson: We have been a
long time following it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is so.
My view is that the time has arrived when
all persons occupying judicial positions
should, as far as possible, be placed in such
an indepeadent positibn tl'at they are certain
to he able to exercise their functions without
fear of reward or penalty.

Mr. Willeock; That is when dealing with
very important nitten4,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Stipendi-
ary magistrates deal with very important
matter,. It is a very important matter
whether a juan shall he sent to gaol; it is a
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very important matter to the persons con-
cerned whether one shall pay another £100.

Mr. Willcock: But we have that adminis-
tration by honorary justices.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Honorary
justices have no fear of losing anything, be-
cause their job means nothing to them. I
'would not have justice dispensed 'by
amateurs who pop on to the bench at the
moment. We have that system in Western
Australia only because we cannot afford to
place the whole of the administration of
justice in the hands of permanent judges.
Because this measure will not be all-
embracing is no argument against it, so long
as it goes some of the way to accord with
the views I hold. The member for Gerald-
ton exclaimed that there had been no demand
for the measure, that neither the magistrates
nor the Law Society nor anybody else had
asked for it, except myself, and he suggested,
quite, good-naturedly, that it was something
of a whimn on my part. I assure the House
that the bulk of the legal profession with
whom I come into contact have expressed
their appreciation of the measure.

.Mr. Wilicock: Then they were very in-
articulate previously.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know that the profession are in the habit of
rushing into print with their views on legis-
lation, but whenever I have made protests
iii this Hlouse against the system of acting
magistrates

'Mr. Willeock: That is a different thing.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No; it is

part of the same thing.
Mr. Willeock: The matter of acting magis-

trates is quite a different thing.
The ATT'ORNEY GEN~ERAL: It is not

different.
Mr. Willcock: I agree with your conten-

tion about acting magistrates. We passed
a Bill last year to prevent it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Last year?

Mr. Willcock: Yes, practically so.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How can

-that be when at present there are three act-
ing magistrates, one of whom, in Perth, has
been acting- at the pleasure of the Govern-
ment on a 10-minutes tenure for the inst
five years. Year after year I have raised
this question in the House and have been
told that it was in the hands of the Public
Sen-ice Commissioner.

Hlon. P. Collier: You know that at the
time we could not get suitable applicants.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I was in-
formed that that was so, but I think the
difficulty could have been overcome. I do
not wish to deal with individuals, hut I
might say that the gentlemen holding magis-
terial positions are a thoroughly honourable,
and excellent lot of public servants, who
deserve the praise of the people for the
manner in -which they carry out their duties.
That, however, is beside the pofnt. It is
absurd to say that the acting nmagistracy was
abolished by any measure passed hy this
House. So far from its having been
abolished, it stil continues. I desire to see
it stopped, and I see no means of stopping
it except by such as as are included in this
Bill.

Mr,. Willcock: It could be stopped if the
emoluments were made sufficiently attrac-
tive, but the Public Service Commissioner
would not do that.

The ATTOR.NEY GENERAL: There
arc two things that attract people to jobs,
one is the emoluments and the other is the
status of the position. Both those factors
play an important part in the mind of any
per-son when he is considering whether he
will take a job. 'We cannot make the emolu.-
mnents as high as we would like to, but we
can improve the steP'ls. I ain asking the
House to do one of the two things necessary
to improve the position. If we cannot give
magistrates as much money as is necessary
to attract the most skilful man, let us give
them the best possible status. I ask the
House to give magistrates the status which
we regard as essential for judges, and wh~y
not? Judges are appointed for life, and if
we are going to carry that principle to the
extreme, magistraWs, too, should be -ap-i
pointed for life. When dealing with the
creation of a new judicial position some
time ago, that of President of the Arbitra-
tion Court, the Leader of the Opposition
and I came to the conclusion that it was a
fair thing to provide that his tenure of the
p~osition. should be till he attaned the age
of 70. 1 think that is a reasonable compro-
mnisc between the whole-life tenure and any-
thing- less. That is why I have included the
age of 70 in this Bill. But for that pre-
cedent, I should have felt inclined to insert
no age limit at all, but to muake appoint-
mtents for life.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Sixty-five is the
reccognised age.

897



[A.SEMBLY.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 think
that is a wrong age. It might apply to jobs
that involve mnanual fitness, but ill jobs in-
%0oln niental capacity a tun n may be nor-
adIL and thoroughly' alert until lie2 attains
the acte of at least 70. In tixing that age,, we
inn no risk whatever, unless a mnan con-
tracts disease that renders him inefficient.

"Mr. Keineallx-: The (iovernnient are not
tarrying that out in other departments.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
toncerned about that, because the existing
law governing it stands. I ant dealing with.
(ftC seetion of the community, a most im-
iportant section, and this is an important re-
form. I am not going to he persuaded to
ahandon that reform because, perhaps, an-
other reform is needed in another depart-
mecnt of our social organisation.

Mr. IKenneally: The Government, through
a Minister, introduced the other system .Iii
another department and retired men at 65.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ,o-
erment did no suchl thing. A law passed
many years ago p)rovided that a man had to
retire at 05 years.

Mir. Willeock: There is no such law.
The ATTORNEY OENERAL: Ye.,,

there is.
Mr. Wilicock: N-\ot applying to wages

mn.

T1he ATTORNEY GENERAL: Afv im-
pression is that there is. However. I am
int concerned about that, and I do not pro-
pose to abandon this mneasure because the
hon. imember thinks that the Government
ought to don soinething like it elsewhere. I
suggest that inembers who believe something
like it ought to be done elsewhere should
sup port the Government in their endeavours
to accomplish this reform.

The Ministcr for Railways: It is con-
trary to the policy of the unions to retain
mien after they have reached 05.

I-. Keaneally: The Minister is not in
a piosition to speak of the policy of thec
unions.I

The Minister for Railways: The unions
haxe repeatedly urged that nien should re-
tire at 65.

The ATTOR-NEY GENERAL: Another
pinlt raisedl by tie memiber for Geraldton
was that, if this measure he passed, the
Government might he mnore likely to appoint
young men who would he unsuitaible. Surel-
the reverse is the case. Time more per-man-

enitly we appoint people, the more careful
Lhe Government, would be in waking a
selection. I am inclined to agree with the
mtemiber for Geraldton in his suggestion that
our choice will he rallier cramped under the
mieasiire, because it provides that we tanat
select magistrates from qualified legal prac-
titioners, or persons who have passed the
prescibled examination. Unless I could be
sure that we could alway.s get men of von-
siderable eNpeiience as legal practitioners,
I would be inclined to give t11e Governmeant
a free hiand, because I agree wvith the lion.
member that some of the bo-t magistrates
we have had have been men who had not
l)assed the prescribed examination and
who were not solicitors. Where our choice
is so limited, I should feel inclined to agree
to anl amendment, if the. member for Ger-
aldton sees fit to move it, deleting the pro-
posed qualifications. Personally, I regard
the tenure of office of a person occupying
a judicial position as very much more im-
portant than his qualifications. I have a
belief in thle inherent sense of justice of all
human beings. The trouble is that the sense
of justice is so constantly blinded by self-
interest. I believe that if a person who
had led a dishonest life were appointed to

a. judicial position and] given complete secur-
ity of tenure, his natural sense of justice
would tend to make hini exercise his func-
tions in a satisfactory manner.

Mr. Willeock: You know what autocracy
of power does to most people. They exer-
cise it in a most extraordinary way.

The ATTORNEY G-ENERAL: Yes, be-
cause their self-interest dictates it. But
take any normal, healthy-minded man and
put him in a judicial position, and remove
from him as far as possible any temptation
to depart from the strict sense of justice,
and 1 think his reasoning intect will make
him endeavour to do what appears to be
justice to the position. I reg-ard the hide-
pendent position as being more important
than the qualifications. Give a man of the
greatest attainments a position on the jud-
icial bench and expose him to temptation,
and he may go wrong if he is niot inherently
straight, but place a man of mediocre at-
tainmnents iii the position, a man with iio
particular sense of honesty, and expose himt
to temptation and lie will go wrong.

Hfon. P. Collier: A man with unco0nscious
biais very often departs from justice.
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The ATTORNEY GENEBRAL: That is
so, though the longer lie sits in the judicial
position, safe from interference of tenure,
the less will be his unconscious bias, and the
better he will be able to see all around the
questions. presented for his decision.

'Mr. Sampson: MAight not an arrogant
spirit grow up if permanency is grantedI

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- I do not
think it matters in a judicial person so long
-is it is exercised with justice. Very often
a certain amount of arrogance is good for
the persons brought before the court, as well
as for some of the lawyers appearing in the
court.

H1on. P. Collier: A man mnight be arro-
gant and have a keen sense of justice.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
SO.

The Minister for Railways: That is why
opposition is good for some candidates at
election time; otherwise they become arro-
gant.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ques-
tion of persons in outlying districts who at
present combine the positions of medical
officer and magistrate will not arise unider
this measure, because it is not intended that
the operation of the Act shall be extended
to the whole of the State immediately, but
only in the future when funds will he avail-
able to appoint whole-timie men in these
positions. We propose to make a start in
the area comparatively close to Perth, and
we hope to work out gradually as the fin-
ances improve. I should like to see the re-
muneration made more attractive, the mini-
mum. being £E1,000 a year-ranging to £1,500.
However, that is quite impossible at the
present time;, but we believe that by increas-
ing the emoluments, we shall be able to cover
the whole State. For the time being the
operations of the Act will be limited to a
portion of the State only. I do not sup-
pose that wiUl be in the time of the present
Government. It may be that the member
for Geraldton, if he allows the Bill to be-
come law, -will have the privilege in future
years of extending the operations of the
measure so that it will cover the whole of
the State.

Mr. Kenneally: In a couple of years'
time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think the financial position wrnl be such as
to enable that to he done in a couple of

years' time, but perhaps six years hence,
when the member for Gerald ton may again
become Minister for Justice, ]ie will have the
privilege of making the extension of the
well-recognised principle o[ the administra-
tion of British justice.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ANN-UAL ESTIMATES, 1930-Si.

In Committee of Supp1 ly1.

Debates resumed fromn the 2 nd October
on the Treasurer's financial statement and
on the Annual Estimates ; Mr. Richard-
son in the Chair,

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.41: First
of all, T should like to refer to the attacks
that have been made on those engaged in
public life, and the challenges that have
been issued to mnembers. I noticed in this
morning's paper another attack an the Fed-
eral Parliament and the State authorities
generally, and while we know that the
Parliaments are not perfect, we can
claim that the attacks are not justified
because the whole of the troubles of this
country to-day cannot be attributed to
politicians. After all, the trouble is world-
wvide. In this State we have clelpended
maninly on the production of gold and
wheat, We know that it was Lord Forrest
who mnade it possible for the mining indus-
try to thrive by providing water, and we
know also what Sir James Mlitchell !and
others have done to put the agricultural
industry on its present footing. Just now
our only duty is to get the Estimates
thro ugh as quickly as we can, time being
the essence of the contract. All I wish to
urge is that if it should 'be found after the
present sessgion has closed that the Esti-
niates appear to he going astray, the Gov-
ernment should again summion. Parliament
and submit supplementary Estimates. One
is aware that the public as a whole have
expressed their confidence in the Budget as
it has been brought down, but we should
also like to feel that it is the determination
of the Government, having put up a set of
figures which may not be found to balance,
that they are prepared in the months ahead
to call Parliament together again and sub-
mit a revision of the Budget so as to make
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up any leeway that may have presented
itself.

Mr. Willeock: You were not here when
the House opened to-day; notice was given
of seven or eight taxation measures.

iMr. NORTH: Another point is with re-
gard to unemployment. There again the
number of those out of work may increase.
I believe the cost at the present time is
something like £180,000 a year, and if the
number of unemployed increases, it will be
the duty of the Government to see that
those who are suffering are provided for.

M1r. Wilicoek: Surely you do not think
the position will becomne worse with Sir
James Mlitchell in power!

Mr. NORTH: It is not a matter of who
is in power ;' it is a matter of world facts.
Comiing- back to local questions, the Min-
ister for Railways the other evening made
an important statement in which he pointed
out that motor transport had taken a great
deal of revenue from the railways. The
ex-Minister for Works in the course of his
remarks a few evenings ago suggested that
if it had not been for my heinous attack on
the Government a couple of years back, the
roads would have been cleared of most of
the traffic and the railways would have got
hack to their normal state. I fail to realise
that my efforts had such a tremendous in-
fluence on the then Government. My
opinion is that it is more a matter of pub-
lic opinion which the Government wisely
followed at that time. There -was a clamour
for road transport and I feel now, as I felt
then, that the public are entitled to choose
their own method of transport. I do not
agree with the argument which suggests
that we should support one or the other-
the railways or the buses. It is a question
of efficiency and we should take the means
of transport on general points. We have
certain conditions imposed upon us and we
must balance the budget by every available
process. Therefore it may happen that we
should have to use the less satisfactory
method of transport, even though it im-
poses certain hardships on the public. At
the same time let me take the definite ease
of the district I represent. By reason of a
regulation which does not allow the pick-
ing up of passengers by motor vehicles
within a prescribed area, it is quite ob-
vious that the public are going to be very
much hampered. The trains take 25
mninutes. to cover a journey that the motor

vehicles do in ten minutes. If we compel
the puiblic to use the trains, we shall be
putting back the clock. I sun~est that a
compromise can be arrived at without
affecting the trains. My proposal is that
the trains should take the bulk of the
traflic which occurs at the peak periods,
morning and evening, And that we should
waive the regulation d-uring the! slaitk
hours, say, between 9,301 a.m. and 4.30 p.m.

Mr. Wilkcoek: You want to have the
two methods of transport where only one
is necessary.

Mr. NORTH: Both are being operated
at the present time. Taxi cars are run-
ning from Fremnantle to Perth and vice
versa, and they carry the traic for a good
deal of the way. But we must not lose
sight of the fact that many people have
boughbt houses, within tun minutes' dhrive
of the city by taxi, and we propose that
they shall patronise the trains which take
25 minutes to cover the journey. That
may be justified from the point of view of
balancing the budget, but not from any
other aspect. Therefore the suggestion I
have to make, so that the Government
shall not be harassed, is that the regula-
tion regarding the taxi vehicles shell be
waived during certain hours. The taxis
will then be able to carry some of Jthe
traffic, and the trains will have it during
the busier periods. Like other members,
[ have received communications setting
out all sorts of theories for the existing
world conditions from. which we are sttf-
Cering. I have no intention of referring
to them at the present jundtume because the
present Parliament has quite enough to
do in attempting to balance the budget.
If there are world-wide reasons for the
present state of affairs, which wve cannot
control, it is no use 4our jattempting to
solve them from this end. We have ail
we can do to look after our own finances,
and we can safely leave the bigger diffi-
culties to those elsewhere whose province
it is to solve them. A great many com-
plaints have been levelled by the Public
against the State Parliament. These should
have been more properly laid at the door
of the Federal Parliament. Requests have
been made by farmners for a moratorium
and for an increase of the note issue,, as
well as other suggestions for curing olir
troubles., All these are exclusively Fed-
eral matters, though .T do not think the
Federal Parliament can cure them. The
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fact remains that thley come within die
Federal sphere; we as a State Parliament
have not the power nor the opportunity,
legally or otherwise, to solve the various
tluestions we have been asked to deal with.

MB. SAMPSON (Swvan) [5.57] : -In a
statemnicjt made earlier in the session there
was a reference to a reduction of Parlia-
macataiy allowances. We are looking f or-
ward with interest to the introduction of
that measure. I feel that in view of tile
ve.y vei flieult timtes through wh ichi the State
is passing that reduction to be set out in the
Bill wvill readily be approved, In respect. to
State trading tile time is opportune to offer
a few remarks on the subject of the exten-
sion of electric current. There is urgent
need for something to be done in that re-
speet.

lion. P. Collier: Is not that State trad-
ingv 9

Myb. SAMPSON: I regaird electricity
supply as a utility which should be extenden
to every part of the outer suburhan districts
where it is likely to have a beneficial effect
on production. I regret that many centr-es
within a radius of 120 miles from Perth are
not suppliedl from one generating station, as
was done in South Auatrnlia, many years
ago with the result that the production and
distribution of current was much more ocon-
Onlictilly handled. Unfortunately for those
in our- outer suburban areas who desire cur-
rent, the position usually is that the gener-
ating. capacity of the East Perth station is
said to hec at its peak. That condition is
brought about because of a specially good
agzreeument made some years ago with the
Perth City Council.

Hon.,W. 1). Johnson: Did you say speci-
'Ully good?9

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, Good for those
who have the opportunity to use that cur-
rent. That current is supplied to the Perth
City Council at a rate below the cost of
production. That is very much to be re-
gretted. The position is that while there is
always plenty of current for picture shows
and other forms of illumination, those who
require the current for primary production
are unable to get it because the generating
capacitY, of tile plant is insufficient to meet
all that is necessary. That, of course, is to
be regretted, particularly in view of the
pious hopes and statements frequently voiced

hy members on both sides that we should
look after those on the land.

The Mlinister for Railways: Would you
support a Hill to take compulsorily 50 per
cent, of the profits accruing to the Perth
City Council from electricity?

Mr. SAMPSON: I would be prepared to
.support a request to the Minister that the
legal position of the agreement betwveen the
Government and the Perth City Council
should he looked into.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no need to look
into it.

The Minister for llailways: No, it does
not require illuminating.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am not sure. In view
of the illuminating advice sometimes given
in this Chamber, it may be that a defect
wvill be found in that agreement. I question
wvhether it is quite equitable that the State
should be levied upon to the extent it is
levied upon under this agreement.

The Minister for Railways: It was £70,000
last year.

Mr. SAMPSON : We have the Attorney
General, the Chief Secretary, the member
ror North-East Fremantle, the member for
Kanowna, and the member for Geraldtom,
all boasting acquaintance wvith legal intric-
acies. Through them we mnight be able to
put tip a care proving that this agreement
is neither equitable nor legal.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: To begin with, I
think the Council have more area than they
ulmould have.

Mr. SAMPSON: I recall that in 1926 the
then Deputy Premier, fired with the enthu-
siasmi of youthful optimism, did me the kind-
ness to visit 'Mandaring. The bon. member
himself will recall the very earnest desire
thou expressed by the people of Mundaring
that electric current should be extended to
that centre. This is an indication of what
is happening all through the outer suburban
areas. Electric current for power purposes
is everywhere required. It is required at
Parkerville so that it might be used in the
quarries, and for a similar purpose it is re-
quired at Mliddle Swan. Current cannot be
procured to carry on necessary work. If the
current were qvailable for those quarries,
there would be cheaper road-making- mater-
ial for a number of local authorities, and
there would be less unemployment than we
have to-day. I do not know that there is
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any use in complaining of what wazi done
in the past; the Past has gone, and the
future is not too hopeful in respect of elec-
tric current.

The Minister fur Railwavs: We must get
that new unit.

Mr, SAMPSON: I do hope that itl spite
of manifold dtiliculties, to, Premier will
make provision for it new generating Unit
at the East P'erth station. Hope de-
ferred ntaketii the heart sick. As I
observed a few mionents tio, it wit,
hoped that with the enthusiasmn of the
IDeputy Pren-ier in 1925 we should have
an extension of the electric current to Maun-
daring. I ani sure that gentleman used lii-i
best endeavours to secure that ertensiou,
but evidently the necessary money could not
be found. I do not wish to labour this pro-
piosed extension of the electric current, but
I hope every consideration will lie given
to it. As for State trading, 1 trust it will
not be long before the Government give
their undivided attention to governmental
matters, and that die State trading concerns
will no longer exist as such.

H~on. W. D). Johnson: Would you include
in that the Government Printing Office',"

MNr. SAMIPSON: Ye,; I amn prepared to
sacrifice the Glovernnient Printing Office,
which has rather exceeded the purposes for
which it was established, and is in the habit
of encroaching upon private enterprise.
Howvever, it may he considered that I am
personally interested in that subject, and so
I do not desire to speak on it at any length.
As for thle State hotels, I think I wvill have
general support when I say the time has
long since passed when they should hare
been disposed of. It is a most undignified
position for any Government to depend on
the- -;ah (if Iiquor-iadling out wallop, it
has been described by some members-as a
means whereby Consolidated Revenue is to
be improved. It is gratifying to know that
the present Government stand for private
enterprise as against State trading. This
is 'what State trading does in point of
hotels. This is seriously reported in the
local newspaper-

The Premier: Local where?
Ron. P. Collier: But these papers are

very unreliable.
Mr. SAMPSON: In this instance the re-

port is quite correct. This is referringr to

tile Wongan Hills State Hotel, regarding
which thle 'Ballidu-Wongan Budget" says-

The additions tok the hotel building at
\onigaL Uills are PLOW nearly completed, in.

ctntuiug extra bath accommiodlation. A corni-
dunr etfect has been. added to the southern
buildifog, ill which are two neat enclosures
fitted with showers.

Imagine that! The fact that the Wongan
Hills State Hotel has put in two showers is
hold to be a, matter for congratulation.
Ble-ause, although for many years the
people of the district have urged that the
hotel should he treated the same as other
hotels, successive Governments, and even the
Licenses Reduction Board, have refused to
follow that course.

H~on. P. Collier: But these are additional
341owers, of course.

Mrb. SAMPSON: Yes; additional showers.
Also in recognition of the needs of this3
single-storeyed hotel at Wongan Hills there
are two new porcelain hand basins. Now
the only thing necessary is to put back the
eloek a year or two and send along an Hen-
orary Minister officially to declare them,
opell.

Mr, M1unsie: Is its single storey a detri-
mnt to the hotel!

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes; it is recognised
by the Licenses Reduction Board that anl
hotel must be at least two-storeyed. At all
events, the hotel at Wongan Hills is utterly
inadequate for the needs of that prosper-
ous, growing district. I do not know for
what purpose the buildinir in which this
business is carried onl was ori~inall ' built,
but I should say it was an antedeluvian
type of countryv store, with unexpected steps
here and there to catch the uniwary. Such
s-teps in anl hotel, of course, are absolutely
nut of place. As for the conduct of that
hotel, I have nothing but praise. The meals
are good, the liquors are good,, the house is
perfectly clean, and everything is in order.
Rut the time has arrived when these State
hotels should be disposed of. Still refer-
ring to the improvements at the Wongrin
Hfills State hotel, the local newspaper

Theve cnditions will add greatly to the
comnfort of the hotel's gue'ss

If many guests come along! they have to
Mleep on th' verandah, or go rolind the
town and try to find friends who will put
them tip for the night. At one time I
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wanted to remain at Wongan Hills over-
btight, I went along to the hotel with a,
iriend, but found there was room for only
one of us.

Hon. P. Collier: That was a tragedy!
M r. SAMPSON: I should not be sur-

prised if the Leader of the Opposition has
found himself in equally embarrassing cir-
cumstances, for he moves about those dis-
tricts. a good deal. The local newspaper,
still referring to the hotel additions, con-
bnues-

It is to be regretted that they bare been
adrlci to a building which in itself is totally
inadequate and unsuitable.

Nobody can criticise the aeeurney of the
writer of that paragraph, for be has le-
seribed the position exactly as it is.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SAMPSON: Two or three years ago
the then Minister for Railways, by invita-
heon, visited Mundaring and attended a meet-
lag at which the railway service was dis-
cussed. The need for a train that would
reach Perth in time for the early workers
wats stressed, and it was understood that the
Minister would make an endeavour to run
thaLt train. The meeting assured the Min-
ister that a large number of workers would
settle in Mun daring, Glen Forrest, Darling-
ton, and Greenmount if it was possible for
them to reach Perth in' tinte to attend their
duties. I suggest to the present Minister
that an early morning train should be pro-
vided if possible. I believe it would pay,
but at any rate a trial might be made. If
it is not run I feel it will not be long before
a taxi or charabanc service is operating
along the York Road. That road is now
nearly reconstructed as far as Mundaring.
If provision for a train is not made by the
Government, there can surely be no objec-
tion if, in view of the great need that exists
for such,' a service from Mundaring
to Perth is supplied by some bus owner. I
suggest also it is time that the power used
at pumping stations Nos, I. and 2 be looked
into. Steam power is obsolete, and if a close
calculation were made I think it would bo
found that electric power would make for a.
very considerable reduction iu cost No other
power is nearly as cheap as electric power,
and I believe a change-over from steam to
electricity would make for a good deal of
economy. The matter is not one that I am

advancing as a definite proposition, but I do
ask that the Government should look into the
matter and see whether this chiange-over
could not be made. At the present time, in
order to cart wood to the pumping station,
a road of about 18 miles in length has to be
maintained, and, because of the stiff gradi-
ents, this is fairly costly work. The sym-
pathy of every member will be with the
Premier in the very difficult position he has
to face. Everyone hero, both on the Gov-
ernment and Opposition sides of the Cham-
ber, earnestly hopes he will be able to live
up to the figures he presented in his Budget
a few days ago, We wish to assure him that
anything we can do towards that end will
be done gladly. I feel sure too, that mem-
bers will readily welcome the suggested legis-
lation for the reduction of Parliamentary
salaries. The position calls for general
treatment. It is an obligation on members
to take the initiative, and gratifying to know
that the Premier proposes to bring down this
Bill.

Mr. Marshall: I wish you had to represent
my electorate and keep fire children.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member must
not blame me for his five children. I feel
that he thinks as I do in this matter.

Mr. Marshall: I do not think as you do,
and do not want you to speak for ma.

Mr. SAMWPS ON: The hon. member has
generally no difficulty in speaking for him-
self, and usually does so out of place.

Mr. Marshall: But I use better arguments
than you do.

Mr. SAM4PSON: Members generally will
welcome the introduction of this measure,
and will he glad both now and at any other
time, and in any way, to assist the Govern-
meat in the difficult times through which
we are passing.

Mr. Marshall: If you would have a go
at some of the newspaper dividends, I might
agree with you.

K&t J, H. SMITH (Nelson) [7.35] . 1
would not he doing my duty if I did not
bring under the notice of the Government
certain anomalies I know to exist. I would
first of all refer to land taxation. I sym.-
pathise with the Premier in his difficult task
of trying to make both ends meet. In my
opinion, however, a portion of the revenue
for which he budgeted cannot be expected
to come from land taxation. As is well
known, at the last general election, candi-
dates from this side of the House told the
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people on the laud that if a change in Gov-
ernment occurred, one of the first things we
would do would be to provide for an exemp-
tion of £250 on the unimproved value of
land, and reduce the land tax f rom 2d. to
LId. The main trouble, however, is in regard
to the assessments. I propose to read a
letter I have received from the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association, Boyup Brook branch,
and from this members will know what the
position really is. The letter is as follows:-

A well-attended meeting convened by the
local branch of the Primary Producers'
Association was held at Boyup Brook on
'Sptembcr 13th to discuss and protest against
thle very high assessmnents rendered by the
State Taxation Department on unimproved
land, more especially in this district (Upper
Blacktwood).

I now come to the point concerning which
I asked a question on Thursday afternoon.
The letter continues-

Several laud owners gave details of their
1929/1930 assessments, comparing them with
those of the previons year. In all the cases
brought before the meeting, the Taxation De-
p~artment had increased the valuations by not
less than 100 per cent., and in one ease the
Department had made demands for tax on a
valuation of over five times that for the
1928/29 period. In this case the Commis-

sioner thought fit to assess the unimproved
value of the holding at a figure in excess of
tile amnount paid for the holding (with all
improvements) less than two years ago, and
this in spite of the fact that the property
changed hands at the p)eak of the boom
period.

This speaks for itself. The land assessments
were adopted by tile Federal assessors some
years ago for taxation pi~rposes. I expected
something would be brought down this session
to provide for the re-valuation of agricul-
tural land in this State. At the time these
assessments were made everything was at
its peak in valnes. Wheat was worth be-
tween 6s. and 7s. 6d. a bushel, and -wool was
round about s. a lb. All that was being
produced from the land was at peak prices,
and the assessments were based on those
prices. The local authorities adopted these
values with a reduction of 33A per cent.
They were, however, too high, with the re-
sult that rates are to-day not being paid.
Just now our primary products are at their
lowest ebb. How can any Government ex-
pect to collect land taxation when the prob-
tern is to keep people on the land ? Some-
thing must be done to protect these taxpay-
ers. It appears to me a farce that such a

large amuount should be collected from our
timber industry for reforestation. When I
spoke on the Address-in-Reply I said that
the royalty per foot on timber had gone up
over 200 per cent. Actually the royalty
on a Out t. pile, such as is being used to-day
for the building of the railway bridge over
the Swan, is £6 15s. This was taken from
one department to give to the other. The
ilnpection1 fees are one-third of the royalty.
The Forests Department, and the man who
is, supplying the piles is getting £16, and of
this the Forests Department are taking £10
for reforestation purposes. Whilst that is
going on, the railways are being strangled
and are losing many thousands a year.
This should hie inquired into. M~ent-
hers may say we have to be loyal, and do
so and so and something else. 'Many things
require to be looked into. One matter is in
regard to the throwing open of Crown land.
I have in my bag to-night 100 applications
for such laud. The Government shbould
throw open Crown lands instead of going
miles and miles away as they are doing to-
day from railways, schools and other facili-
ties. At least 5,000 people could be sup-
i'licd with land if it could be released from
the Forests Department, south of Pinjarra
and within close proximity to existing rail-
ways, roads, schools and other facilities.
The Government propose to bring in a Bill1
to reduce the allowances of members and
public servants' sahiries. The Premier indi-
cated the reduction as on the basis of 10
per cent. We are to have a hospitals tax of
lid. in the pound. I plead for an unemn-
ployment tax; before the Government have
gone much further they will find such a tax
indispensable. The 10 per cent. reduction
is a flat rate, not applying to Mlinisters who
draw double what private members draw.
The Government should begin taxing at lid.
in the pound the people who are untouched
to-day. Thus there would be a total collec-
Lion of £600,000. On the basis of the hos-
pitails tax, rising gradually, the return would
be over a million of money. The Treasurer
could deduct the amount of the hospitals
tax, and still have £000,000 left to give em-
ployment to people who are workless to-day.
I entered this Chamber as an independent
responsible only to my electors. I have
linked up with the present Government, and
isaid that I will give them faithful service.
I wilt not rote them out of office unle- liy
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electorate, absolutely losing faith in the
Government, compels me to do so. I want
Miniisters, to realise that I shall be an earn-
est critic, and shall always voice my opin-
ions. To a great extent I shall please my-
self as to the manner in which I record
my vote.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: So long as it is not
dangerous.

Mr-. J. HI. SMITH: On matters vital to
the country I shall record my vote as my
conscience dictates.

Mr. McCallum: Only on those questions?
Mr. J. H. SM.%ITH: Only on those ques-

tions.
XMr. McCallumn: As regards the rest you

will do as you &-e told?
Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am not caucus-ridden

like the hon. member interjecting. I am r--
sponsible only to my electors. That is the
advantage of sitting on this side of the
Chamber. There are no pledges to be
signed. We are not responsible to persons

stigin conclave. We are not liable to
be hauled over the coals and refused a selec-
tion ballot if we do not do exactly as those-
persons tell us.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You were refnsed
an endorsement.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Never in my life. I
was one of the endorsed candidates. How-
ever-, I wvent out on the principle that no
outside body had authority to refuse an en-
dorsement. I shall discuss the various items
as they arise. There will be opportunities
for discussion later, as the Leader of the
Opposition said. Bills will be brought
down, and they will be treated according to
their worth.

MR. MUNSIE (Hannans) [7.50): A
good deal has been said in *this Chamber,
anid certainly a good deal has been printed
in the newspapers, during the last month or
six weeks as to the various Australian Gov-
(!nnlents being compelled to live within
their means. It is said that each Australian
Parliament-there are seven of them in all
-must square the ledger. My belief is that
during the current year each State Govern-
ment and the Federal Government will
bringr down a Budget that on paper will
square the ledger, but that when the 30th
June of next year arrives neither the Coin-
rnonwvealth nor any Slate will have squared
the ledger. The talk of squaring the ledger

is purely talk. Anyone who realises the
facts must know that the various Govern-
mnus cannot do it, and will not do it. They
will budget for such a result, but at the
end of the year they will fall short of it.
I wish to deal with only two items in the
Premier's Budget% I notice that the total
of the redactions in this year's Estimates is
£156,597. The principal cuts are in two
departments-Medical £114,930 and Mines
£ 10,862.

The Minister for Lands: There is also a
cut in the Agricultural Department.

Mr. 'MINSIE: I am taking only the two
departments I have administered, and they
represent the gr-eater part of the reduction,
£125,792. The Premier appealed to mre as
a formie Minister for Health who intro-
duced a Bill, tihe session before last, provid-
ing- a tax on income for hospital purposes.
In his Budget speech the Premier has fore-
casted a hospitals tax. The figures given by
him prove conclusively what his intentions
arc. He is budgeting to raise by the hos-
pitals tax, whatever it may prove to be, a
sumn of £156,000. Then he proposes to take
into Consolidated Revenue the amount re-
(ce'Ved fromn the entertainments tax, whicv.
lie forecasts at £836,000. Really it is not
£36,000, but monre.. It has been more for the
k.,st three years. To offset that £36,000 the
hon. gentleman says be wvill allow the hos-
pital fund, wvhich will be created by the
proposed Bill, to retain the amount of collfc-
tioris during the year. These, it is estimated,
will amount to £36,000. I do not know how
the Premier arrives at that estimate. The
Budget figures show last year's collections
as £40,572. However, included in that
amount arc the collections from the Repatri-
ation Board by the Perth Hospital, and
also collections from the Federal Govern-
inent for treatment of venereal disease in
seaport towns.

The Minister for Lands: That money will
not be available.

Mr. M.ITNSIE: Yes, it will. Thus the
total amount is £E40,572. For argument's
sake we will say that last year £36,000 was
collected f rom Government hospitals
throughout the State-there are 12 of them.
The Premier has no possible hope of col-
lecting £36,000 this year. Everybody must
recognise that collections from public hos-
pitals will certainly go down. The money
is not here; the people are not as well off
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as they were last year. Therefore, the Pre-
ier will not receive £36,000 from that

source. Thus thle hospitals will he worse off
onl that line. On the other hand, receipts
from entertainnments tax will undoubtedly
increase. 1 know there is a depression, hut
the reason for the increase is that three of
the largest picture ,.hows in the city of
Perth have during the last two months re-
duced their admission fee from 2s. 7 d.-
which amount returned nothing to thie State
-to 2.,. 2d.. froin which the State will coi-
lect. Therefore, the amount received by the
State will lbe greater and the amlount re-
ceived by the Conmnonwealth less. The
Commonwealth have been collecting on
the 2s. 7V/2d. and 3s. 3d. admission fees,
the State getting nothing from them.
The State wilt henceforth collect on
the 2s. 26. admission fee,' and the taxation
will, accordiiig, to the Premier, go into
Consolidated Revenue. 'When introdneing
the hospital tax measure of the session be-
fore last t estimated a surplus of £58, 000
aftter piovidling for piayiitt'it of 6s. per bed
iii respect olt every lied occupied in a hos.
pital in this State. At that time the present
Premier, (lien Leader of thle Opposition,
asked whether the Treasurer was g-oing to
pay interest on the 15'),000 while the amount
wvas in the Treasury. I naturally answered
in the negative. The Treasury was collecting-
the mnoney, but would not be asked to pay
interest on the E58,000h, which amount in any
ease would not lie ini the Treasury long
enough to return aity appreciable interest.
Last year, according to these Estimates, it
cost £141,431 from Consolidated Revenue to
run the Medical Department. This year the
Premier propo-scs. to raise f-156,000 by tax-
ation. lie intends to allow collections fronm
the hospitals tax, estimated at £36,000, to
bring tile total r-venue from hospitals up
to £192,000. Then he is going to pay into
Consolidated Revenne £,104,539 from the
hospitals tar. That will be getting money
under false pretences. If the Government
cannot square the ledger without im-
posing taxation, let them he honest about
the matter and impose direct taxes.
The taxation should not he put forward
under the guise of a hospitals tax if
the hospitals are not going to get the
proceeds. The Premier will not get my
support for a Bill of that description-
Nor do I believe bon. members will allow

himi to Pa:-s a hospitals tax and puit into,
Consolidated Revenue £:104,539 out of thle
proceeds.

The Minister for Lands: lie dloes nut iu;
it in. You mnean he does, not take' it out.

_1r, MUNSIE: Revenue will benlefit 'o
that extent.

The Minister for Lands: That is better.
Mr. 1UN SIR: Revenue will benefit to the

extent of £C103,000. 1f a hospitals tax is
to be raised in Western Australia, the pro-
ceeds should be, as nder the Collier Gov-
eriunt's Bill, set aside solely for the luain-
tenance and extension of hospitals.

The M1inister for Lands: So they will he.
Mr, MtJNSIE: Yes, £6192,000 will he set

aside 1 It is absolutely unfair. Two or
h1ree years ago I was severely criticised,
particularly by the member for Swan (Mr.
S-amipson) when I claimed that the enter-
tainunents; tax had not benefited the revenue
during the regime of the Collier Government.
I still maintain that the only benefit the
general revenue derived front the cnter-
taiiments, tax, which represented D8l,000 a
year, wa-; the revenue we collected front
Government hospitals and from patients ini
thosze hospitals. To that extent the ruveniud
benefited directly, and that -was all. Not
a penny of the entertainments tax wett
into Consolidated Revenue. Tfhe position is;
set out in the Government's Estimates
Tbmer show the amount received fronm the
tax for 1929-30 was £38,595, less the cost
of collections and refunds, £931; making
a. total of £37,604. The amnount brought
:orward from 1928-29 wasF £890, making
tile ,mionnt available for allocation
£:38,554. The amount allocated was £37,137.
That was .all that was spent from the
entertainments tax last year. The amount
held in the Treasury this year was
£1,417. At the bottom of that is the esti-
mated expenlditure for 1920-30 charged to
Consolidated Revenue, £,104.294. The ex-
pendituire last wear charged to the enter-
tainents tax fund wras £37,137, inakiwmg c
total of £C141,431. Now this is what iye
find -when we turn to the Estimates for This

year. Estimated receipts for 1930-31 in
connection with the hospital funa show that
thle estimated amuount to be received from
thle hospitals tax will he £156,000. Ho0-
pilal collections, estimiated to be received,
previously treated as revenue, £36,000, thus
giving a total of £192,000. The Premier
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has disclosed ini those figures the fact that.
[lhe imposition of the hospitals tax will
Riean that instead of the hospitals benefit-
ing to the extent of £C156,000. Consolidated
[k-evenue will benefit to tile tune of £105,000
and the hospitals to the extent of £52,000)
only.

Thie 'Minister for Works: Then where do
)ou say the false r-epresentation comes in?

)Jr. MUNS tE: The false representation
is in introducing a hospitals tax Bill, see-
ing that the hospitals will not get the money.
I candidly believe that 25 per cent. of the
people of Western Australia were in fav-
our of the imposition of at tax for the main-
tenance of our hospitals when the Labour
Government introduced the Bill. Knovin
that, the present Government intend intro-
ducing- a Bill for a similar purpose, but
the hospitals will jiot receive any corres-
ponding benefit.

'The M-iniister for Works- They will get
'lie wvhole of the tax.

Mr. MUNSTE: And the money will bip
paid into Consolidated Revenue. That is
frenzied finance.

Mr. Sleeman: And hospitals will not be
any better off.

Mr. MIJNSIE: Not a penny piece better
off. If the Premier intends to persist in
his budgeting along those lines, I hope. the
House will not agree to his hospitals tax
Bill. Should the measure Pass this House,
I hope the Legislative Council will see that
hie does not get that legislation through.
If that should happen, then the Premier
will be dlown in his estimate by £156,000.
The attitude adopted by the Government is
not fair to Parliament, nor yet to the pub-
lie. It is not fair to introduce a hospitals
tax, which will really benefit Consolidated
Revenue. I cannot see how the Government
will square the ledger in these circumstances,
anti certainly it will not be done with ins
support for the hospitals tax Bill. The
other item respecting which Ir desire to
speak, is the reduction of £10,862 in the
Estimates for the Mines Department, which
wvas another department I administered
when a member of the Collier Government.
I have gone through the whole of the Esti-
mates for that department and I find that
thle, greater proportion of that reduction is
to be saved under the one heading-com-
pensation under the Miners! Phithisis Act,
£E7,213. When we reach that item on the
Esatimatest, I shall askc how the present Min-

ister for Mines expects to save that amount
on last year's figures. i know that for the
period I was in office, and up to tile
(late of the elections, the prelnt
year's examination of the men working
in the wines gave the worst results
recorded in the history of those examina-
tions ill Western Australia. A bigger per-
-ciltlge of men had been turned down under
the provisions of the Miners' Phithisis Act
than was ever previously recorded. I shall
Vant anl cxpliatioji of the expected savinur
in view of thle fact that I know at least 100
-xtra melt will have to he provided for. I

do not know how the Minister will be able
to do it. He may have a method that the
Estimates do not disclose. I can find no set-
e-ft although I have searched for some pro-
vision elsewhere front which Payment ot
some portion of thle mioney will be mad,.
1 cannot find at single peniny for that liar-
Pose, and yet 100 extra men will have to be
dealt wvith! I ala satisfied that, .-egarding,
the two departientbs I had exl)I-ience in
administer-ing, the Gov-ernmient will b e at
least £200,000 short ii' their Estimautes.

Mr. Withers: There is nothing unusual
in that.

'Mr. 31IUNS1E : Pci-ha1,s not. but it
shlows the fallacy of the stateaintots pull-
lished in the Press daily that all flovern-
muelts ale ont to balance the budget. Ill
myv opinion not one of then, will lie able to
do so when the financial year closes. There
are a hundred aind oae things I could dis-
cuss in cornection wvith the Budget, but I1
do not think it would (10 much good. Be-
foire concluding wvhat I wish to say' onl the
general discussion, I would point out that
Pr-ior to the elections the chief cry of the
Preni ci, wll), wVis then Leaderv of die op~-
position, was that if returned to power it
,% as not his intention to increase lhut to re-

li1ce taxation.
Thle Minister for- Lands: Ot 1course, you.

Lnow that circumastances have altered.
Ai- 2H.LNS[E: Yes, the Position altered

in 24 ]'cut-s. They altered onl the anight jof
the election when you dliscover-ed You were
in office.

The Minister for Lands: We are not get--
ting the loan funds that wve were promised.

Air. Sleeman: That has nothing to doa
with the Revenue Estimates.

The Minister for Lands: But they helped
revenue.
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Mr. MUNSIE: When we deal with the-
Loan Estimates we can discuss that phase,
but at present we are considering the Rev-
eane Estimates. The chief cry of the Pre-
muer was that there would be, no increased
taxation, but that taxation would be v-
duced. In hi., policy speech, he mentioned
four Bills, that would increase taxation. To-
day he has introduced five or six such Bills.

The Minister for Works: They are all
small ones.

'Mr. MrNSIE: But all mount ip. The
Premier intr-oduced five or six, and then the
Minister for Lands introduced a itleasure
that will result in the collection of the
largest amiount. He gave notice of his in -
tention to introduce a hospitals tax Bill, al-
though it is really not a Bill to provide taxa-
tion revenue for hospitals at all. The pro-
mrise that the Premier made to reduce taxa-
lion has goane by the board.

Mr. Willcock: Like the rest of the pro-
mises.

Mr. I11 NSIE: We will have an oppor-
tunity to discuss that measure when the
second readig is moved, but I am puzzled
as to bow it will operate. There is one
point that I wish to make clear to my col-
league, the teader- of the Opposition. I
want to advise him that I am not the expert
lie appears to think I am in winning at the
races. I would have liked to make the
Leader of the Opposition prove his words
when he told the Committee that I w-as a
consistently successful bettor. As a matter
of fact, if I had not had my Parliamentary
pass, I would have had to walk home from
the races on many occasions& By no meanm
am I a regular winner when I attend tim
i-aces. I shall be delighted to see the Bidl
it is intended to introduce to impose a tax
on winning bets. I want to have a look at
the measure and ascertain how it is pro-
posed to collect the tax.

Mr. Withers: It will 1)8 ft Chinese
puzzle.

M,%r. MI'NSIE: I do not know what.
method the Government can adopt. I know
si.,netliing about race and raecour-ses, ant
I claim the Government can introduce any
Bill they like with that object in view, and
1 will undertake to go to a race meeting and
hack every winner on the day, and yet the
Government wvill not collect one shilling
fromi me.

Mr. Willcoek: Perhaps you will not eol-
lect.

Mr-. MUNSTE: It will be interesting, to
Oiscover how' the Government intend to co!-i
lcct.

Mr. Sampson: Surely you will help them
to amend the Bill and make it effective.

'.%r. MIWTNSIE: Yes, I will help them to
make it reasonably effective, hut I will not
assist them to impose at tax on winning bets
that will mean that if a man goes to the
races and loses £E100 ad then wins £E10 on
the last race, he will have to pay 2% pet-
cent, on the £10, although he will be a loser
of £90 on the day. If that could he con-
sidei-cd just, I have yet to learn what is fair
and equitable. I do not intend to discuss
the Estimates any further, but I shall have
a good deal to say when we discuss the
Health Vote. I congratulate the Minister
for Health upon having induced the-Premier
to increase the Health Vote by £1,000. I
am sorry he was not able to get a little more.
I honestly believe that if Western Australia
were to spend more money on preventing
sickness than it Spends on caring ailments
once contracted, our people would be more
healthy. While I am pleased to see the
Health Vote slightly increased, I am sorry
to see the Medical Vote decreased, particu-
larly regarding the hospital provisions, with
which I have already dealt.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.14]: The
Estimates provide private members with an
opportunity to ventilate what they consider
matters of importance from a national stand-
point as well as from their own parochial
point of view. 1 spoke at length on the
Address-in-reply, and I shall not detain the
Committee for long on the Estimates. I
would not like to let the opportunity pass
without bringing under the notice of hon.
members that phase of our national activi-
ties that is referred to in the newspapers
almost daily under the heading of "Farmers'
Finance." That question has beeii occupy-
ing the attention of the Government, the
commercial community, and the banks for
many weeks paut. There have been meetings
all over the country. At Wyaleatchemn a
scheme was put forward for finaneing the
wheat crop by issuing Australian notes
against the taxable value reserved to the
Commonwealth. At 2lerredin a 4s. guarantee
was asked for, or a bonus of 6d. per bushel.
At Lake Grace the farmers asked for a morn-
toriuu. All sorts of resolutions have been
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,,assetl, mnost of thenm diverse and conflicting.
They will not help in a solution of the
present impasse that the farming industry
has reached. I should like to stress the point
that the general clamour all over the country
indicates a very serious position, and one
that we should consider, not only from the
standpoint of trying to solve the difficulties
confronting the agricultural calling, but
from the standpoint of the future of the
industry. An appeal was made by the Prime
Minister to the farmers to grow more wheat.
That appeal has been responded to in
magnificent fashion. The record wheat pro-
duction of the Commonwealth occurred in
1915 when something like 179,000,000 bushels
were harvested. This year it, is estimated
that from 200,000,000 to 225,000,000 bushels
will be produced. That shows how gallantly
the farmers have responded to the appeal.
We understand that steps are being taken
to relieve the immediate position with which
the farmers are confronted. Now is the
time when the whole structure of both our
primary and secondary industries should, be
investigated. Speaking to many farmers re-
cently, men who have been on the land for
years, I was informed that they are very
little better off than they were 20 years ago.
In fact, some of them are worse off. If this
sort of thing is going to continue, there will
be a wholesale exodus from the land. Unless
farming can be made less of a gamble and
umore of a business proposition, the state of
affairs now prevailing, had as it is, will grow
worse. I understand that steps are being
taken to tide the farmer over the present
stage until the harvest is garnered, and that
provision is being made to finance his re-
quirements for the coming season.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Who is doing that?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The bon. member has
seen the reports in the Press.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:. Surely you do not
think the merchants are serious!

Mr. G1RIFFITHS: That is a point I wish
to mention. The farmer has endeavoured to
save the financial stability of the Common-
wealth. The call in war time was as it is
now f or the f armer to do his bit. He has
done his bit as well as he knows how. What
about the hanker, the merchant and others
doing a little to help to save not only the
farmers but themselves? If a wholesale
exodus from the land once starts, it means
that the banker, the merchant, the bag man
and the machinery man, as well as the
farmer, will suffer heavy losses. I cannot

believe that those people wvill be so lacking
in common sense that they wvill not meet the
Government and the farmers in a spirit of
god will and make a utual sacrifice to
enable the industry to be saved. I have a
letter from a farmer in the country who
gives an idea of the outlook. He writes on
behalf of a number of farmiers, and from his
letter 1 have taken the essential points.
After referring to the Chamber of Corn-
ineree and the move to finance the farmers,
he goes on to say-

The farmers arc up against the toughest
proposition of their lives. No doubt business
peoplc are preparing for the big grab which
wrill take place ott the realisation of the pro-
ceeds of the wheat. The farmers are ilL a
desperate plight. They have no money with
which to buy tucker. Their credit has gone
to the pack. They have good farna, many
of them highly developed, and excellent
c~rops, and yet they have no credit with Which
to buy household goods. Thme movc of the
mnerchants to protect themselves may be all
right, but provision will have to be made to
finance next year's farming operations. Is
this to be doiei "it will be worse next year
for our farming operations. I am tipping a
big exodus from the farms if wheat prices
remain as they are at present, or if they -fall
lowcer, if something is not done to keep fami-
lies on their holdings. Under the extraord-
inary conditions now prevailing, the Govern-
ment should see that the farmers' interests
arc protected, and that no man is pushed off
the land through stress of circumstances ever
which he has 110 control. The whole thing
is L national and burning question. Mr.
Glasheca spoke of continuing the I.A.B. in
an emergency such as the present. This ex-
perience will be infinitely worse than that of
the drought year. Why not use the machinery
of the I.A9. and the valuable experience
gained, It should be used at a time like this.
Do you think that would be preferable to the
present move by the Chamber of Commerce?
What about a big meeting. at, say, Keller-
berrin, to discuss these queries of the farm-
er5' present difficulties; and the future if,
wheat values do not rise? We can all antici-
pate a financial catastrophe if wheat values
remain at the present low level or fall lower.
Ihare been asked by the farmers of Doodla-

kinc to write you. We take it that the Coun-
try Party members and the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association Executive will watch our
interests and evolve a scheme to help the
farmers over this difficult period. We also
believe that Sir James 'Mitchell and his coun-
try members will be just as keen to help.

I believe the present impasse will be over-
comle. If a spirit of good will can be
brought to hear, the chances are that we
shall manage to struggle through to next
year-. As regards the outlook f or the
coming year. we know there is much talk
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in (ireat Britain about reciprocal trade.
That involves the 'juegtion of the tariff,
and as we are vitally concerned in tle
4iuestion of the tariff, it appears3 that the
time is opportune to endeavour to get a
fuller a~nd broader outlook taker. of the
primary industries, especially by the Corn-
mionwealth authorities who appear to rule
in the interests of 'Melbourne and Sydney
rather than of the primary producing
States. The sooner we tackle this problem
and bring the position under the notice of
the Federal Government, of bankers, mner-
chants and others connected with the in-
dustry, the better it will be. Since lire-war
days production costs have doubled. The
interest charged to settlers before the war
wvas from 4 per cent, to 5 per cent., whereas
it is now 61h per cent to 7 per cent. Pre-
war farming was conducted mainly with a
4d. to 4 d. per bushel railage freight.
Now it extends to a 6d. or even higher
freight. The Commonwealth Government
have imposed a priMage duty on wheat
sacks of 9d. per dozen. Yet they ask the
farmers to grow more wheat. The farmers
are getting it in the neck from all sides.
One farmer informed me that he had re-
ceived a communication stating that he
must sign a lien over his machinery, or he
would not be allowed to use the harvester
to take his crop off. Others are getting
orders froma the Agr-icultural Bank for sir-
nature giving the bank liens to cover in-
terest- When we tell these farmers that we!
-are doing our best for theni, they point out
that the flovernment evidently intend to join
in the rush for their share of the proceeds.
They want to know whether the Govern-
ment intend to press their claims, or whether
they propose to extend the same good will
that farmers expect the merchants to ex-
hibit. So the merry game goes on. Mier-
chants, hankers, super manufacturers, and
in fact the community as a whole must get
into their heads that if wheat growing and
sheep raising fail, everyone will suffer just
as much as the farmers are suffering at
present. I hope the opportunity will be
seized to bring home to the Federal Govern-
ment the evils of the present tariff, and if
they will not reali~e the national catas-
trophe facing Australia, we should go bald-
likaded for secession.

[Mr. J7. H. Smith took the Chair!]

M&. SLUEMAN (Fremnan tie) [8.27]: 1
am rather surprised at these Estimates after
aill the talk we have heard about the econ-
omny and wage reduction, and about all from
the hig-hest to the lowe.4 sharing the sacri-
Kee.

Mr. Marshall: The Government said
everybody should do so.

-Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, everyone had to
stand his share, but unfortunately the Gov-
ernment have started with the lowest and
hare forgotten the highest. I notice that
provision still remains on the Estimates for
the Governor's establishment. Lest I might
be misunderstood, let me say I consider His
Excellency the Governor is one of the best
we have had to carry out those important
duties. Those duties are important in nor-
inal times, but I do not regard them as im-
portant in such a time as the present when
we arc seeking to effect economies. This is
an office which could he dispensed with dur-
ing the next year or two. His Excellency
will be leaving us shortly, and I think the
Government would be wveil advised not to
appoint a successor, so that the amount at
present expended on the Governor's estab-
lishiment could be saved. The money could
be better spent for the relief of starving
families in Western Australia. Theme are
plenty of people starving in the country,
and the money should be spent on them
rather than on maintaining the Governor's
establishment.

Mr. Sampson: There is no one in Western,
Australia more industrious than His Excel-
lency.

M.SLEEMAN: I have nothing to say
against the present occupant of the office.
I have already tried to explain that he is a
fine gentleman who has carried out ['is duties
very 'veil indeed. No Governor of this State
has ever travelled amongst the people more
than he has done.

M r. Sampson: His office is certainly not
a siecure.

Mr. -SLEEMAN: The position could be
dispensed with for a time, especially after
all the talk we have heard about the neces-
sity for economy from the highest to the
lowest. Let us start at the highest, and we
might get down to the lowest. I hope the
Committee will agree to reduce this expen-
diture as a protest against continuing the
office of Governor for the next year or two
until we get back to normal times. There
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is also another way of economising and I
referred to it on the Address-in-reply. It
is that we could well do without sonic mem-
bers of Parliament.

The Premier: I agree with you.

Mr. SLEEMNAN: In fact we could do
without the member for Northam.

The Premier: You have already tried
that.

Mrl. SLEE MAN: Then if at first we don't
succeed, wve t-am tiy and try again. The re-
duction in the number of members may be
one way o:i getting rid of the lion. mnember.
I realise that if we reduced the number of
neiniber, iii this Chiamber from 50 to 40.

some of us would not come back. But there
would be the economy by reason of the State
having perhaps 40 members less in both
Hfouses. That brings me to the fact that
when I spoke on the Address-in-reply, the
"West Australian" took me to task for

gr-itinup a contentious party matter
and disguising it in the garb of economy.
1 did not know that the abolition of the
Legislation Council was a contentious party
matter. Evidently the "West. Australian"
knew more about our platform than I did,
but whether it was a contentious party mat-
ter or not, I still claim that it would be a
good thing if we could abolish the Legis-
lative Council and by reducing the number
of members of the Assembly to 40, so do
away with a similar numnber-thirty in one
anti ten in the other.

Mr. Sampson: There would be some inno-
cents abroad then.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, and the hon. mem-
ber might he one of them if what I suggest
came about. I agree with the remarks of
the es-Minister for Health when he criticised
the attitude of the Government towards the
medical vote. The Government have cut
down that vote by £114,000 and we have the
spectacle of the Fremantle hospital being
obliged to close up two of the wards instead
,of the Government doing something to assist
to keep them open. So far as I can see
the position will remain the same after the
Government's proposals have been carried
out, and the Treasurer will get the benefit
of the extra money that he proposes to raise.
The existing position in which the hospitals
find themselves at the present time is a dis-
grace to the Government. The hospitals are
not able to finance themselves. Several pro-
positions have been put up for financing the

Fremantle hospital, but up to date it has
not been possible to get the sanction of the
Government to any of them. I can tell the
Premier that the Estimates of the Medical
Department will not go through without a
lot of criticism owing to the fact that he is
cutting out £;114,000 and relieving his rev-
enue by bringing in legislation which the
Government claim will be a hospitals tax.
In my opinion it will lie a misnomer; it will
not relieve the hospitals, but it -will relieve
the Treasurer by letting him get away with
£114,000 of revenue, I do not propose to
say anything father at the present stage
because we shall hove plenty of opportuni-
ties when the divisions are being considered.

This concluded the general debate.

Votes and items were discussed as fol-
lows:

Vote--Legislative (!ouncil, f1,8912-agreed
to.

Vote-Legislative Assembly, B2%946:

.Mr. ARSHALL: I should like to have
something to say about the abolition of this
vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the hion. member
desire to deal with the Legislative Council
vote 9 That vote has already been disposed
of. 'W%1e are now dealing with the Legislative
Assembly vote.

Mr. MARSHALL; Then I have missed
my opportunity. Anyway, I should like to
have something to say on the Legislative
Assembly vote.

The CHAIRMA-N: On -which item!
Mr. MIARSHALL: Clerk Agsistant. I

wish to enter a protest against the pro-
cedure that has been adopted, spontaneously
apparently. In any remarks that I mray
have to offer I wish it to be understood that
I have no ill-will towards the individual who
is temporarily occupying the position of
Clerk Assistant. I understand that the
Clerk Assistant has been taken ill and has
gone away on a holiday. In his place we
find a stranger to the Chamher. The
stranger may be ever so competent, sincere
and genuine. I am not casting any reflec-
tion on him;, I am criticising the procedure
that has been adopted in bringiing in an out-
sider to temporarily fill the post of
assisting to control the husinpr% of this
Chamber, -while others who have served us
faithfully for 15 and 18 years respectively
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have been overlooked. It is a little difficult
to understand what has really caused this
particular change. One is speaking more
or less in the dark, but when one finds that
young men who have faithfully discharged
their duties and who have practically grown
up in the service of this Chamber, are cast
aside when anl office with. higher emolu-
ments becomes vacant, and an officer from
some other department, foreign to us, is
brought in to fill the vacancy, it is time that
we were told the reason, if there be one.
I had no knowledge of the change until
the Assembly met this evening and it camte
as a great surprise to me, as I am sure it
did to most hon. members. We have
two officers in this Chamber who have
been with us for a number of years,
an d who have rendered faithful service.
Why have they been overlooked and a
stranger brought in and put immediately
over their heads? I do not know how we
can expect to get faithful. service rendered
if we bring in strangers and give them pre-
cedence over men whom we have been
accustomed to trust. The efficiency of the
work to be performed in this Chamber must
certainly deteriorate by ations of this de-
Bcription. I shall not say much mtore, but
I will take every opportunity, as a member
of this Chamber, to protest against such
action. During the course of my experience
extending over 1U years in this Utianiver,
I have learnt to appreciate the value of the
serviccs given to us by our junior officers.
How can we expect a stranger to come in and
discharge the duties as well as those who,
by their experience, have a thorough know-
ledge of what is required? I enter an em-
phatic protest against the procedure which
I fear will lead to inefficiency. Mlay
I ulso add that if the gentleman who is
temporarily occupying the position lives to
find himself displaced at some time or other
in a similar way, he will appreciate the pro-
testA I am making. I have nothing to say
against the gentleman himself;- all I wish
to declare is that the procedure is atbso-
lutely wrong and should be protested against
by at least a majority of the members of
this House. If there is anything against
the officers who have been overlooked, their
services should have been dispensed with
long ago. But they have been allowed to
graduate during their services of from 15
to 15 years, and then, when there is a pos-

sibility of their securing promotion, a
stranger is brought in and put over their
heads. I apologie in the sense that prob-
ably I have said things that the officer may
be led to believe I have something
against him personally. I assure him I have
not. I am arguing that a wrong procedure
has been adopted. It is not a fair thing
to ask anyone to work for 15 years or more
and qualify for a certain position, and then,
when the opportunity arrives for the posi-
tion to be filled, to he immuediately turned
down and a person entirely a stranger to
this Chamber brought in. No member of
this House will tolerate such a procedure,
and that is why I have entered my protcst.
f1 have nothing to say against the officer
who has, been brought in; it is me-rely the
procedure that has been followed to which
I object.

Bon. W. D). JOHNSON: I feel that an
injustice has been done to those who have
served this Assembly faithfully and well, no
doubt in the expectation of promotion. I
do not think we can let this matter pass
without an explanation. We have officers
attached to this Chamber who, in my opinion,
are quite capable of filling a higher position
when it becomes vacant. It may be argued
that what has been done is purely a tem-
porary expedient, but even the temporary
filling of a position by an outsider is a re-
flection upon those that are servants of this
Chamber. I have always stood for promo-
tion within the department. It is quite
wrong for us to educate officers in a given
(departmlent and then go outside to fill a
vacancy that may occur, unless, of course,
there arc very strong reasons for doing so.
We members are in the position that we are
able to judge service; it is not a question
where any one member can judge. The
servants of this Chamber are the servants
of many, and every member is qualified to
determine wvhether the officers are sufficiently
educated and experienced to fill higher
positions. I have no hecitation in saying
that the officers of this Chamber are quite
capable of filling the position that has, be-
come temporarily vacant and therefore we
should be given an explanation of the course
that has been followed. I am not prepared
to let the matter stand with the mere enter-
ing of a protest.

The Premier: What are you going to do
about it?
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I want an ex-
planation. We have a responsibility, and it
is to protect the officers of this House. The
Clerk Assistant, who is unfortunately away
ill, was himself promoted from within the
service. He was a messenger in this House
and he qualified as others are now qualify-
ing, and who have proved equally faithful
up to the stage he reached when he was
aplpointed Clerk-Assistant. Mr. Steere is a
capable officer, but he was an officer of this
House in a subordinate position before he
was elevated to his present post. He imi-
proved considerably after his promotion.
Responsibility and promotion always bring
more diligent service; they always assist a
man to improve. But if we deny promotion
to one to whom it is owing, we are not en-
couragring him to improve himself and so do
greater service to the State. Mr. Brown,
the Usher of the Black Rod, was formerly
a messenger in the Legislative Council. He
was promoted front the ranks and improved
his pos9ition step by step till he reached his
present oflice. So we have mnade no mistakes
iii the past in keeping promotion within the
service and elevating our own officers from
subordinate positions to higher posts. That
has been the practice in the past, but here
to-day we bare a complete departure from
that practice. This is no time for such an
innovation. I do not know whether the
Speaker is responsible for it, but I do not
think it is too mnuch to ask the Speaker to
explain it, rather than that we should let it
go. I am sure the feeling of members is
quite against what has been done, and I
think we are justified in asking an assurance
that it will be reconsidered or, alternatively,
a satisfactory explanation given as to why
we should permit it to continue. While it
is within the right of the Speaker to make
this innovation, still we as members have a
responsibility. We cannot leave solely to the
Speaker the handling of officers of the
House and say we have no responsibility
for it. The officers of the Rouse are ser-
vants of ours, and so we have a right either
to an explanation from the Speaker or an
assurance that this innovation will lie re-
considered. It is so wrong, so unjust, that
I hope the House will not allow it to euor.-
titue.

The PPhEMI1ER: Of course the appoint-
ment was not made by the Government, as
the hon, member ought to know.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I only said that if
you condonad it, you ouglit to explain it.

The PREMIER: Unfortunately the Clerk
Assistant is awvay ill, as is als;o the Sergeant-
a-Arms. IHad it not been that both are

away, we might not have, had to get someone
froma outside to fill this position. As it is,
the work is beiug donea in the manner that
you see. Of course Uit a only a temporary
job. I hope it wvill indeed be a very tern-
poary vJob, and that the Clerk Assistant will
soon1 be restored to us iin robust& health to
take tip his former diuties. Since this sub-
ject has been well ventilated by those mem-
bers who have spoken, I think they might
now let the matter drop, feeling assured that
there is no intention to treat any officer of
the House with other than the utmost eon-
sidleratio a.

Nir. M1ARSH-ALL,: I arn tnot at all satis-
lied with the Premier's reply and defence.
The appointment is an unfortunate slight
oni the officers and servants of this Chamber.
If it is only a temporary vacancy, that is
all the more reason. why those officers should
have been given a chance to prove them-
selves. It would he far more fitting that
one who knew the procedure of the Chain-
her Should lie temporarily entrusted with
the task. Instead of that, we get a stranger
who will not know the procedure of the
Chamber until he has had experience.

The Premlier: Well, we are all so well be-
haved.

Mr. M~ARSIHALL: The hon. member, like
Abraham, might be well behaved, but I don't
know that all members are. But, event if we
were to misbehave, it would Dot be for the
newconwr to show any aggressiveness. Un-
d oubtadly those ollicers who have been work-
ing in the Chamber for the Inst 15 years
should have had the advantage of this tem-
porary appointment. As it is. we arc to
educate a stranger tip to this position. and
as Soon1 as he bevomes proficient he will he
vaceating the offie again. I am disposed to
move a reduction in tie item, just as a pro-
test against this innovation. If anything of
the sort happens again while I am a mtember
of the Chamber, I will keep the House par-
tienlarly busy for a long time. I do not say
that any officer, if inefficient, should be re-
tamned; certainly such a man should not be
allowed to continue here for 18 years, and
then, when a temporary position is avail-
able, be slighted by the appointment to that
post of en utter stranger, a stranger both
to the work and to the procedure.
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Mr. RAPHAEL: We have had the same
sort of thing crop up in the City Council a
number of imies.

The Premier: But you cannot iliseu's
that.

Mr. RAPH1AEIL: We have found, when
such things happen it, have taken place here
in the matter of the appointmaent of this
officeer, dissension is caused amongst other
servants and olticers. I an, going to appeal
to members not to try to make this a party
uniter, hut to vote for the appointment of
a returned soldier to the position. Al1ready
the Government have said that, all things
being equal, a returned soldier should have
preference.

The Minister for Lands: The Govern-
ment were not responsible for this appoint-
ment.

M.RAPHAEL: But the Speaker is
part of the Government, or at all events he
is on the Government side and would vote
as the Government voted. 'Members should
stick to their guns and, when all things are
equal, give the position to a returned sol-
ier. I do not speak with any disfavour of

the officer at present holding the position,
but it seems to rue that perhaps some small
degree of political bias has been uscdl.

The Premier: I think that ought to he
w ithld rawn.

Air. RAPHAEL: I will withdraw it, but
still that is the thought in my mind. I hope
members will vote to give a returned soldier
t'.e preference. And it must be remembered
there are other young men waiting to move
up in the service of Parliament. It is not
one man alone who is deprived of this ad-
vancement, for we must consider also those
bc-hind him in the service.

Vrote put and passed.

Vote-joint House Committee, £4,893:

Item-Secretary, £50:

M1r. MARSHALL: I wrant to raise the
point that in every room set aside for writ.

it.- there is to be found ink splashed about
the walls. It reflects discredit on mem-
bers of this Chamber. Not very long
ago we had given us an extra room in
which tables and writing material were
provided, but some members with gold-
mounted fountain pens, whenever they wish
to know if their pens are full, try them
out on the plaster walls. One observing
the ink splashed about everywhere would

think he was in a school lavatory. '%Jan-
hers might well keep their fountain pens in
their pockets except when they desire to
apply them to paper.

Vote put and passed.

Vote--Joint Printing Committee, £i4,861
.- agreed to.

Vote-lTh Library Committee, £4142:

Item-Library Assistance, £72:

Mr. CORBOY: Is it intended to add this
amount to the salary already drawn by an
oticer of this House, or is it intended to alp-
point a new offieeri

The PREMIER: It is intended that
someone shall be employed to assist the
librarian in the care of the very valuable
books that we have. It is hardly a full-time
job, but it is very necessary that our books
should be well looked after.

Mr. CORBOY: I regret that only £ 72 is
being provided.

The Minister for Lands: You are lucky
to get that.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, I suppose we are
lucky. Indeed, it is strange that this year
of all years the Treasurer should be able to
provide something for the purpose. Some-
one should be appointed to look after the
valuable library we have got together in
this building. Many of our most useful
books, because of their value, have to be
kept under secure conditions, so that at
least 90 per cent. of the members do not
know of their existence on the premises.
Most of our best books are not available to
us in the ordinary way. They can only he
made available thi ough the constant at-
tendance of an ollicer who will see to their
proper custody. The sumn set down here
would hardly bea sufficient for the purpose,
and I hope next year it may be increased
so that the library may be more fully use-
ful to members than it is to-day.

Vote put and passed.

17ote-Premier's Department, £11,59.;:

Item, flovernor's E stablishment:

Mr. SLEEM1AN: Something ought to be
done to economise at the top of the tree.
The expense in connection with the Gover-
nor's establishment is considerable.

Mr. Sampson: On a point of order!
There is no item connected with the Gov-
ernor before the Committee.
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Mr. SLEEMAN: I am speaking gener-
ally. Apparently £C4,000 is given to the
Governor as his salary, and a large sum of
money is spent on the upkeep of the oav-
ernor's establishment in Perth and Albany.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
salary mentioned here.

Mr. SLEEMAN: But he receives a sal-
ary of £4,000 a year.

The Minister for Lands: Under Special
Acts.

Mr. Sampson: I understand that Divi-
sion No. 7, which is the first portion of the
Premier's Department, has been passed.

Mfr. Marshall: It has not.
Mr. Sampson: There is no item before

the Committee.
Mr. SLEEMAN: I am speaking under

the heading of the Premier's Department.
A large expenditure is incurred annually
on the Governor's establishments. In addi-
tion, a large stun is exp'cnded in connection
with His Excellency's travels all over the
State. As a protest against the Govern-
ment's disinclination to start economies at
the top of the tree, and to test the feeling
of the Committee, and in an endeavour to0
keep the Government up to their statement
that everyone should share in the economies,
I move an amendment-

That the vote be reduced by £1.

The CHAIRMAN: Under the Standing
Orders the general discussion. on the whole
of the Estimates takes place on the first
vote, and the general discussion on the
various votes takes place when that vote is
called on. The first vote under this division
is the Premier's Department, £11,595.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
moved his amendment in the wrong place.
His Excellency the Governor is provided
for under Special Acts , and there is no vote
for his salary here. I was not going to say
so, hut I am autho-ised to say that
the Governor is p~erfectly wvilling to
make some contribution towarl-3 the
present difficult finianciat position. It
-will, therefore , not be necessary for
the member for Fremantle to move
for this reduction as a protest. We know
how the Governor holds his appointment
and what his position is. I think the bon.
member will be satisfied with the reduction
that will voluntarily he made by His Ex-
cellency because of the unfortunate finan-
cial position.

Mr. SLEMAN: I am satisfied that His
Excellency will do as much as any other
mnenmber of the community. I am not re-
ferring to him personally, and am casting
nto reflection upon him. He does the job lie
was brought out to do quite well. I think
the position ought to be abolished for the
next year or two. We know things are bad,
and we arc told they Will ge t Worse. If that
is so, the place to start economies is at the
top of the tree. Let us start with the posi-
tion of Governor and his establishment. If
it is necessary to have a Governor, I do not
know anyone who can do the job better than
the present occupant of the position, but the
post should be done away with for the
time being. The Chief Justice could carry
oat all necessary official duties, and the
State would have to do without the period-
ical visits to different parts of it by His
Excellency. The social side of the position
could remntin in abeyance for the next year
or two.

The Prenmier: If the hon. member wishes
to make a protest against this expenditure,
I do nnt know why he does so on this par-
ticular vote.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am quite prepared to
move the amendment in the right place so
long us I can move it.

The CHAIRMNAN: The hon. member is in
order in moving to reduce this vote by £1.
if he so desires, but if he withdraws the
amendment he can move it when we reach
the vote, Governor's establishment.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I will withdraw the
amendment iii the meantime.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Item, State Gardens Board, £2,100:

Mr. COB BOY: Is any of this money
being spent at National Park in connection
with the work that is being done by the men
at Blackboy?1 We should know what is
being spent on these recreation reserves.
What is this money heing spent on?

The PREMIUER: The money is beinig
spent in many excellent ways by the Gar-
dens Board. It is always unanimous in
coming to a decision.

Mr. Corboy: How many memhers are on
the board?

The PREMIER: There are two, Messrs.
Shapcott and Morris. They are doing ex-
cellent work at small cost. The people are

915



(ASSEMBLY.]

well served and catered for in conniection
with our parks and reserves.

M r. RAPHEAEL: The men who are work-
ing in these gardens are being paid from
the McNess fund, and their rations have been
stopped. Is this fund going into Consoli-
dated Revenue, or is it being used for the
relief of distress?

The PREMIER: That fund is not going
into revenue. As the hon. member knows
better than anyone else, the money is being
used for the purpose for which it was in-
tended. -No one is more interested in that
fund than he is.

'Vote put and passed.

Vote-Governor's Establishment, £2,457:

Mr. MARSHALL: I notice that this Vote
includes an item "Allowance to the Governor
in lieu of staff-, 4251." In view of recent
propaganda it might have been expected
that the Government, who are constantly
raling upon the people to be prepared to
make sacrifices, would nut introduce such an
item.

The Premier: It is an it-i pul; on by
agreement with the Imperial Government.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: My -argument is that
there is no reason whatever for the existence
of the institution to-day. Governors are not
required. Their function is nil. Apart frou'
touring the State, performing opening cere-
monies, and attending afternoon tea parties,
there is nothing to show for the expenditure
of this enormous sum. The office is merely
social.

The Minister for Lands: On a point of
order, 'Mr. Chainnan, is the hon. member in
order in discussing the Govt rnor on this
item?7

Mr. MARSHALL: I argue that the Gov-
ernor should not be here, and that therefore
the item should not be here. The un-
sophisticated yokel from York makes a
bigger fool of himself standing up than
sitting down.

The Minister for Lands: I ask your rub-
ig~ M11x Chairman, on the point of order I
have raised.

The Premier: We might also ask it on the
lion, member's language.

The CHAIRM1NAN: On the Estimates no
matter can he discussed which requires legis-
lation, that is, the abolition of the office of
Governor. Htowever, the hon, member was
in order, as he wa--, not raising the question

of the abolition of the office of Governor on
the item.

Mr. MARSHALL: This item proves that
the Government are not sincere in proclaim-
ing that everyone should make sacrifices.
What service do we get from the expenditure
on the office of Governor

xMr. Parker: The Governor receives the
£251 and makes up the difference himselif.

Mr. MARSHALL:. The office became use-
less years ago, except for the purpose of
providing social butterflies with afternoon
tea, and allowing snivellers who like to stoop
an crawl--

The CHA.IR3M.N: I call the bion. member
to order.

Mr, MARSHALL: I am disgusted to think
that this expenditure goes on.

The Attorney General: You say that now
in Opposition; you never said a word about
it during the past six years.

Mr. MAR SHALL: As a protest, I move
an. amendmnt-

That the Vote be reduced by £251.

.1r. HEGNEY: I support the reduction
of the Vote. We are told that economy is
the order of the day. In this country to-
night many men are -unable to secure suffi-
cient food to keep their children adequately
nourished; moreover, the children have not
sufficient clothing and are ill shod. In view
of the depression, this office might have been
suispended for the next 12 months. The real
reason for the Governor's existence is that
he shall be a link between the State and the
Crown. There are seven Governors in Aus-
tralia. Surely the Governor General would
amply suffice to discharge all the functions.
During this period of distress the office of
State Governor might well be suspended,
especially as many workers have had to
sacrifice their johs. A reduction in the
amount of the Vote il be an intimation to
the Government not to make another ap-
pointment when thc present term expires.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 9
Noes . .. . .. 20

'Majority against.

Mr. Hegney
Mr. Lamend
Mr. ter
mr. Maraoll
Mr. McCallumn

.. 11

Ayms.
Mir. Raphael
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Withers
Mr. Munale

(Teller.)3
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Mr. Barnard
Mr, Brown
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
MY, Donor
Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Latham
Mr, Linday

Noss,

Mr. J. 1. Mann
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Parker
Mr. Piktrick
Mr. Richardson
Mr, Sampson
Mr, J. M. Smith
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Wells
Mr. Wlorth

Amendment thus negatived.

Vote put and passed,

(Mr. Richardson resumed the Chair,]

Votes-Executive Council, £5; London
Agency, £.11,674; Public Service Cominis-
sioner, £1,506; Governmesnt Motor Car Ser-.
vice, £761-agreed to.

Vote-Printing, £i69,028:

Air. SAMWPS ON: I want to deal with the
printing of departmental reports.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member can-
not continue the general discussion. To
which item does he wish to refer?

Item, Foremen, Compositors, etc., £44,000:

Mfr. SAMPSON: I will deal with the point
I wish to raise under the item relating to
the various workers alnd will draw attention
to the decrease in the total vote of £6,963.
I am glad to see a substantial decrease, but
I think the Government could go further.
The printing of the report of the Mines De-
partinent cost about £008. During the ses-
sion a number of other large reports will
be presented, and I question whether they
are really essential.

Mr. 'Munsie: If there is one -report that
is essential, it is the report issued by the
Mines Department.

Mr. SAMPSON: I thought the money
could be better spent in sending prospecting
parties out to look for- gold.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must confine his remarks to the item.

Mr. SAMIPS ON: I ask the Premier to
consider whether a further saving could not
be made in connection with the printing of
these reports.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
this item deals with salaries only.

Vote put and passed.

Vote--Tourist Bureau, 0,043-agreed to.

Vote-Literary and Scienstifle Grants,
etc., £11,117:

Item, Public Library, Museum and Art
Gallery of Western Australia, and Travel-
ling Library, £E7,700:

Mir. CORBOY: The item shows a decrease
of £100. A footnote at the bottom of the
division indicates that the item includes
£100 for the schools travelling library. I
trust the Government do not intend to effect
the saving of £100 at the expense of the
travelling library for the schools.

The Premier: There is no intention to cut
out that amount.

Mr. CORBOY: Then it is just a coinci-
dence that the amounts are the same'?

The Premier: Yes.

Vote put and passed.

Votes--Treasury, f-90,239; Audit, £14,695;
Compassionate Allowances, etc., £1,047;
State Savings Bank, £56,441; Government
Stores, £615,494--agreed to.

Vote-Taxation, £30,000:

Item, Commissioner of Taxation, £ 900:

Mr. CORBOY: I understood there was
some arrangement with tile Federal Govern-
ment, who are responsible for the payment
of this offieer's salary.

The PREMIER: The Vote of £30,000 is
paid by the Federal Government, which
covers the whole of the amounts referred
to in the Vote. It is really the concerti of
the Federal Government as to the payment
of this officer.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-W-orkers' Homes Board, £15,088-
agreed to.

1%te-MBisccflaneous Services, £6253,679:

Item-Wv~orkers' Compensation Act Fund,
£4,000:

Mr. McCALLUM: The itemt shows a de-
crease of £E2,535. Will the Premier give us
an explanation of the reduction?

The PREMIER: We bhall bhave to colitri-
bute whatever is necessary duiriiig the year.
Tho item is a bulk one and shows a Vote of
£4,000 this year as against £E6,000 last year.
If it is necessary to pay more than is pro-
vided, we shall have to do so.

M-r. Willcoek: This rep-resents one of the
pions hopes for reduced expenditure.
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The PREMIER: The only pious thing I
know of in the Committee is the lion, mem-
ber who made that interjection.

,iry. Wilkcock: AMd that was a silly re-
mark, too.

The PREIER: Perhaps- so.
Mr. McCALLU'M: The law places the

obligation upon the Government to provide
certain expenditure and I presume that ill
be provided irrespective of what vote may
be set against the item.

The Premier: Yes, whatever the amount
may be.

Mr. MeCALLUM1: I cannot understand
why the Vote is so substantially reduced
under this heading, unless it be that theo
Government will not be carrying on so miuch
work, which means there wvill not, be so
mnuch employment and thernefore a corres-
pondingly decreased risk. I -want to know
that the decreased Vote does not indicate
the Government's intention to reduce the
benefits payable to the workers under the
provisions of the Work-era' Compensation
Act.

The Premier: No, it has nothing to do
with that. The lion, member knows that
certain payments have to be made.

Mr. MfeCALLUM: That is so, but we can
take it that the item does not indicate
the intention of the Government to reduce
the benefits payable to the workers. The
railways have to be run; the harvest hats to
be garnered; public utilities have to be ear-
ried on. There wvill be a substantial number
of men employed.

The Premier: This item does not cover
the railway employees, but only those in
smaller activities. The railways item would
be bigger than this in itself.

Air. MeCALLUM1: At any rate, it is not
the intention of the Government to reduce
the benefits under the Workers' Comnpensa-
tion Act.

The Premier: The item does not refer to
that.

Itiem, 'Unemployment, Wheat Belt Inves-
tigation, £119:

11r. SLEE'MAN: Does the item indicate
that unemployment was so bad in the wheat
belt that it was necessary for the Govern-
mnent to send somneone up to deal with it?

'The PREMIER: The amount was spent
in travelling to induce farmers to make use

of loans authorised by the Agricultural
Bank but not availed of promptly.

N'ote put and passed.

Votes--Group Settlement, £,2,589; State
.A cc~dct Insurance Office, £3,700; Agricul-
inrai Bank, Industries Assistance Board,
Soldiers' Land Settlement, £6; Agriculture,
£64,698; College of Agriculture, £10,34:?---
agreed to.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-ROYAL SHOW.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell-Northam) [9.501: 1 move-

That the Iteusc nt its rising adjourn till
Thursday, 9th October, at 4.30 na.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.51 p.m.

legislative CounlciI,
Thursday, 9th October, 1930.

PAOn
Leave of absence.....................98
Bills: State Trading Concerns Act Amendment, Si. 918

Inspection of Scaffolding Act Amendment, 2R.,
Coln..................919

Traffic Act Amendment, ist........... 2
Local Courts Act Amendment, In-------024
Vermin Act Amendment, 2R..........924

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30)
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE Or ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. H. Stewart, leave of

absence for six consecutive sittings ranted
to Hon. W. T. Glasheen (South-East) on
the ground of urgent private business.

BILL-STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Assembly.


